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responsibility for the correctness or quality of the articles.  The Model T Ford Club of Australia 
(NSW) Inc., caters for owners of original style Model T Fords (and Fords prior to the Model T) 
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through monthly meetings, rallies and tours, social events, club registration HVS) and 
information about club activities and technical information pertaining to Model T Fords, 
especially Australian versions and also “The Bent Wire” magazine. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Behind the Wheel 
I am hoping that you all had a great Christmas with family 
and friends. In its infancy, I thought that social media had the 
potential to be a useful tool.  However, I now believe that my 
initial thinking was flawed.  Irrespective of whatever subject 
you are interested in, whatever social media platform you are 
on, there is so much “information” that is blatantly wrong, misleading, and sometimes 
derogatory that I have very little faith in it anymore. To me, too many people appear to 
have a hidden agenda to just burst into print, discredit others or a product or a service, 
that I have very little interest in following any of them.  So, you need to make up your 
own mind – if it sounds plausible to you, then in your mind it may be OK, but please be 
wary of what you read and see on social media. Think, ask others, apply the principle of 
“common sense”, before you take what is written as the truth.  
Please make sure that you are a current financial member of our Club.  If you wish to 
remain a member of our Club and have not yet paid your 2025 membership fee of $45, 
then please do so.  Jim McKern has been appointed as Assistant Treasurer, so see Jim at 
a meeting where he will accept your membership fees and issue you with a receipt.  Being 
a financial member is a prerequisite for you to be able to have/keep your Model T on 
Conditional Registration.   
Remember – 
IF YOU’RE NOT FINANCIAL, YOUR MODEL T ISN’T TECHNICALLY 
REGISTERED 
The number of Model T’s that attend Club events is low, considering the number of cars 
that we have on Conditional Registration.  I understand driving a Model T in modern 
traffic does come with challenges, but as a Club member, you have a modern car, and we 
would like to see you at some of our future Club events that we have planned for 2025. 
It seems that my words, yet to be published, were heard.  Even though the Twilight Run 
was cool and damp, it was very well attended with one Model T braving the elements.  
Australia Day at Wilberforce was also well attended - well done. 
As I mentioned in the last Bent Wire, each person on your Management and Operations 
Committee is a volunteer who will do their best in that role.  We are here to enjoy our 
hobby of the Model T, so let’s do that.  No-one deserves criticism, so a helping hand from 
time to time would be welcome.  If you want to grizzle, then I am more than happy to 
nominate you for a committee position at the end of the year. 
Looking forward to seeing you out and about. 
John 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

CLUB MEETINGS 
Don’t forget meetings are also broadcast online for all 
to participate. This is an easy way for those living out 
of Sydney to attend. Emails with the link for the 
meetings are sent a day or so before hand. 
If you haven’t received an email, contact the Secretary. 
(mtfcanswsec2023@gmail.com) 
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EDITORS REPORT 
Hi members, well here is the first magazine for 2025, 
There are some good stories coming this year and I hope you 
enjoy them. 
If your vehicle has not been on the cover then give me a call 
so we can put it there, I do need any cover photos to be taken 
at 45 degrees on the front right-hand side so the back will end 
up on the back page. 
There have been some new changes to the plate system and 
John has written out what you should need to know, there will be more in the next 
issue as we receive them and they will be passed onto Bill. 
For the members that have paid your magazine and gazette will carry on for the 
rest of this year.  
For the members that are lagging on their fee (a whole $45) this will be your last 
magazine but you will get the next gazette if your email address is correct or if we 
have it on file. 
We have found there are still some email address’s missing from the spread sheet 
and members who no longer have land lines or have changed mobile numbers in 
the last 4 year to be corrected. 
If any members have any addresses of the old Ford agents or T body builders that 
were around in the late teens (1917 to 1926) could you let me know via email or 
give me a call. (Not before 10AM please.) 
Events section. 
I have put an announcement on page 23 re the Bent Wire Gazette for those not 
receiving it as yet. 

Happy model T-ing.  Ray 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Wanted for the magazine. 
Stories for the magazine, do you have any tinker tips or 
questions about the running of your, for sales or run reports 
then please let me know so I can ad items of interest to be read. 

Have you checked out the club’s the Facebook Pages. 
lately? 

