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The Model T Ford Centenary Tour of Australia

This is a collection afur memoriesa I NA Hiaryedesand web site entriefrom our
fantastic adventure tour around Australia in our 1927 Model T Ford between28aiid
October9, 2008.

| dedicate this book to my wife arifielong partner Marilyn, who helped plan and save for
this adventure, assisted me in the design andlstauction of the camper then undertook the
journey which took her away from our first granddaughtertwab monthsof age. Marilyn

was my constant support and organiser and | could not have completed the journey without
her.

A huge thank you to my familyny son Jason and his partner Shannon atethe parents

of our grandchild Ella, and oglaughter Melanie and her husbamdark, for looking after

our home and our business while we were away. Your support in this adventure was
fantastic and we love you alerymuch

Thanks also to some other very special pedplek Philips§from Medicar Smash &air at
Revesby for repairing and painting the Model T for me as a sponsor, so many people
commented on the fantastic paint job all around the country. Thank ycki Bind your staff

at Medicar Smash Repair.

A huge thanks also t&ngel Australiafor being my major sponsor, your support was
invaluable and your products were irreplaceable and helped to make our journey an
enjoyable one. Our 40 year old Engel fridggtilsgoing strong and th&anverteiQvas very
useful running our laptop and charging aupbilephones etc.

Thank you also to all our friends in and outside the car club for the support and assistance
given to us to enable us to undertake this once lifietime adventure. We hope you all get

the opportunity to see this great country, there is something here for everyone and a whole
lot more left over.

We hope you enjoy reading about our travels in our 1927 Model T Camper!

Gary& Marilyn Amesbury
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The Model T Ford Centenary Tour of Australia
Chapter 1 z How it all began!

Well, I guess it all started while our Moti& Ford Club members were on a charity run from
Sydney to Brisbane to raise money for Camp QuialiB003 We were all enjoying travelling
along in our vintage and veteran cars and one evening | suggested that we should organise a
trip around Australiathere had been suggestions made before but they were never acted
on so this would be a first for us. As we discussed the possibility of such a journey it was
mentioned that the 100 years anniversary of the Model T Ford was coming up in 2008 and
maybe we shbuld aim for that date as an incentiand celebrate the event

Once we had decided that we were serious about this venture we had to start plafiaeg

first meetingwas planned fowhen we returned home from the charity run. At that meeting

it wasdecided to put out an expression of interest through our club in Sydney and open it
up to all Model T Ford club membessound AustraliaWe received around 25 expressions
of interest which was a bit of a shock but with five years planning ahead we knew the
numbers wauld drop off towards the end whictiney did.

We started having meetings and allocating jobs to the members such as looking at an
itinerary, which way did we want to go, where would we sleep/campuld we all travel
together or in smalgroups, whatdid we want to seand could we get any sponsors to help
out with the cost of running an event like thi®ver the next few years we began to build

our cars and started saving like craign and Anne Whittle suggested we should have a
shakedown tour arond Tasmania in January 2006, so this bec#mdirst milestone in our
journey.

In January 2006 weavelled to Tasmania on the Trans Tasman ferry out of Sydmiey
crossing was very smooth but some of our members were not very good sailorsadral h
pretty rough night. Oncéanded in Tasmania we were met by a member of the local Vintage
and Veteran car clutvho escortedusback to their club for a BBIQnch, we ate and chatted

for some timeand had a really good afternoon. As the sun set in the westeyrwskwere
escortedto our first nightd &canmodation a few miles away anpitched camp for the first
time in our converted Model T campers.

We travelled around Tasmaniarfseventeen days and covered masdtthe tourist areas

We even got to park on thlawns of Government House in Hobart, which was very handy as
it was right next door to the Salamanca Markets! We returned to Sydney again by ferry and
entering Sydney Harbour on a bright suimmgrningwas a breathtaking experience. We only
had one vehid breakdown on the tour and that was on the last day #nd car is not going

with us on the tour of AustralidNe were happy with the way the cars handled the hills and
all road conditions so it was now full steam ahead to get ready for the big event.

Ou meetings became more frequent as the departure date grew closéie had a
competition to design a tour logo and the final choice was designed by Laraine Hoy. We had
also managed to get a sponsor for a website sotltgavork and built a site for us with

daily diary, monthly photo albums and a page of photos of the entrants. We managed to
pick up a few more sponsors along the way with various products for us t@mussir
journey, some membersnanaged to procurgrivate sponsorship for their own cars wh

all helped us to continue with the toult wasalso decidedhat we would collect money for
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the Royal Flying Doctor Serviaes this seemed to be the most appropriate charity for the
areas we would be driving through.

We werevery lucky as waapproach&® | £ 201t &Yl &K NI Lltob&NS NI das
sponsorand they repaired the body panels on my camper and painted the wholé€Tllcay

did a fantastic job and many people commented on the work on the tBagel Australia

also came to ouraid and spasored my vehicle and supplied wgth some products
includingthe loan of a generator which we eventually bought to use inaGaravan.

Finally the date to leave was approaching rapidly, one member was not ready so several
club members went over to helprh finish his vehicle off, we all did what we could and left
him to do the final finishing

The night before we set gfRichard Day and our American friends Jim and Doris Miller, slept
overat our house as we lived clost the departure pointwhich wasPeter Warren Ford in
Warwick Farm.

Gary and Marilyn
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Chapter 2 z The start of the East coast

Day 1- April 20th 2008¢ Warwick Farm to Karuah. (170 Km)

DRI&S L R2yQd GKAY1l | ywesbBso axtil adout 6ddyfand € I &

after five years of planning and building our cars it is time to say goodbye to our families for
six months. It was especially hard for us as we were leaving our first grandchild at only two
Y2yUuKa 2F |1 3ST 0SSt dziAFdzAf a9ttt ¢

After a goodbreakfast we
took a few photos of the
cars and driversin the
driveway of our home then
set off for Peter Warren
Ford and the start of our
epic adventure. We were
one of the first to arrive and
there was a little confusion
as there was another car
club haing an event inside
the car complex also. We
drove in and parkedh front
of the Ford showroonand
waited for the others to
arrive.

Preparing to leave, Jim Miller & Richard Day

A crowd was starting to build as family and friends came from all over to see us off, our club
had made today theischedulel monthly run and were travelling with us to the lunch stop
Fd . Nep2lfey 2y (GKS gl & G2 b Svwedéxéptbnsdildnd 2y
Laraine.They had only just finished building their car the day before and were having fuel

problemsoni KS gt & (G2 GKS adl NI® DAfQa ONBGKSNI al

the rest of us waited

It is nearly 10:00 am which is the start time; Marilyn and | were there in our 1927 camper,
Richard Day in his 1915@b camper, lan and Ann Whittle ineir 1924 Utility camper,

Glen Frohling ifis 1927 Panel van, Jim and AvinKern in their 1927 Fordor and teardrop
caravan, Bob and Margaret Wilson in their 1926 Roadster and camper trailer, Jim and Doris
Miller from Michigan USA with their 1927 Tudor,d#eand Doreen Smith as backup in a
Nissan Patrol and Caravan with our mascot Toebee the Maltese/Bhicross Paul and
Barbara Wood in their Land Rover Four wheel drive and caravan, Roland Hulbert in his Ute
and Caravan and no sign of Gil Whitehouse laacine Hoy.

The word was given to start the engines and suddenly tears flowed from everywhesas
guite an emotional moment saying goodbye to our children and grand daughter but we did
manage to drag ourselves away and heddut onto the highway bond for Newcastle.

For a while we botlthought it was raining bt that was just the tears in owyes, although
the weather did look threatening with dark clouds and a forecast for rain. It was quite a
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magnificent sightseeing all the Model T Fords rotlimlong the road, some on the tour and

many club members along for the first stretch. The traffic was not too bad as we had chosen

a route to keep us away from the busiest roads.

Not long after we started the Millerseganto have problems, the car was piag up and
missing and carrying offhe car boiled and this was a concern as we baly travelled a

short distance sal K S &

Lidzf £t SR 2@3SNJ I yR

idKS

aOYSNyQa

the rest of the cars made their way along the road to Brooklymable to repair the car on

GKS NRIR (KSe

road.

All the cars had been fitted with 40 channel UHFi@adso we could keep in contact with

each other, the only ones without were the Millers and we thought this was going to be a

problemalong the road as communicatios very important especially when we get to the

more remote areas.

The drive to Brooklyment without a hitch and when we arrived there were more club

members to see us on our way. The Millers were chugging along quite well but because they
had no radio they overshot the lunch stop and headed out along the Newcastle Freeway

with nowhere to tun around. The rest of us had a nice lunch and chatted with club

members before getting back on the road with Karuah as our destination for the first night.
The rain had started and visibility was poor but as we arrived at the caravan park the rain
stoppedfor a while which was a good help. We booked in and tried to find a dryish site,

luckily our campers were small
and we were able to setup on

evening and

reasonably dry (puddle free)
ground. It rained on and off all
into the night
which is not an ideal wayo

start a holiday when you sleep
under canvas.

Robyn Green, a great friend and
club enthusiast arrived at our
camp site unexpectedly, it was
a very nice surprise for us all

and we chatted for ages and
shared our dinner.

Bob W»ilsio_ﬁ;‘_g:vqok_ing his _fiEsT dinner of the tour :

Around 8:00 pm we received a
call from Laraine Hoy saying
they had pased the caravan

park and were heading into
KaruahTownshipbut they had

taken a wrong turn and had
become bogged in a paddock.
We grabbed one of the four
wheel drives and a rope and
took off down theroad; Robyn
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Green tok three more of us in her car as there were only two seats in the four wheel drive.
Gil and Larainevere aboutfive kilometres awayn the rain and in a bogggark paddock.