 

  Model T Ford Club of Australia NSW inc 
 

  Aussie Model T Ford Speedsters Chapter 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AUSTRALIA NSW 
(INC.) HELD ON THE  17th JANUARY 2025 AT THE VETERAN CAR CLUB, QUEEN ST 

FIVEDOCK AND BY VIRTUAL TECHNOLOGY                                                                             
 

OPENING      
The meeting was opened by the President, John Vickery, at 8:10 pm.  
John welcomed a new member, Tim Brodie. 
PRESENT 
There were 19 Members, and no visitors in attendance and were recorded in the 
attendance book.  
VIRTUAL ATTENDEES: Steve Flemming, Larraine Whitehouse, David Killey, David 
Walker, Ray Green, Peter Shaw. 
APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Bob Hawke and Greg Lewis.                 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the General meeting held on 15th November were published in the 
November/December issue of the Bent Wire. Assuming that they were read, were read, 
acceptance of the minutes was moved for adoption by Tim Wynn Jones and seconded 
by Jim McKern and carried. 
BUSINESS ARISING 
There was no business arising from the minutes.  
CORRESPONDENCE IN 
Letter received of notice of refund for overpayment. 
CORRESPONDENCE OUT 
 There was no correspondence out.  
BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE 
Steve Fleming to complete form to recover refund.  
NEW MEMBERS 
There was one new member: Tim Brodie. An application from a new member has been 
received, but fees have yet to be paid. 
 Financial Members 
At.. 31/12/24 there were 61 financial members, 63 unfinancial members and one 
applicant. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurers Report for November and December report was read out which moved by 
Tim Wynn Jones and seconded by and Phil Campbell – approved.                                  
The Treasurer’s Report was moved by Tim Wynn Jones and seconded by Phil Campbell 
and approved.         
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE TREASURER’S REPORT 
There was no Business Arising from the Treasurer’s Report. 
EDITOR'S REPORT 
The Gazette will be circulated on 19/01/25. Ray called for any stories of member’s cars 
for the Bent Wire. 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT 
There were no special trips recorded for the month. There are 28 vehicles, and 22 cars 
registered on logbooks. Members were cautioned that payment of club fees are also a 
prerequisite to registration and insurance. Cars must not be driven on the road unless 
payments have been made. 
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CMC REPORT 
There was no CMC report 
CFC REPORT 
The next meeting scheduled for 10th February. 
EVENTS REPORT 
Sunday 18 January: Twilight Run 
Sunday 26 January: Australia Day at Australian Pioneer Village, Wilberforce. Depart 
McDonalds McGrath Hill at 8:30am 
Friday 21st February: Mini Swap Meet at Fivedock, from 7:00pm to 8:00pm. 
Sunday 23rd February: Breakfast Run at Auburn Botanical Gardens – arrive 7am, BYO 
everything. 
Sunday 9th March: Display for all CFC Clubs at Lindwood House Guildford. Opens at 
8:00am. $5 per person. 
Sunday 23rd March: Dress up and display at Antegra Drive Leppington. Arrive from 
10:00am. Members invited to offer residents short rides. Sausage sizzle provided for 
members with T’s. For more details, contact Gary  
Amesbury 0414431411 
April Club meander run to Hawksbury TBA.  
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 Each of the following nominees have confirmed that they were willing to stand for 

these positions during 2025 and were approved: 

o Events    Phil Campbell 
o CMC Rep   --- 
o CFC Rep   Dean Whitehouse 
o Librarian Video Library Phil Campbell 
o Webmaster  Gary Amesbury 
o Registration Inspector Richard Day 
o Registration Inspector Dean Whitehouse 
o Rego Trainee Inspector David Walker – in training 
o Rego Trainee Inspector Charlie Sharpe – in training 
o Rego Trainee Inspector Andrew Webb – in training 
o Registration Inspector Gil Whitehouse  

 
TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 
There were no Technical Discussions. Tim Brodie asked for the name of a reliable 
radiator core cleaner. Richard Day will advise. 
FOR SALE AND WANTED ITEMS 
Ray Green reported that Graham McRea has a large collection of T parts – contact Ray 
Green. 
NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 21st February 2025 at 8.00pm. 
CLOSURE 
The meeting was closed at 8:55pm. 
 