We managed to hook the caip and tow them back onto the roadith no damage donso

they continued on to a motel for the night and we returned to the caravan park.

Day 2¢ April 21st¢ Karuah to Port Macquarie. (218 Km)

We woke to a wet morning but our spg were high as were onthe first days ofour
holiday, had a good breakfaahd packed up wet and we were on the road by 8:30 am. Our
first stop for morning tea was at Bulahdelah where we found a nice lyaked enjoyed the
spoilson the side of the road. Onto Taree for lunch, there wereva $iowers throughout
the day howevemwe knew we were heading north to the sunshine state and this kept our
spirits up.

After a nice picnic style lunch and a quick look around town we continued on to Port
Macquarie where we were booked into the Lighthouse Beach Caravan Park. As we
approached tle town we were met by &Vcrew from NBN 9 anthey interviewed a couple

of members then videoed us for the evening news. The Caravan Park was a very nice park
but the weather was still a little inclemen®fter setting up our camp sites the local
newspape reporter showed up and took a few photos and interviewedc@uple of
members for their local weekly rag, (We were starting to feel like celebrities with all this
media attention). A little while later some of the local car club members arrived and
chaufteured all of us to the local Golf Club for a really nice dinner.

We also had family in Port Macquariicky and Brend and their three lovely childréake,
Gemma and Jgsined us for the evening which was great and we were able to catch up on a
lot of gossip. At 6:30 pm we saw the NBN9 report on TV and everyone gave a bigasheer
this was our very first TV appearance for the tour. After dinner we were chauffeured home
again. We thanked our hosts and then prepared for bed after discussing where we gmuld
the next day. The rain looked like it was easing off for the night and we kept our fingers
crossed that it would go away.

Day 3¢ April 22nd¢ Port Macquarie to Grafton. (234 Km)

Woke to the sound of pouring rain which immediately put a damper on pirits knowing

we would have to pack up in the raiWe all had breakfast then out of the blue our friend
Laurie McGrath arrived he had been to a ModakA¢ rally in Bathurst but left early and
drove all night to get home to Port Macquarie so he could e@nd see us off. He leBob
Wilsonhis good raincoat which would get a bit of use on the tour; we packed up slowly (still
wet) and got ready to leavéNicky, Brend and the kids arrived so we gave them a little drive
around the caravan park in the T bedowe had to say goodbye.

We left Port Macquarie heading for Kempsey, as we drove along the weather improved and
this brought a smile to our faces. We received a call from Gil and Laraine, they were still
having problens and decided to go tStan Bruc® &rmih Moorela/y RQ& (2 GNEB | yR
repairs. Stan is going to be backup for Gil and Laraiméwsas to join us today but this will

change a little until the repairs are comfad. Gil has reported that the canolfowers had

broken and the motor would hae to be pulled down to get the broken parts out.
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We continued our journey north to Coffs Harbour and stopped for lunch at the Big Banana,
we were lucly enough to get a parking spot right in front of the icon which made an ideal
photo opportunity. We tookthe time to check out the gift shop while the other tourists
checked out our
cars and campers.
Soon it was itne
to get going
again, so we
headed off
towards Grafton
for the night The
i cars were all
mwmﬂf running well
X 'ﬂ i which is how we
\ ©— i Qy — would like the
whole trip to go.
S £ . As soon as we
The Whittle, Amesbury ar ; iy arrived at our
thewhole trip - BT e S ety camp site we set
gk O S s TR i up to allow our
tents etc to dry
out for the first
time on the trip.

Enjoyeda nice BBQ dinner and sat around chatting about how well everything was going so
far, we made plans for the next day then retador the evening.

Day 4¢ April 23rd¢ Grafton to Byron Bay (168 Km)

What a great start to the day no rain and the sun shining through the clouds, we seem to

have no trouble getting up early each morning so we can get on the road before it gets too

busy. We decided very early that we would try to get up early and drive2001n {1 YQ& | Yy F
be at our camp site no later than 3:00 pm each day. We have heard that even the roadside
NBald I NSFa FdzZNOIKSNI y2NIK | NBE a2 Lktthelddy NI g A G F
2:30 pm you will be lucky to get a space and with us all travelling together it will be harder

still. The Millers from the Statedo not camp so they need to find a town with cabins or a

motel every night which may become difficult the furtheorth we go.

Anyway back to the storyat 8:30 am the Grafton Newspaper reporter arrived and
interviewed the group and took several photos then it was time to leave.

We filled up with fuel then headed off up the now single lane country main road, nallsg h
yet but plenty of semtrailers and BDoubles on the road, we did our best to pull over when
safe to do sdut sometimes there is just no where to go. After a couple of hours we found a
road side resarea andstopped for a breakand stretch the legasthere is not a lot of room
inside a Model T FordVhilst enjoying the breakhe rain returnedwhichwasour incentive

to pack up and keep going.
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At Ballina we called into Big W to pick up the oil that Shell is sponsoring us for.

management werevery impressed that we had thelogo on the cars as sponsoand

RA&I LILRAY(GSR

dKI Q@

S RARYQI

R

Big W

f 2y3SNI 6AGK

We drove straight through to Byron Bay where we had arranged for permission to park the
cars around the base of the Lighthouséhat a unque photo opportunity for us and several
stunned touriststhis is the most easterly point of Australia. We arrived around 2:30 pm and

had to wait for a couple of slower cars to catch up; when they had all arrived the security

guard opened the chain andtles drive up the ramp to the lighthouse. After a fair bit of
6S TFAYylL @

2A33tAy3a I yR

Y2QAyY3

324G Fff

0dKS &

quite a lot of other tourists there and they thought this was great, as we moved back to take

Finally we are all in position for the photo

the phaos one young
Japanese girl walked right
in front of usg set up her
camera on a tripodg

pressed the self timer
then proceeded to sit

herself on our front
mudguard without even
asking. Instantly there

was a combined shout
from all our members
and some ofthe public
GStftAY3 KSaJ
She  simply ignored
everyone, picked up her
camera and tripod and
walked off.

a L

It is strange that some people seem to think that if a car is on display they can sit on it, in it

or put their kids in it without asking! @ll, they get the message very quickly let me tell

you!ll

The local newspaper was supposed to meet us there but they never turned up, | guess
something more exciting must have happenédter an hour or so we It the lighthouse

and headed tmur digs forthe night at Suffolk Parl@fter settingup campwe allhad a nice

hot shower before dinner and socialising, this could become a hatdat, sleep, drive and
eat againg not a bad way to pass the time of day and see great sights along the way.

Giland Lar Ay S |
Y20(02N) R2gY

NS
FFGSNI 3SGaAy3

adAatt

ol O

|.
0KS OFNJ 6233SR Ay /{

l.:.l

a22NBilyRQaA

so soft that the Model T Ute just sank down to its axles. They tried to pull it outanfiblir
wheel drive and that got bogged too; as a final effort they had to borrow a tractor to move

020K OSKAOf Sa

0ST2NB

GKSe@

O2dz R

adl NI

gAd

62N] 2

It was just as Gil had suspected some of the cam followers had broken off and others were
very badly wrn, we can only assume that these were not hardened steel as they are
supposed to be, it seems that many of the replacement parts made in the third world
countries are of very poor quality.
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Day 5¢ April 24th¢ Byron Bay. (0 Km)

Today is our first rest gaand we all took time out for our first service and oil chariye

also took time out to walk along the beautiful pristine beach even though it was still a little
chilly. We are all getting into the holiday mood now and relaxing. NBN9 caught up with us
again today and took some more footage for the evening nettwsy filmed us servicing the
cars sat leastthere was a little actiorfior the viewerso look at.

We started planning for tomorrow age were heading into Brisban&incemost of ushave
family and friends to visit for a couple of daysie decided to split into groups and meet up
again on the way out of Brisbane.

Day 6¢ April 25th- Byron Bay to Ransom/Brisbane. (240 Km)

Another beautiful sunny day greeted us as we clambered out of bed, PauBarizhra

Wood were going to stay in NSW @eir caravan is due for rego and he can only pay for it
iNNSW2yS Y2yiK o06SF¥2NB Al SELANBE 6KAOK 6Aff 0o
arAff SNEX 2AfazyQa FyR w2fl yRthel vazkend NGl and A f € 0
Laraine have repaired the cam followers and have made it to Coffs Harbour but now there is

a knock in the motor! All the other cars are running well with no major problems reported

at this time.

As we got dressed and ready to leare of our male members went to
put on his black sockiis morningt Y R (G KS& {(dz2NYySR 2dzi G2 68
{ G 2 O1c¢Bhoddivée be worried?

¢CKS ' YSaodz2NEQas wAa (6kdif &Roréen Smiandldn &nd A NBiKld A y 3
drove on into sunny Queenslandijth an expected temperature today @9 degrees guess

we are heading the right way. We drove to a friends place Phil Trow and his wigerCol

who were living with their parents (between houses) lan was keen to get an additional main

leaf spring to givenis utility a bit of a lift We stayed for lunch and a cool drink while lan
dismantled a rear spring and ground the eyes of it to be fitted at a later time. After lunch we

drove on to ourother F NA S¥R®DES G DSNI f RAYS YR alyhakRf Yé S
other friends to visit in the area. Richa@lenl Yy R (0 K S NGB\ 43K\ dzLJ Yy S| NJ D
craft cottage (shenakes Quilts) and Marilyn and Gatayed in the main house swe could

catch up with all the gss! They have quite a large propevihichwe drove around in a golf

buggy We werethent S f 22 aS 2 yonlannholver ivhich had B IBVErs for

the steering and accelerationit was a little tricky to handle at first and Marilyn screamed

the whole time she was driving ifWe had a wnderful time catching up and had a real bed

to sleep in for the first time since leaving home.