Signed: …………………………. 
President 
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EVENTS REPORT due to date error. 
 
Friday 21st February: Mini Swap Meet at Fivedock, from 7:00pm to 8:00pm. 
 
Sunday 23rd February: Breakfast Run at Auburn Botanical Gardens – arrive 7am, 
BYO everything. 
 
Sunday 9th March: Display for all CFC Clubs at Lindwood House Guildford. Opens 
at 8:00am. $5 per person. 
 
Sunday 23rd March: Dress up and display at Antegra Drive Leppington. Arrive from 
10:00am. Members invited to offer residents short rides. Sausage sizzle provided for 
members with T’s. For more details, contact Gary  
Amesbury 0414431411 
 
April Club meander run to Hawksbury TBA.  
 
May Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th 
Campbelltown Steam Museum. Open days 9.30am to 3.30pm at 86 Menangle Road,  
Menangle Park. 
www.modeltfordclubnsw.org.au 

In case of wet weather check website early morning or contact run organiser.   
If you would like to organise a run please contact Phil Campbell on 0449 671 213    
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE… 
THERE WILL BE “NO APRIL CLUB MEETING” 
AS IT FALLS   ON GOOD FRIDAY THIS YEAR. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
OH&S WORK PRACTISE APPROVED. 1920’S. 
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The story of the 1916 WW1 vehicle. Cover story by Peter Martin. 
The story of my 1916 T which graces this month’s cover begins, for me, in 1982.  
However, the background to me acquiring it goes back a few years before that when 
Dad purchased the very original 1911 T Touring car that was owned by Colin Bryson. 
Unfortunately, that car no longer resembles its lovely former self having passed through 
many hands and being heavily modified in the years that followed. 
Quite a number of years after 
Dad bought the ’11 and 
following Col Brysons death, 
we were given the opportunity 
by Paula Bryson to acquire the 
remaining model T parts in 
Col’s collection, amongst that 
were the remains of my 1912 T 
and this 1916 T.  
I restored the ’12 and had it on 
the road by October 1987, the 
16 had to wait until the mid-
2000’s before I got around to it.  
As the ‘12 is a factory body 
style I decided to do something 
different with the ’16 and as I am involved with a WW1 living history group having an 
interest in that era, I decided to make it a representation of an army general service 
wagon of that war. 
Mechanically the car is stock model T and as close to 1916 correct parts as possible 
apart from the Ruckstell axle, the addition of which make a Model T a real pleasure to 
drive.  
Bob Croft built the engine and gearbox, but the remainder of the chassis restoration 
work was done by me.  
For the body construction, I did a lot of research to identify an appropriate design that 
would work as a practical vehicle to use as a restored car on rallies, but also as closely 
as possible represent a vehicle 
of the 'first world war.  
The Australian War memorial 
has a great online resource in 
their photo library as well as 
their military heraldry experts to 
provide advice on colours 
markings etc.  
One thing that irks me, are early 
cars such as this representing 
WW1, being painted in olive 
drab green which wasn’t used 
until WW2.  
The colour I used was as 
recommended by the AWM for 
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which they supplied both a 
colour chip and the mix 
codes which they had 
developed for use on their 
restorations, they call it 
Leyland Green, but it is 
essentially a colour match 
from an original vehicle in 
their collection. 
I mocked-up some basic 
shapes to get the body 
proportions right to my eye, 
keeping in mind that I didn’t 
want the large overhang the 
WW1 ambulance bodies 
had because they just look awkward, as well as for ease of trailering, then  
set about making what I think turned out to be not too bad from a look and  
practicality point of view. I fabricated all if the body strengthening brackets and  
ensured only slot head wood screws and square head nuts and bolts were used  
to enhance authenticity. 
The car drives very well, smooth and vibration free thanks to the fully balanced  
engine/gearbox and steers with a very light touch for some reason, it is much  
lighter in the steering than my 1912 and with the addition of the Ruckstell pulls  
well.  
I am yet to finish the roof/canopy but have made a start with the brackets, bows  
etc, we can’t rush these things it’s only been on the road for 15 or so years….. 