Day 7¢ April 26th¢ Ransome QIld. (0 Km)

{GAEf G DSNJI f RA yhé& tobky/uBout dof & dihé tto¥he #ocalldfaikedsSa>
see if we could bag a bgain, but before we left Malcolm, Richard, Glen, Geoff and Gary
had to catch a few duckso earn their keep) the ducks were thgut onto an island in the
middle ofa I £ O2dany Q &

We pickel up a few items at the markets, the things we forgot l&kecoupé of plastic
drinkingglassesWS G KSy NBGdzZN)Yy SR (2 DSNIfRAYySQa K2YS
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us a Quilting demonstratiowhich thrilled Doreen as she also does quiltiGgraldine runs
classes and has some fantastic machines for sewing up thts,quol need to mention she
has quilts everywhere in her home and really nice ones at that.

Day 8¢ April 27th¢ Ransome to Maroochydore. (130 Km)

CAYS G2 a&areée 3I22Ro0eS G2 2dz2NJ FNASYRa FyR 3ASi
2 Afaz2yQa I tyKRa Beach thig Rorningahd will catch up with us for lunch. The
Queensland Model T Owners Groupsliavited us to a BBQ lunch at Cabooltwich we

were all looking forward to and meeting all their new membeéfise club has only been
goingforacou8 2F &@SIFINAR YyR GKS YSYO6SNR INBF aLINBI R
took a wrong turn heading out of Brisbane and took the scenic route to the lunch stop; the
NBald 2F dza YIRS AU hY FyR gSNB 3INBSGSR o6& |d
was fantastic and the homemade dests provided by the ladies were delicious. After such

a great lunch we all felt like having a siesta but we still had to tral@igway. Once again

we split up as there were more friends and relatives to visit fanesothe rest of us drove

on to Caloundra and into the caravan park at Dickies Beach which was named after a ship
GNBEO] da¢KS {{ 5A01AS¢ 6K2aS o2ySa OFy ailAattf
Garyand | continued on to Maroochydore tasit my Aunt Dora who had recehlt moved

into a three bedroom retirement house in a fantastic village complex. We sperévieing

talking and eating and Gary made lsieff very popular by slipping over in the bathroom and

breaking the toilet seat lid (Bloody relatives).

Marilyn and | hd taken a GPS unit with us on the trip and it is proving to be an invaluable
FaaSds ¢S ¢2dA R y20 KIFIGS F2dzyR 52N} Qa L} I OS
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Day 9¢ April 28th- Maroochydore to Tin Can Bay. (132 Km)

We had a leisurely start to the morning as you would expect iateiement village and we

GSNBE 2y 2dzNJ g & o0& dYon FYR KSIFIRAY3I FT2N DaYL
to the sound of native birds and went for a stroll along the beach before heading off, Roland

saw more than he wanted to at the public shawen the beach! And Stan looked over the

bones of the SS Dickie, Bob Wilson gave one elderly camper a ride in his T to the park gate

and he graciously donated some money to the Royal Flying Doctor Service.

We arrived in Gympie around lunch time and métlu g A § K wA OKIF NR 51 & | yR
the shopping centre, we all had some lunch and an ice cream then went to do some grocery
shopping for the next few days.

2 KSy Fff (GKS akK2LILIAYy3 61 & R2yS 6S RNRYS 2y
had never heard of it but we had been told it was a very nice spot so it was worth a look.
When we arrived we were pleasantly surprisgdvas a very nice sleepy little sea side resort

with a couple of caravan parks, so we booked into and set up camp. Timeit was timeto

some maintenance and cleaning up before any sight seeing. While we were working on our

cars a young lady named Annie came around to take some photos, nothing unusual about

that we were quite used to this now as it happened every time we/ad at a camp site.

Annie had some really good cameras and equipment and she spent a lot of time
photographing all the cars until the light disappeared and then she was gone.

Day 10¢ April 29th- Tin Can Bay. (20 Km)

Another beautiful morning with huwireds of birds singing in the trees overhead, we are
really on holidays now! After breakfast it was a quick stroll about two kilometres to the
marina where the daily ritual of dolphin feeding was about to happen. There was a small
crowd of people hangingraund and several rangers in the water, you could see a few
dolphins playing just off shore and waiting for the command to come and get it! After a
short talk by the rangers the dolphins lined up and members of the crowd were invited to
feed them, Marilyrwas right in there and | like all good husbands fought for a good position
to get a photo of the event. This lasted about an hatnich made Marilyn very happthen

we started walkingpack to camp. Along the way back poor Doris tripped and fell scraping
her knee and knocking Indace.We sat with her for a while then she managed to get a lift
001 G2 GKS OFNIGIY LIN] sAGK GKS aOYSNyQao

Later that day Annie returned with a CD of all the photos she had taken and they were
displayed in a fantastic slide shaemplete with appropriaeé music for the era of the cars.

We watched the presentation on the laptop then thanked her for the gift. Apparently she
has a small business in town doing just this and doing it very Welbasked her if she would

like to be conglered as the photographer for our up coming national rally in NSW in the
Hawkesbury region and she said yes, so we sent the CD to the Rally committee for perusal.

We gent the rest of the day checking out the shops and otherssdnd getting ready for

dinner. Garyfound oil leakng out of our back axle onto the brakes so e to take the

brakes off clean the area up drset fire to the liningg No heRA Ry Qi R SthisiidNe & (0 K
the best way to get the oil out of the linings. Put it all back together anjoyed the rest of

the night.
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Day 11¢ April 30th¢ Tin Can Bay to Maryborough. (75 Km)

LGQa GNXzS ¢KI G 0K §PBeaudiflil dne tHay Pedrtt the deltiSysildy Is y R
another great day, a little cool to start off with but the surskgning and we are in a great
place After breakfast we drovdown to see and feed the Dolphins again after which we all
piled onto a small ferry which took us all around thaterways. We wenthrough narrow
channels where we looked for Dolphins and DyighQ&d ¢ KA OK FTNBGwWwaSy i (K.
sighted by a couple of our spotters but it vanished as fast as it surfaced. We cruised on over
to Carlos Point, part of the great Sandy Strait National Park, the entrance was very narrow
and surrounded by high sandlsamwhich made it a very protected little marina. We
disembarked while the ferry captain became the bus driver and shuttled some back packers
to their next destination. After a short look around the area the captain returned and we
boarded for the return tp to Tin Can Bay.

hy 2dzNJ NBUdzZNY 6S 6SNB Foz2dzi G2 adl NI 2y 2dzNJ
the photographer asked us for a few more group shots in a nearby park.

Back on the road again and a lovely drive through thickly wooded forest courdrgrainto
Maryborough, we met up with our good friends Peter and Aida Cuthbertson who lived
about an lour and a half inland from hereWe found the caravan park they had
recommended and to our surprise Aida had booked and paid for a cabin for us foigtite n
We had a really nice reunion and then found out that their 8vian,had been diagnosed
with cancer in his left arm and of course he is left handed.

2SS ALSYyGE GKS NBald 2F GKS RIF& gA0K theidathér F NA Sy R
son6. 20083 2 dediie Brl R b §f Barvey Bay. As we drove through Harvey Bay
Marilyn noticed a fishing tackle shop and she disappeared iniiowas the one owned by a
friend of herlate fathers butthe friend had recently sold up and there wamw a new
owner ¢ fancy finding that without even looking for it!

The Woods had arrived in town after gettitigeir caravan registered in NS8@ we were all
together again.

Day 12¢ May 1st¢ Maryborough. (0 Km)

What a pleasure it was tbavespent the niglin a comfortable cabin, Richard joined us as
he was on his own.

Bob Wilson had been networking and had arranged for us to put our cars oaydasipthe

local Ford dealershiplhis was really handy as the dealership was only half a block away
fromthesiNBE SO YINJ Sda FyR KIFIdQa gKSNB 6S KSI RS
items for sale and the markets went for a couple of blocks on both sides of the street. When

we returned to our cars Cimael 7 had arrived and weraterviewing Bobg he just bves

talking about his car, he is really enthusiastic and tells a good yarn so we leave it all to him!

Later Marilyn managed to get aaincut at a nearby salon, anshe was talking to the
hairdresser saying what we were dojrige hairdressewassoimpressed she organised for
The Chronical to come down tomorrow morning and do a story on us.

Aida came past after work to bid us farewell and take Brian down to Brisbane as they have
gat him into see a specialist so wall say a prayer for him.
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That night wel £t £ ONJ YYSR Ayid2 WAY |yR 52NRaQa Ol o
ourselves, it was a bit of a laugh. After that we all sat in the camp kitchen and had dinner

and chin wagged until late, sometime during the afternoon we managed to service the cars
anddo some minor adjustments as we would be off again in the morning.

Day 13¢ May 2nd- Maryborough to Gin Gin. (134 Km)

¢t2RIFe Aad CNRARI& FTYR (GKSNX Aa I fgyndllaterSS1 SYR
(Day 13). After our newspaper interview weeft Maryborough and headed to Childers for

morning tea. We stopped at Pioneer Park for a leisure break and a nice walk through town.

' FGSNI GKA& ONBI] 6S O2yiAydzSR y2NIK (26l NR2
another walk through aicturesquecountry town with many colourful murals painted on

the buildings

After lunch all was going well so we continued our journey north up and down the rolling

hills, some of the hills were getting quite steep an@éary)had to drop down a gear from

time to time, as | started up another hill about fifteen kilometres out of town | changed back

a gear and | must have had a senior moment and put my foot on the low gear pedal at the

same time therely dropping the car intoow-low! There was a resounding BANG followed

by very nasty grating and grinding noises. Quick as a whkigew there was something

wrong so | pulled over, luckily just at the crest of the hill. Everyone stopped behind me like a
camel caravan, Richard had a look and decided it was not in the moteadoax and when

we moved the car forward it was obvious it was in the diff. Well there was nothing we could

do on the side of the road so we rang the RACQ who came out and took us back into Gin

Gin. We were dumped on a green verge outside the RACQ depot &0 Metres off the

road¢i KS G266 GNHzO1 RNAGSNI alF AR ae&2dz2QNB 2y @& 2 d:
weekend. lan and Ann Whittle and Richard were wighand the others had continued on

their way to Rockhampton. As soon as we had settled weestastripping the car down to

get the diff out, we managed to borrow a floor jack from a local tyre plasieh luck would

have it was opposite ysnd within an hour we had the diff out and on a rickety old timber

bench. We took the jack back as the besis was closing for the weekend then we started

G2 RAAYIYy(dfS GKS RAFTFI Al ¢ lcéy €awn Wheeldas 6 ST 2 N
bent! No one had ever seen this done before; we had seen broken ones but never a bent

one.

Now the problem was, where dgou find a crown wheel for a 1927 Model T Ford in Gin Gin
on a long weekend?

Well, we decided to sleep on that problem and face it in the mornWg were camped

next to an old stock yard and there was even an outhouse but the door was locked with a

pad bdt and padlock, on closer inspection the old timber framework was very flexible and

S 6SNB 0fS (2 aGLINAaAaSe GKS R22N) 2LISYy 6AGK2c
flush toilet in working orderg Bonus!

Tea was interestingt worked out that béween the 5 of us we had 6 loin chops, a couple of
potatoes, punpkin, frozen veges which we put into the dream pot with some gravy and
thickener and had mush for tea, it was filling and that is all that counts when you are stuck

on the side of the road.
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Day 14¢ May 3rd- Gin Gin. (0 Km)

After adisturbedy A 3KG Qa &af SSLJ I yR | yvasévk yhatle glaid td G K S
venture into town and enquire if there were any Model T Ford owners in town. Richard and
lan headed off leaving me to continue working dve tdiff, after a few enquiries one local
man offered to drive them around to try and locate some parts, | also made some enquiries
at the RACQ depot and we both ended up at the same place one street behind where we
were dumped. The yard was full of old rirsy farm equipment just the place to find some
Model T bits but not this time. As we turned to walk away we looked across the road and
O2dzf Ry Qi 0 Scthers @ &n ofl dedtde eaSgort was a Model T Ford! We went
closer and saw a chassis and wimked to be a complete diff under a tree, the local man
said he knew who the owner was so it was a quick trip back into town to locate him. Within
half an hour we were back at the camp site with part of an old diff, which was under a tree
less than 50 ratres from our camp siteMarilyn & Anncould not believe their eyes as they

sat by our campsite when the boys marched out of the paddock right behind them with a
Model T diff in handWe managed to recover a hemisphere (which was also damaged in my
car,this is the part the crown wheel fixes on to) but there was no crown wheel.

A short time later a couple of locals came over to help and told us of a man in Bundaberg
K2 KIFIR Y2RSf ¢Q&a> IINX¥YSR ¢6A0GK KA& YyIYS L
station and found him and he had spare crown wheels. Gil and Laraine had now become
one of our backup vehicless they were now in a modern car having left their broken model

T back in Brisbane, thayere in Bundaberg so a quick call to them culminated in tvoovar
wheels being delivered at no cost and the repairs were under way.
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Marilyn ventured over to the local police station to find out where we could borrow a floor
jack, she thought they would know the locals and who would help us out and she was right
No one could believe that Marilyn did this, they were all gob smacked! Ann and Marilyn
took the opportunity to venture into town to the local markets and shops while the boys
played with the car, we hathe diff repaired and back togethdyut as it was gding late we
decided to finish it off in the morning.

Some of the beautiful Murals painted on the buildings in Gin Gin NSW

Day 15¢ May 4th ¢ Gin Gin to Rockhampton. (275 Km)

We woke up today with renewed enthusiasf@il drove Marilyn to the Ampol service station
to borrow a couple of floor jackand in no time at allve had the diff back in the car and
ready to go. ldving repaired the car and feeling confident again, we headed for Miriam Vale
for lunch then continued on to Rockhampton to catch up with the main groupyeait very
smoothly. Thanks to all in Gin Gin evhelped us out on this occasion. Marilyn is feeling
very nervous every time | change gears, but she will get over it!

The main group had been invited to a BBQ by the Rockhampton Car Club, Win TV turned up

and interviewed the members who were now becomimgnor celebrities (in their own
YAYROZ AdQa Ftt | 06A0G 2F Fdzy o

We arrived at the caravan park around 4:30 and set up camp as usualwthenade

FNNI yISYSyida G2 62N)] 2y LlIyQa OFNE KS ySSRSF
and one of the loal car club members had offered his workshop for tomorrow.
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Day 16¢May 5th ¢ Rockhampton. (40 Km)

DIFNE QA . ANBK®RE exf $SLIRI22 ¢Sttt f1ad yAakKa | a
highway at the front and had a freight railway right behindh 100 carriage freight trains

hauling coal running all night. Gary got a nice card from lan and Ann and another from Geoff

and Doreen plus a few small nick knacks which made the morning a bit oMiamlyn

surprised Gary with some cards she had hideemy that were from our children; that was

I yAOS &AdzNLINAAS>: AGQa GAYSa tA1S GKB®S sKSY
ONBF{Frad LIy FTYR DS2FF (221 2FF G2 62N)] 2y
group took the day for some ghitseeing around Rocky. Geoff and lan were finished by
lunchtime and were back in camp happy with the modification, after lunch we went
shopping for food and supplies as we had used up almost everything in Gin Gin. There were

not many shops open like in @y, firstly because it was a long weekend and secondly
because we were now in the country.

Back to camp for a little car servicing then we all had a nice baked dinner and an ice cream
OFL1S8 G2 OSft 8pithdlag.S DI NE Q& p o

Day 17¢ May 6th ¢ Rockhampta to St Laurence. (190 Km)

We broke camp early this morning and headed to the Botanical Garddnsh along with
the attached mini zo were in dire need of some TLREom here we continued our journey
Y2NIK G2 GKS /I LINR O2 NY azidd aeb8nahl thraughfhslBarklans NS 1 |y
which made Marilyn happyhe tour of the caves wasxtremelyinteresting. Other members
of our group were here also and they had just completed their tour and were having lunch.
Upon leavingthe caves weook a wrongturn and ended up on an old highwayhich
seemed to beheading in the right general directioso we decided to keep going,
after about thirty
minutes we saw a
sign to the main
highway. Well this
roadturned into a
gravel road after
about one
kilometre and
went for a further
twenty before we
found the No 1
highway again, it
was quite a good
gravel road and
the model T loved
it ¢ Just like the
good old days!

Page |25



The Model T Ford Centenary Tour of Australia

We made it into Marlborough about six kilometres off the highwiay afternoon tea,
Richard and Garghecked out thdocal car museum while Marilyn and Aohecked out the

gift and craft stores. From here we continued on for another hour arriving in St Laurence at
about 5:30 pm and went directly to the showgrounds which was a free camping area with
really great amenities. As usual we were pounced upon by the other campers wanting to
take photos and asking questions, we are getting very good at answering kiarihyn now
knows all about the cars and our problems etc. Gaaff Doreen went intotown and @ame

back with a feast of fish and chips which we ate by candlelight then we settled in for a nice
evening.

Day 18¢ May 7th St Laurence to Mackay. (165 Km)

Another beautiful day dawning, the birds are all singing and a hearty breakfast was had by
all. We were all lack on theroad again today with a stop at Carmila for morning tea W
thought the beaches up north would be spectacular but this one is very disappointing! The
tide was well out and there were large clumps of grey sludge (which looked likeatofbtst
glance) the sand was a light brownish colour not the pure white you see on the brochures.

We continued our journey into Sarina which is a largish country town; we found a nice
bakery and bought some pies for lunch which we ate while sitting enntledian strip! It
sounds a little strange but it was a wide grassed median strip with tables and chairs for the
public to use, quite a nice town.

From here it was onto Mackay for the night, we arrived around 2:30 pm and went directly to
the information catre to find out what there was to see in towg the answer was nothing

¢ unless you travelled Bkilometres out to see some Platypus! Bavas offto fill up with

fuel and shopping for more supplies I NJ& f & ylt istriily aid &Periaince shopping it
Richard and Gary here | was just sending them down different isles to get the groceries, it
was a little funny and hard and | know we forgot to buy things but that & tB&n back to

the caravan parkor R & R The skies at night are crystal clear ugredh which Marilyn
describesas a black sea sparkling with diamonds! $tagsreally are impressive.

Day 19¢ May 8th Mackay to Eungella. (115 Km)

WeKIFR G2 0GF1S GKS a¢é¢ Ay lreairédRaad/whiie Richaréand || Y dz
Garydid that Mariyn went window shopping in town. Aftelardswe left town heading for

the mountains and hopefully some Platypspgotting we stopped for some morning tea

beside a trickling river in a place namedrish, then off again towards the mountains.