 
Peter martin. 
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For members wishing to make a direct deposit to pay club fee’s. 
Payment of club fees. For those members who wish to pay 
by bank deposit or bank transfer. 
Commonwealth Bank. Acc Name: Model T Ford Club of 
Australia, 
BSB: 062-152 Acc No: 00902117 
“Remember to add your name for reference.” 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
To members on club plates. 
This club and the Tof NSW runs on the phyical year meaning 1st Jan to 31 
Dec, if your vehicle is on club rego with the Model T Ford Club of Australia 
NSW inc and you have not renewed your membership by the above date 
then your vehicle is now not to be driven on the road as it is unreguisted 
and uninsured till your fees are paid. 
The club inspectors will not be able to inspect your vehicle untill the fees 
have been paid.Twilight Run 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
The club Twilight Run report. 
The Twilight Run was held on Saturday afternoon of January 18th, 2024, at the Rouse 
Hill Regional Park, west of Parramatta. Thirteen members attended, with only John 
Hunter’s T present. The experience of recent terrible weather conditions in Sydney, 
including high winds and rain, and from frightening warnings in weather reports, the 
rest of the company attendees were deterred the from exposing their precious Ts to 
terrible conditions. Surprisingly, apart from a couple of short and minor drizzles, the 
weather was fine throughout the evening. 
We were all familiar with this venue, having been there previously. There is an adequate 
sheltered area, large enough to accommodate a party of our size, and it was reasonably 
close for attendees. The occasion was a typical Club occasion: conversations flowed 
constantly, ranging from the usual exchange of technical discussions, happy swapping 
of reminiscences and swapping of general yarns.  
As dusk approached, it was time to part company, after nearly four hours of happy 
camaraderie. We are a very friendly bunch! Thank you, all you beautiful people. 
Tim Wynn Jones 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
Members of the Model T Ford Club of Australia NSW Inc. with a registered Model 
T.   
If you have a Model T Ford and you want it registered on the Historic Vehicle Scheme 
(HVS) through our Club: 
  Your Model T must be at least 30 years of age and must not be modified.                                                
Your Model T must comply with applicable vehicle standards at the date of manufacture.                  
Your Model T must be as close to original condition as possible, with no alterations 
except for safety such as stop lights, turn indicators, accessories and safety items. 



11 

 You must be a member of a Transport for NSW recognised historic vehicle club, for 
which the Model T Ford Club of Australia (NSW) Inc. is.  

Initially, your Model T will need to be inspected by one of our Club Registration 
Inspectors for Conditional Registration, or if you want “full registration” and your Model 
T has been unregistered for more than 3 months, or when transferring full registration 
from another state or the Model T has been imported from overseas, you will need to 
obtain a Blue Slip from an authorized vehicle inspection station. 
Following your Model T’s initial registration, your Model T will need to be inspected by 
one of our Club Registration Inspectors or you need to obtain an eSafety Check (pink 
slip) from an authorized vehicle inspection station, and you do need to be a financial 
member of our Club at the time of inspection. 
If your Model T passes inspection by our Registration Inspectors as being eligible for 
Conditional Registration, you will need to be verified by them as being a financial 
member of our Club.   
Our Inspectors also check and initial that your Model T has current Insurance – noting 
Company name, type of insurance, policy number and expiry date. 
When you go to Transport for NSW to pay your Conditional Registration, you have an 
option to place your Model T on the logbook scheme or not.  Irrespective of the option 
chosen, your Model T will be registered to be on the road for the next 12 months to attend 
Club events.  If you are on the logbook scheme, you can attend Club organized events, 
plus you can take your Model T out on the road for another 60 days, provided you make 
a signed entry in your logbook. 
If you are stopped by the police, they may ask for your driver’s licence, and they may 
also ask to see your current Conditional Registration certificate as well as your Certificate 
of Approved Operations. They may also ask why you are on the road – if so, you may 
need to produce the latest copy of the Bent Wire or the Gazette, showing the details of the 
Model T run that is on that day.  If you are on the logbook scheme, you may be asked to 
produce all the above documentation, but if you are not on a Club run, you will need to 
produce your logbook with a signed entry for that day entered. 
In my sixty odd years of driving a Model T, I have been pulled over by the Police on 
several occasions, asked to produce my driver’s licence and tell them where I am going.  
However, producing certificates of registration and approved operations, along with the 
run details and logbook are at the discretion of the Police, BUT THEY CAN ASK and if 
they do, you will need to produce them. 
Your membership receipt does not need to be carried with you – this is not a Police or 
Transport for NSW matter.  However, should you be unfortunate to have a motor vehicle 
accident with your Model T, your insurance company could ask if you are a financial 
member of our Club.  Here is where it could become an issue if you are not a currently 
financial member of our Club at the time of a motor vehicle accident. 
For most Model T’s (not all), Conditional Registration coincides with the members’ 
payment of Club fees at the end of the financial year.  However, there are member’s Model 
T’s that have been registered throughout the year that results in an overlap of registration 
with Club fees – several months when a Model T is potentially unregistered due to the 
non-payment of membership fees.  To bring ALL Model T’s in line with the same date 
for registration, would require you to cancel your mid-year registration, relinquish your 
current plates, then have your Model T inspected and reapply for a new registration in 
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November – I believe that you will lose your current plates, with a new number and new 
plates issued when you begin a new registration in November. 
In summary – 
If you own a registrable Model T Ford and want it registered on Historic Vehicle Plates. 