After sometine ¢S al ¢ | aAA3dy (KIYRAZTIKAIR Q&{ {YV23ILI G1&ISA ¥
you like to see in a Model T, we kept driving and Richard came over the CB andis&i& A a

Aay Qi aGSSLI GKSe R2y QiU 1y28 o6KIFIG aidSSLI AaHe
and after one kilometre the mountain went straight up! It was a slow struggle up the
mountain, Richard went well but our car struggledidoad to stop on one hill, and | asked

Marilyn to get out and walk up to make it eastelf looks could kill they cdd have buried

me thereand therl | continued up the hill in spurts of thirty metres or so with several stops

to let the car cool down.
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After about ten minutes Marilyn arrived in the back ofite with the cattle dog, two older
men had offered her a lifand she accepted (regardless of the consequences, at that stage
she had passed caring what might happen to h&ke man got out of the cab and Marilyn
thought that was nice of him but he just got out to help her into the back with the dog and
buckets ofsand! (I guesst ibeats walking up the hill) thegaught up to us about three
qguarters of the way up the hill where Gary had stopped to replenish the radiator and
Richard was making adjustments to the carburettor. After this Marilyn rode with Richard
while Gary crawled up the steep windy last section of the mountain.

We finally made it to the top and pulled into a lookout to have lunch and give the cars a well
earned rest; while we were eating we were joined by a bush turkey which jumped up on the
table toshare with us, if we had been a little bit quicker he could have been dinner!

I FGSNJ fdzyOK ¢S O2yGAydzSR 2y R2gy (G2 d&a. NB{SY
couple of young platypus playing in the river, there were also dozens of small turtles
swimmng around, all this made the trip worthwhile. Satisfied we had communed with

nature we tracked back and found Eungella Caravan Park, it was right eptiod the hill

overlooking avalley lookingall the wayback to Mackaywhat a fantastic view, we justat

and admired it for hours before headingfad the local pub for dinner then into bed for a

well earned rest.

.- L W o - e
" View from the top of Mount Eungella looking back to
Mackay

~
4 Magilyn sharing her lunch with a Bush Turkey near
Eungella QLD

Day 20cMay 9th-9 dzy 3St € I G2 hQ/ 2yySftftd oumn YYOU

After a good nights sleep we woke to spectacular views down the valley to Mackay
alLJLINR EA Y I G St &theyerwerd Rotkaburtag ditting on the table also enjoying the
view! Son we were back on the road heading down that very steep hill, Marilyn was not
looking forward to it but going down was much easier than it was going up. #edtn

low gear for a couple of kilometres to get the feel of the road then when we felt confident
we completed the rest of the desent in top gear. We made it back to Mackay and went
directly to the information centre to meetug A 0 K G KS 2 KMUiAlG@SdBcided y R { Y
to head on over to the coast and see a pub with a reputation for a great view in a place
Ol f f SR.Iltwashax 8l@ gub and was placed on a point with spectacular views out to
Brampton and Cumberlani$lands, the surrounding beachdeft a lot to be desired so we
continued on our way.

We arrived in Kuttabul where Bob and Margaret Wilson had friends who owned a caravan
park; it was nice we were all together again. After a short break Richard, Geoff &
Doreen headed north as Riditais keen to get to Townsville to see his grandsons. Geoff &
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Doreen ended up approx 30kms north of Proserpine and we ended up south as the wind
was a bit strong and we were all tired, after all it was 3.30pm and had been on the road a lot
today.

WesettBR Ayd2 hQ/2yyStt /NGy tIFN] &aSid dzJ Ol
cuppa and talk with the locals.

Day 21¢May 10th-h Q/ 2y y Sttt (2 | @8NP omyp YYO

In the morning we headed off to see Phillip Taylor and his wife, club members who own a
cane fam near ProssePine We spent a lovely hour thergsary & Richard were in their

element looking at the I&dsand seeing all the Model T parts, tractor parts and other junk.
WAOKINR O2dz R y20 ad2L) Grf1{Ay3 lo2dalasa KS &A
lovely break and Phillip made us feel very welcome.

Off we went again as Richard is

keen to get to Ayr to see his

AN} yRaz2ya YR 6S KI g
to go. Pulled into Bowenfor

lunch and sat down by theqpt.

It was very windy and one of the

lodc £ & NBEFSNNBR G2 Al
. 26Syé D ctie NigoleA & G K S
YARYlIYyQa Y2@AS 4! dza
FAL YSR dmgzng How @a

large paddock athe end of town

near the rt could be made into

an old town for filming.
Throughout the town there were

all different sorts of murals on

the walls of buildings so Gary & Richard stopped by a couple that suited their cars and took
photos.

Philip Taylors Cane farm and his blue Model T

On the road again wenet up with Geoff & Doreen Smith and tralesl to Ay,r we pulled
into the local caravan park and Richard went to see his son in laws parents who offered
him a bed for the night.

We played cards with the Smithsnfortunately for us gamblers wiest so wehad to shout
the McDonalds sundae which was next door as a late night treat for,usvadls a pleasant
eveningwith just the two families.

The other group have left their friends caravan park and are staying in Bowen for the night.

Day 22¢ May 11th¢ Ayr to Townsville. (95 Km)
Mothers Day! Marilyn was up early as usual and headed off to the shower waighrge

GKS GAYS L YySSRSR (2 RA3I Ayd2 2dzNJ ASONBG KA
children had entrusted to me before we left home. Marilyn was very pleased to get the
cards and did receive calls from bothetlchildren a little while latershe misses them so

much.
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After breakfast we packed up and drove down to the local markeddl SIX of the stalls
were buzzing with at least ten people in attendance! Not like the big smoke! Marilyn did
manage to pick up one Christmas preseritstart thinking about Christmas a week before
hand! But Marilyn buys all year round.

From here we started out towards Townsville with a short stop to see Richard and his grand
children, he decided to stay a little longer so we left him to enjoy his time withitle k

The Smitk and us arrived on the outskirts of Townsville around 2:30 pm and decided to set
up camp inthe parking area behind the BRutk stop This was probably not our smartest
decision as big rigs were in and out all night and several of therthiftmotors and fridge
units runningwhich echoed across the parking bays, (They say we learn by our m)stakes

The other group arrived a few hours later and went directly to a caravan park on the other

side of town except for Richard and the Whittles ayjoined us, the truck stop had great

amenities and a good restaurant so we made good use of both of these. During dinner Ann
Whittle asked Geoff for a&nof his blue singlet (which he was wearingyvhy asked Geoff,

'Yy NBLX ASR 6¢ kpad BRUZATA 34 RNBB ATNB] S 2yS L ¢
Geoff just laughed and continued eating. When Ann went to the ladies Geoff stood up and
stripped of f SI gAYy 3 KAa aAy3atSid 2y !'yyQa OKIFI AN GKS
customers still eang in the restaurantWe think this made the truckies nightwhen Ann

returned she burst out laughingd dzi RARY Qi 3IS0i KSNJ FNBS O02FFSS

Day 23¢ May 12th¢ TownsvilleBlack Rivek40 Km)

Well, what can one say, it was our choice as to where we slephigist, we were not the

2yteé 2ySa odzi o2& 2K o062& GUKS o6A3 aSYAQa Lz
night sleep.

Today we decided to take in the sights of Townsville, so after breakfast we made our way
through town and up to the lookoutat@ai € S | Af > (KS aiaAday |4 GKS
for two KY CZ 8arilyn wanted to jump out and run a mile after her last hill climb experience.
2Sff OGKA&a KAff ¢glayQid S@OSy | OKIFftSy3asS Ay 7FI
even managed tpass a few, the view from the top was a spectacular 360 degrees from the

ocean to the mountains. After a short breake drove back down to the Botanical gardens

that we could see from théop of the hill. We walked through the strange looking trees and

tropical plants which were huge compared to the plants back in Sydkfesr. morning tea

we took a drive and a walk along the foreshores, there were very few shops open which was
disappointing for the girls but the kids playground had a spectacular huge tank&p

which filled with water then tipped over to splash the kids, there was even a natural
waterfall in the main street, all very nice and refreshing for us.

Found our way into town and the shopping mall not much happening as they were in the
middle ofrenovating the whole place, Gary did manage to buy some sandals to get some
sun onto his very white pommy feet.

From here we headed out to Blagkver some 20 kemaway to a caravan park that the
{YAOKQA KIR 06221SR dza Ay (&@dJossishds(TereeqiokrQa K| @
mascot)so we have to find pet friendly parks to stay in. Geoff and Doreen were already

there and we had to find the placeit seemed to take forever to find and when we finally
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324G GKSNB ¢S O2dz Ry Qriost df kha iiesidéns wéreéSftod Siebsarne 'Y &
family like hillbillies if you get my drift!

After doing domestic chores like washing had acooked dinner and played casthefore
retiring for the night.

Day 24¢ May 13h ¢ Townsville to Rolling®ne. (60 Km)

We have a big day planned ftoday as we had to get back into Townsville for a trip out to
Magnetic Islandinda tour of the island in a stretch Je@pxuryH h dzNJ 3dzA RS dal f ¢
informative and had a lot of local knowledgéle took us to very intergting places and we

even got to sample some green tree aMakd ! LILI NBy df e &2YS &. dzAKA:
nests into a boiling billy to make Green Ant Tea. Mal said they have a nice honey taste if you

bite their bum off but if you just lick them you willake a friend for life!

GO

We saw a koala high in a gum tree and as usual they keep the best till last and we ended up

in a rock wallaby colony near one ®fK S 2 f R ¥ S NNEhadamioallNdedng the a I NXA
wallabies as they came down the rock face fdead, somehad joeys in their pouchest

was hard to leave these lovely little creatures but we had to get back to the ferry and over

to the mainland.

Once back on the mainland we headed

towards Cairns and found a really nice

FNBES OF YLI &aAyiBarkedl f f SR
t I NJ € a Aifle town called

Gw2 flE2AWSHa> AG o a | I
park with brick amenities but only cold

showers, there were plenty of other

campers there and as usual we met a

few of them. Later on the weather

changed and the heavens openeg u

so we sat in our Annex until obattery

went flat so it was offto bed feeling
O2ySYyiSR ¢AGK GKS RI &
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Day 25¢ May 14th¢ Rolling Stone to Tully Heads. (165 km)

After a really peaceful sleep we woke to a beautiful pink sky, on the dirt tloer@ was the
worlds smallest road traiq 15 hairy caterpillars travelling in a line nose to tail it was very
interesting to watchlt was ime for usto hit the road again we are off to visit Ellis Beach
where we had morning tea and a stroll along treabhand through the little township.The

beach was lined with coconut palms and coconuts were everywhere along the beach. From
here we travelled northalong the coasto check out the other beaches and sightsen we
continued on into Ingham where we rhap with the rest of the group. After some catching

up and some shopping we decided to heéadCardwell for lunch.

As we pulled into Cardwell the skies lookedittle threateningsad S RSOARSR (2 R?2
turn and park on the ocean side of the street whehere was a nice grassed verge and

views of the ocean. Just as we opened up to start making lunch the heavens opened and we

all got soaked, some ran to our support caravams,were luckyRichard managed to unroll

his awning and we all stood under itoking very sad and very wet while we enjoyed our

soggy sandwiches!

A very wet lunchstop in Cardwell

¢CKS NIAYy &a02LIISR a Frad a Ad adlNILISR FyR |
601 Y @arully Heads for the nig. We booked into a very nice caravaarkp and we were

a f G23SGKSNI 3AFAYy SEOSLII F2N) 0KS {YAGKQa |y
out all our clothes then settled in for a comfortable evening.
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Day 26¢ May 15th Tully Heads to Cairns. (165 Km)

Last night we had some more rain, not what you wanh&ar when you live under canvas,

we let the annex dry for as long as we could then packed it up still damp and got under way
heading towards Cairns. Wailled into Mission Beach for morninga and had a walk along

the beach, still no white sands and patirees they must keep these all in the resorts.

After morning tea we continued along the coast line until we reached the Bruce Highway
GKSYy ¢S F2ftt26SR (KIG Ayd2 LYyyAaTrAtz AdG g1
time to stop and have a good lkaround as we wanted to make it into Cairns and set up

camp to try and dry out a little more.

We arrived in Cairns mid afternoon and booked iatovery nice caravangok only three
kilometres from the city centre, we set up and | made the annex detaclsab¥ee could use
GKS OFNJ G2 338G I NRdzyR G266y F2NJ (KS ySEG TS5
building the camper, | do the practical stuff and she thinks ahedll seems to work out
that way! We were camped undea large gum tree and to outelight five blue winged
Kookaburras had landed and were all standing in a row watchimgiuk S&S 3JIdz2a R2y Q

like the Sydney Kooka's but they look the same except for the blue wings.
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Day 27¢ May 16th¢ Cairns. (50 Km)

Well, we are finally in aig town so we will be ableotget a few things done, first is off to
Battery World to gea new deep cycle battery as oather one will not keep a charge, also
managed to get a new battery for oG&PS as it has been playing up as well.
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From here walrove into town for a look around, we did a bit of window shopping and had a
late breakfast at McDonald#fterwards ve then walked down to the esplanade where
there was a great swimming pool on thergeof the street which started off very shallow
for the dhildren and went out towards the sea to about six feet deep. We drove back to the
caravanpark to do a few chores wheRichard arrived with his wife Gweneth who hawiafn

up for a few daysThey took us into town in their nice hire car for lunch and a remfi
DsSyQa OK2AO0S ¢gK2 FStf |atSSLI KIf Ftwasga (KNP
great way to spedthe afternoon.

After the movie we drove down to the night markets and spent some time looking at all the
bargains and had a nice simple dinneoat of the local restaurants before heading back to
camp.Marilyn exclaimed she almost felt normal again.

Day 28¢ May 17th¢ Cairns. (0 Km)

Today we are going to be typical tourists; we are catching the steam train from central
station up to Karundalt is a fabulous old train with quite a few carriages antbdk us
along the coast thena fairly steep mountain range through some beautiful rain forests.
We were not far from Cairns as the crow flies but we had to wind around the mountains to
get to the top. When we arrived we were met by a free shuttle bus which took us into the
heart of Karunda and the markets, there were hundreds of them with some very unique
items for sale, Marilyn did manage to purchase a few more Chaistgifts (more weight to
carry)
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After visiting all the markets and some parks and wildlife reserves we caught the Sky ralil
back down the mountain with a halfway stop to look at an interpretive ceriffe views

from the sky rail were spectacular to be so high above the canopynigakown to the

forest floor and to see as far as the eye could see. We really enjoyed the day it had been a
wonderful adventure.

When we arrived back home, Geoff and Dordwd arrived and they had dinner for all of
us so that was a great way to ish off a terrific day!

Day 29¢ May 18th¢ Cairns. (0 Km)

Still in the tourist mood so today it is down to the port and board a ferry over to Green

Island, today is also Ann WhittlesAbNII KR & a2 AdGQa I+ R2dzmftS OSf
around an hour ad the water was a little rough with some waves blowmger the deck but

we were all cosy inside. On arriving at the island we checked out the timetable for events

and had enough time for a leisurely walk around the island, it was well set out with really

nice foliage around the resort and sandy and rocky beaches. We visited the croc farm on the

way around but we were too early for the feeding so we went and had a nice quiet lunch by

the pool where we were attacked by local finches stealing food off duleta

After lunch we went for a cruise in a glass bottom boat to see the coral aadl dea life; it

was great to see all the different corals and fish as we floated slowly around in theuhdat
this wasenjoyed by all. On our return we just had enougheito run down to the croc farm

to watch the feeding and we were suitably impressed by the six metre crock jumping up for
his chicken dinner! Marilyn and | also got to have our photo taken with a liveqcyes we

held it in our hands all three foot ofhi¢ luckily his jaws were taped shut just in case he got
hungry!(Not supposed to tell you that).
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hy NBGAzZNYyAYy3 G2 GKS YFAYElLYyR LY FYR !'yy ¢Sy
FYR L ¢6Syid G2 KIFI@S RAYYSNI gell Gidse byandyisSaso aff NA Sy R
MYOBconsultant Janelle cooked up a storrthere was so much food it was almost
SYOFNNraaAay3d odzi 6S RAR Lizi | RSydG rays Al |y
welcomed It feels great to have been in the one place forl@ng we are really relaxed and

enjoying life to the full.

{

Day 30¢ May 19th¢ Cairns. (30 Km)

Our last day in Cairns, and time to do some maintenance on the cars in readiness for the
next part of the journey, | had to get a new cradle made up for the deep cycle battery

as it was much bigger than the old one so it was off into the industrial area to find a
fabrication shop. About an hour and eighty dollars later | had my new cradle, | was not
happy with the price but what can you do? Back to camplankily the new cradle fitted in
beautifully and the new baery was installed and connected up while Gary was doing his
usual maintenance.

In the afternoon Marilyn went off with her new friend Janelle, they are both MYOB
consultants so Marilyn is in helegnent ¢ they are off to a local meeting then a dinner
afterwards. Marilyn met a lot of new friends and had a good time and is almost back to
normal

Richard took Gweneth to the airport and saw her off then returned to camp to getdni
ready,Richard ad | decided to have takeaway for dinner as we were baching, so off we
walked up the street. After about half an hour we finally found a Pizza Hut and ordered in,
and then we shouted ourselves an ice cream just for the hell of it! Then walked back Jslowly
to camp to wait for Marilyn to return, she eventually arrived around 1pr8@nd was very
happy after enjoying the company of her fellow consultants!

The other group hired a mini bus and went to Cooktown for a couple of days; they will catch
up to us almg the way.
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Chapter 3 z Across the top end

Day 31¢ May 2(th - Cairns to Mareeba. (160 Km)

Headed off to Port Douglas and at long last saw blue water and white sand along the
shoreline just like the brochures, we stopped and had morning tea at EllchBean went

to Rex Lookout which was fantastic. When we arrived in Port Douglas we enjoyed a lovely
walk throughthe township and had an enjoyablench at a caféThe township was not as

big as we thought it might be.

After lunch we headed off towards Meeba and again up the mountains which was net a
steep as Eungella but still went up in kow gear. It is amazing how the landscape changed
as soon as we reached the top of the mountain. Gone was the rainforest look, thick and
green andwas replaced wih sparse trees, brown grass and very open.

Upon reaching Mareeba went to have a look around the Coffee Factory and who was ther
but the Whittles lan is a coffee connoisseUdfrom here we headed out and bumped into
Gil, Laaine & Stan at the informationemtre in town caught up with all their gossip then
headed off to the local caravan park for the night.

Since we have settled in fairly early decided to have a nice lamb roast for tea which we
O0221SR AY 2dz2NJ a5NBIY t2G4¢ YR AO0 ¢l & | oazf dz

Day32¢ May 21st - Mareeba to Atherton. (45 Km)

LG R2SayQi YFGGSNIK2g t1GS 6S 3ISOH dzLd 2NJ K29
ready to rock and roll at around 8.30amher Amesbury's and Daystsaut from Mareeba
for Atherton.

About fifteen minutes @wn the road thecar seemed to jump out of gear. Unable to select
any gearswe stopped, Richard checked the gearbox by cranking the motor all the gears
were turning so we knew the problem was further baglo another tow back into Mareeba.
We asked at thé&ord dealership if we could use their facilities and were refusemhelp at

all from these people. We parked in a paddock across the,r@atted up the caafter
gathering hunks of timber from a demolition site next doand took off the rear O/S wled

to find the wire wheel hub had split; the centre had separated from the flange. We removed
the hub and found a machine shop where we had the hub machined andvislded up

until we can get a replacement. All back together we were back on the road add itne
Atherton for the night- a huge thirty km's away.

Marilyn was happy as her mother called and she heard all the local news from home, it was
good just to hear her voice.

Paul Wood came over to visit us as he was staying in another park in towga&edus an
update on the other group that had been to Cook Town, after a small glass of wine he left
and we played a DVD to kill some time before bed.
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Day 33¢ May 22nd- Atherton to Innot Hot Springs. (90 Km)

Today started off om very light heartedhote, 6 SESNII F NB Y we vévidruhréng Q& RA |
out of sugar packets for Richard kasked him for some more, Richardvgane his plastic

bag of salt, pepperketchup and sugar and saudll outthe sugar fir$ as that is what | use

most of So in divd the hand and out came a large square which looked too big for sugar

and on the front was writterdFor met 6 O2 dzf Ry Qi AMBI RaS @¥yRBBSERRE Kl OS5
on) and Ibust out laughing thinking it was a condom and from here | had the fit of giggles

with tears running down mface6 R2 Say Qi az2dzyR a Fdzyye y2¢ L
the time) it worked out to be tissues for men?

After this humorous start to the day we were off to do some sightseeing, we starit&da

visit to the local lookout irAtherton which was terrificyou could see forever east but not
the ocean and you realised just how high we wéltgen it was offinto town for a look at

the Crystal Caves which was in the main street and then wattteroughthe main drag, it
was delightul. After thiswe headed off for Ravenshoe (pronounced Ravgmse) with a

few side trips along the way. Our first stop was at the town of Millaa Millaa then onto the
Millaa Millaa Falls which we very pretty, we stopped for orning tea and to take some
photos with the falls as the back drop.

 Millaa Millaa Falls Atherton'Tab]__élﬁ'an_as""’*'

Afterwardswe continuedalongthe roadwhich was very windy and steep making it heavy
going for the old cars. We called into Ravenshoe then shortly we reached the turn off to
Millstream Falls the widest fallsin Australia. The falls were running well after all the rain
that fell here earlier this year, its amazing to think back in Sydney people are on a high level
of water restrictions and up here in Far North Queensland all rivers are running with water
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and al waterfalls look greatAfter a very enjoyable lunch at these falls we headed off to
Innot Hot SpringsOn arrival we set up camp quickly then it was off to the hot springs for a
relaxing soak for an hour or so.

Atherton Tablelands '

ItQ lovely to sitand relaxand listento
the family of kookaburras laugh asew
organise tea, its amazing how many
kookaburras we have been seeing,
forgive us if wecontinually comment
on this but wedon@read back over the
past days so wéorget what wehave
written.

Day 34¢ May 23rd- Innot Hot Springs to Mount Surprise. (168 Km)

Today we were treated to breakfast by the caravan park, every few days they provide a
breakfast and today it is Pancakes, it sounded really good so we grabbed our plates and a

fork and headed over to the pool aaevhere the cook was already very busy. There were a

few in the queue in front of us and the pancakesre going fast, soon it was oturn and

the cook slapped a couple of nice thick fluffy black pancakés our plated ¢ KSNB g1 ay
enough maple syrup2t YIF 1S GKSY GFradsS 322R a2 6S RARYyQ
The caravan park allowed us to put our Flying Doctors tin out for donations in exchange for
pancakeg; well done everyone for your donations.

Webroke campt YR 2y (KS NERI Rl ®EY K ly&ihisfisiad/ery ramnfic o
sounding name and we were hoping for some adventure alongdhe, a short distance
along we saw a large sign indicating all vehicles should tourio channel 40 on their UHF
radiosto keep in contact with the roattains that use this route. We all agreed to switch
over and keep the talking down so as not to annoy the truckies.

Interesting Signs
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A little further alongthis Savannah Wathe road narrowed to a single bitumen lane with

wide dirt shoulders, this was very interegjiand also a little woying. We did encounter

several roadrains with three trailers heading towards us so we had to get off onto the dirt
aK2dz RSNR (02 SG GKSY 32 o0&z GKSe gSNB y2i
drama. We also had a femad trains come up behind us, but most of them just wanted a

chat and were not in too much of a hurry so they just stayed behind until we reached one of

the short overtaking strips and off they would go.

We arrived at Undara and drove into the Lava Tuylbsg was one of the sights we all
wanted to see, and we booked in for a 1:00 pm t@und had our lunch while we were
waiting. At 1:00pm our lady guide arrived and loaded us up into a bus then drove us about
fifteen minutes to the track leading down to éhLava Tubes. Our guide was full of
information about the location and the family that owned the property which made the tour
all the more enjoyable, we then explored three of the huge Lava Tubes which were very
interesting, they were formed over 196,00@ars ago when Lava flowed from an active
volcano. The outer surface of the lava flow would cool down due to the colder air
temperature allowing the hot lava to continue on down the hills for miles, this outer skin
became the empty Lava Tubes after the hailten lava had passed through.

After enjoying the tour of the Lava
Tubes we started back towards the
main road through a private property,
as we came to the main gate in the
middle of nowhere there was one car
heading towards us so we had to pull
up. Gay got on the CB radio and made
a comment to Richard about meeting
the only car on the road at that exact
moment, to our surprise a ladies voice
came back over the radio and said
GSO@Sy AF @e2dz KIR Lz t
- &1 KIoS a6 SNISR I NR dzy R
2. ; laughed and eplied courteously to her
and then continued on our way.

ava lTubes =

From here we drove dn Mount Surprise ad booked into one of the two caravamagks, we
chose the one behind the BP petrol station, it had a good collection of semi precious stones
in the office, los of birds and a Shetland pony next door which kept Marilyn busy for a
while.

We decided to treat ourselves and ate out at the local takeaway which was at the front of
the park, Richard and | orderecinburgers and they were HUGE, real country size meals
out here!

Day 35¢ May 24th- Mount Surprise to Croydon. (243 Km)

Woke to a beautiful sunny morning, had a quick breakfast then packedrapbed some
fuel out the front when we spiedaroad train with three fuel eankers parked across the road
g S O2 dzbisktle®@pportunity for a photo next to these giants of the road then we
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were off again heading towards Croydon.
On the way out of town we saw a sign
asking all vehicketo go through a car wash
to remove any grass and seeds to help stop
the spread of some noxious weeds, j
Marilyn was travelling with Richard this
morning and he said OK lets go through!
Well he went across fairly quickly and the
water came on just passed the front door
so they escaped getting drowned. Having
watched this from behind becured my
side curtains then drove acrogghe water
pressure was so great it blasted through under the side curtains and completely drenched
me ¢ we all had a good laugh and luckily it was a nice warmsgaye continued on our

way.

Back on the SavanhaVay it was not long befe we came across some roadwsikil K I (0 Q a
OK but they were spraying water to keep the red dust dogwvell needless to say that nice
wet red dirt sprayed up all over our nice clean wet cars and it really sticks!

There were lots bcars, caravans and road trains heading the opposite way, most were very
courteous and we chatted to som@ ¥ (G KS (G NHzO1ASa 6K2 O2dz Ry Qi
attempting to do. We stopped in Georgetown for morning tea and visited the information
centre wherethe two ladies were very nice and helpfuthey even went out to take photos

of our cars. Back on the road and more single lane highway, we finally made it into Croydon
and found a nice caravan park to set up for the nighie then walked through town ku
everything was closed, so onto the pub to have a cool drink which was served up by two
German back packer young ladiéd.the end of the bar was an open window and to our
surprise this turned out to be the drive through bottle shop, it was weird tossémur wheel

drive pull up to the window and order his slab of beer then drive off again. We have a friend

at Narrabri, Naomi Hall who is married to a wheat farmer, she calls Marilyn City and she
OFrftfa KSNJI/2dzyiNEB FyR ¢S Kve®dBe faelveryicitited GBtNE Y |
here in the country.

As we walked back to camp
there were several Kites flying
around looking for food, they
are a fairly large bird of prey
and looked quite impressive
as they flew past us.

Gil, Laraine and Stan met up
with us back at camp and we
all talked about our different
experiences, as they were
now in a modern car they
were able to go off and see
more things on their tour of

e

The Historic Police Precinct of Crayd
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the country. The others are a day behind us and have stayed at Undara and will visit the
Lava Tubes tomorrow.

Day 36¢ May 25th¢ Croydon to Normanton. (170 Km)

After a leisurely breakfast we packed up and then went for another walk around town, it

was a beautifully preserved township with a police precinct; we looked through the police
station and old court house and admired the lovely old street lights which complimented

the era of the old homes. After our walk we drove four kilometres out of town to Lake

. STt Y2NB:I gKAOK gla (GKS G2eyQa o (SN ZdzZLJLX & 3
RARY QO adlre f2y3o

L { é& to det under way as we are heading to Normanton today aboutk¥s@away,

after about an hour we stopped for morning tea Leichhardt At this point Marilyn
commented on how many suburb names were the same as back in Syefeayng back to

Croydon, Belmore Lakes and Leichhardt which are all neighbouring suburbs in Sydney.

Onward again and we arrived in Normanton around 12:30 pm, did a drive through to check

it all out then tried to get lunch at one of the three pulsNo luck it is not peak tourist
aSlazy a2 GKSe 2yteé aASNIBS RNAyl1aH 2SSttt GKI G
and made our own lunch. We had also met up with theASG K Q& 'y R 2 KAGGf S5
already set up in the caravan park a f&¥ Qaut of town. After lunch we went to check out

GKS 2fR NIAfgle aidliArAz2y 6KSNB GKS aDdzZ ¥ [ |y
next morning and got talking to the driver (as one does) the next thing you know we are out

in the shed having a personalisesut of the old AEG Motor rail with a crank start just like

GKS a2RSt ¢Qasx 2yfe& o0AIIASNW®

Roland Hulbert arrived and filled us in on what the other group had been doing. Apparently
Bob Wilson had been having problems starting his car, and after fitting abaé&ery and
towing the car around the caravan park they found there was no petrol itchid

Further down the road he burnt out two valves, managed to tow the car to a machine shop

and had some new valves fitted and then he was back on the road.

tisSudAy3a t1GS a2 6S 0221SR Ayd2 GKS 201t C
that was its name and colour! | think people will do anything out here to attract tourists.

Richard suggested that now the temperature was starting to climb it may bebgttget
up and leave earlier and get off the road by 2:00 pm if we cquig all agreed!

Day 371 May 26thi Normanton to Karumba. (73 Km)

Up at G@mto have breakfast pack up amget ready for our short trip on the Gulf Lander AEG
Railcar. We drove dawto the station and purchased our tickets then the driver gave us a
very informative talk on the history of the Gulf Lander motor rail and all the people behind
it. We then all climbed aboard for a very jerky and noisy 20 minute journey to a siding called
Four Mile. Here the driver made us get out while he made a three point turn then picked us
all up again for the return trip back into Normanton.
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Back at the station we heard more about the original workshops etc then we were invited to
photograph our cas with the rail motor, of course we didn't hesitate and everyone got a
camera full of photos.

The AEG GulflanderiMotor rail in Normanton

“ with Gary and Ritharde: Cars Normanton on the Gulf of Caipenteria
: ; {

After this adventure we headed norwest to Karumba, stopped for morning tea at Walkers
Creek with everyone, Amesbury's, Days, Whittle's, Smith'd,a&dine and Stan Bruce.

Back on the road to Karumba as the temperature climbed to around 30 degrees, made it to
our camp ground by about 1:00 pm then went into town to see the Barramundi hatchery
which was very interesting and informative. Later in the engrafter an oil change we went
down to the beach to watch the sunset over the ocemnd hadfish and chips for dinner.

The sunsets over the ocean up here are unbelievalide lots of pink,another great day.

Marilyn is still amazed with the amount of 8§ she is seeing, at one stage she counted 26
KFgla 3IEtARAY3I KAIK 2y GKS AN LRO1SdGa Ay
OANR fATFTS KFa OKIYy3aSRI y2i MHMESBYSB Yl vi&B2 N
changed dramatically!

0K ¢
y &2

: Sunset at Karumba on the Gulf

Day 381 May 27th- Karumba to Bourke and Wills Roadhouse. (281 Km)
Happy Birthday Doreen

It is a cooler morning today for the long drive south towards Mount Vga.had an early
breakfast and bid farewell to our friendthen Richard Dgywhittles ard Amesbury's left
and drove from Karumba back to Normanton where we stopped to pick up a few provisions.
From here the road conditions were not the best, there were sections of rough road and
many single lane sections where we met trucks and caravans goingth directions. We
stopped for morning tea about 40 km out of Normanton at a rest area, then back behind the
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wheel for more of the same scenery for miles and miles. Had lunch at another rest area
about 60 km from the Bourke and Wills Roadhouseere we met a young French couple
travelling around they were surprised to see our old cars out in the middle of nowhere.

After lunch it was a short trip to the roadhouse where we made camp for the evening and
performed some minor maintenance on the canse rattled the tin for the Royal Flying
Doctor to all who asked about the cars.

It is a little windy this afternooandthe cool breeze during the day made it ideal for driving
the cars. The Smith's followed us later in the day but decided to free camp duittitesr
down the road(80 Km)which was a shame as we were planning to have a daghdinner
with them for Doreen (we guess they wanted some privacy!!)

Before we went to the onsite pub/restaurant we were resting near our camper when a
small helicopte flew in low and fast, landing just on the other side of the fence from us, the
pilot unpacked all his gear before turning off the motor and heading into his shack for a
shower.We guess out here this is the same as going to work in our@aby train these

guys do the cattle round ups with these amazingnffymachines (airborne drovers), how
the other half live.

We all had a nice meal in the pub then Richard tried using the phone box to call home with
some difficulty(we hope his wife Gweneth believé® tried) then we settled in for the
night.

Day 391 May 28th- Bourke and Wills Roadhouse to Mount Isa. (270 Km)

Garyand | were enjoying our first cuppa of the day at 6.15&nary is getting use to raising
early) it was still dark when we heard the arer start up the helicopterafter a few
minutes it lifted off and flew away into the dariff to work, how interesting for us!

A very early startoday on the road by 7:45 am, it was a cool morning so the cars a#
running well. Drove for @ km andfound the Smiths at a road side reatea so we stopped
for morning tea and a chat. @rard again to Cloncurry and Marilyn was over the moon as
they had a Woolworths, so she quickly hit the shops for a pantry tiedéili we settled into

the local park folunch

The scenery is interesting does change continually along this road. One minute it has lots
of trees which are much smaller in height than the coast and the grass is long. Basarad

Page |43



The Model T Ford Centenary Tour of Australia

about 200kms from where we stayetb (be truthful completelyin the middle of nowherg
mowing the edges, this took of@ncy but at least he had a job.

Back in the cars for the last stretch into Mount Isa, arrived at 3:00 pmt we the
Information centre where Gary, lan, GeoRichard& Rolandbooked an undergroad mine

tour for tomorrow. We found a nice caravan park and set up camp for the eveniatgr we

had a phone call from Jim McKern in the other group, they have had a few problems with a
Ring gear, brake bands etc and are ordering parts to repair the@ay$.araine and Stan are
heading down to meet up with us and | believe Rowland is doing the same. Our group
(group 1) is heading for Alice Springs, Group 2 have decided not to go to Alice Springs so
they will spend more time in other places and wal all meet up again in Darwinall going

well.

Day 401 May 29thi Mount Isa. (15 Km)

2S RARYQi(O afSSL) OSNB ¢Sttt flad yAakKaGz azysS 2
across the road from us started playing loud music followed by argumentshanda fight

with children crying and women screaming.

Anyway after a quick breakfasgary, GeoffRichard, Rolandnd lanwalked down townto

the underground Mine tour, theyad to don orange overalls, gum boots and hard hats,
really looked the part. e tour lasted three hours and was really informative and realistic
including blasting two work faces during the tour. On the way back to camp we got side
tracked into Auto One and Super Cheap Auto where we bought a few (necessary) parts and
oil. Meanwhile the Marilyn, Doreen & Anmvent out for some retail therapy at the local
shops including a trip to the local hairdresser.

After lunch we went back into town for shopping and to check the post office for my
replacement wheel hublt was there thanks to ouriends in Queensland.

Went out to the club for dinner and Doreen won second prize in the 2% worth of
meat from the local butcher.

Day 411 May 30thi Mount Isa to Avon Downs(259 km)

We had a second very bad night as the same local peopléestgrartying around 11pm and
went all night- several fights and police in attendance this tindédn't make for a good
nights sleep. We did complain to the park owners but teted that theyhad no control

over the localsbut it made us feel better!

Off again, travelling towards the Northern TerritotMarilynOF y Qi KSf LI G KAY {1 A Y =
that the landscape is not whathe had expected; green trees everywhe very little red
earth or barren patches.

A little further down the road we spotted dakhing light in the distance and thought there

may have been an accident, as we drew closer we were waved to the side of the road by a

fl Re& LRfAOS 2FFAOSNI oNI YyRAAKAY3I | KIFIYR KSfF
O2dzf Ry Qi o0StA§FOI3E dRrRIZ] SR AKNRPARAE GKS a02LIS a
she was a good sport and posed for a few photos while she breathalysed Gary!
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We stopped and had lunch at
Camooweal, and approx 1km
out of town the trees
disappeared and all you could
see were brown plains ¢ no
trees! It was unreal, patches of
bare earth and no trees.

We stopped at the border for a
photo shoot and then travelled
down to Avon Downs which is a
lovely roadside stop over. Many
others arrived with vans and
tents setting up after us-or tea

we had a lovely BBQ,
compliments of Gedf& Doreen
from their raffle whing prize. It was lovely sitting under the dark sky in front of the log fire
just talking and enjoying each others company. Meeting the other travellers at these rest
areas idike a giant network, you get all the good news about where to stay and where to
get the cheapest petrol, plus you get to meet new friends every day.

Day 421 May 31sti Avon Downs to BarkleyHomestead (193 Km)

Today our destination is the Barkléljomestad, the weather has been cool and we had a
tail wind which made the cars run very nicely. Again had several stretches with single lane
road and a few road trains, caravans and four wheel drives. The countryside is filled with
thousands of termite moundgdm 30cm high to over 1.5 metragiess this is not the best
place to build a wooden house!

Back on the road for the last stretch for the daye arrived at theHomesteadabout 3:00
pm and settled in for the night, met lots of people as we usually doerotd cars.

Later we had a call from Jim
McKern who had major
problems and was now back
in Cloncurry, the motor was
knocking and he was unsure
at the time if it was a bigend
or a main bearing. We asked
a fellow caravaner if he was
going back via Cloncurgnd
he was so he took the spare
conrod's to give to Jim in
case this was the problem.

Page |45



















































































































































































































