 You need to be and remain a financial member of our Club, for the registration to be 

valid  

 Your Model T does require either Comprehensive or Third-Party Property insurance 

 You need to complete a Historic Vehicle Declaration form  

 You need to have your Model T inspected by one of our Registration Inspectors. 

 Decide if you want to be on the logbook scheme or not. 

 Pay your Conditional Registration. 

 Always Carry your current Conditional Registration and Certificate of Approved 

Operations with you in the Model T as well as the current Bent Wire or Gazette 

showing the days run details. 

 If on the logbook scheme, ensure your logbook entry is complete and signed, and 

you have it in your Model T. 

 You do not need to carry your current membership receipt with you in your Model T. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
What a shame to see these two vehicles damaged. 
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This is the results when some thing comes loose in the transmission and 
fly wheel. 
Here are some pictures from my speedster which threw some magnets out of bed at 
Rattletrap a few years ago. Lucky the guy that built the car put some plate around 
the pedals which protected my feet. From Steve Fleming.  
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Twilight Run - Saturday 18th January, by David Walker. 
Historically for many years the first club run of the year is the Twilight Run, and this 
year was no different.  Even the location in recent years seems to be locked in at Rouse 
Hill Regional Park where we seem to occupy the same covered area - maybe we could 
ask it to be named for the club.............. 
The day was not looking great and may have deterred some attendees, however many of 
the usual faces were there.  We started arriving around 3pm, and remained until around 
6pm.  The event is basically a very laid-back time, and all byo.  The time went quickly 
sitting around and talking, about anything and 
everything.  One thing discussed was the conditions on our 
HVS registration showing on the paperwork we carry not 
many realized.  It raised a few thoughts not many thought we 
could do on log books.  If you want to know, ask someone 
who was there and talking about that, or better still come 
along next year! 
We had nine people there, so we will see you all there next 
year.                                                                 John Hunters 1926 Tourer 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Australia Day - Sunday 26th January. By David Walker. 
Our annual pilgrimage to Australian Pioneer Village at Wilberforce took place again for 
our Australia Day Run.  Australia Day is often either 40 plus degrees, or wet and not 
very nice.  This year we had fine and a warm to hot day - just perfect.   
We met at McDonalds McGraths Hill and left there around 8;45am, somewhat 
uneventful, with the exception of a quick U-Turn which saw us going in through the 
front gate - I think we upset some people on the gates, expecting us to enter through the 
back gates! 
Parking up, we were joined by a number of other T's, including one that had battery 
issues before leaving home.  It was great to catch up with a new member and hear about 
their new car, one that many club members would know. 
Many will remember the Village from their school days, or even from the 2010 Windsor 
Rally.  There is a lot to see, and things you don't notice at first.  Along with a range of 
cars and trucks from various clubs, there was also 
assorted machinery, plus many other historic 
displays, train rides, tractor trailer rides and those 
small Penny Farthings for the kids. 
It is one of those runs, that there seems to be 
more and more public turn up each year, and 
sitting / standing around, a lot of comments could 
be heard indicating a lot of interest in the cars, 
something we should continue to encourage! 
We had 14 people there, so why not come out and 
have a great day next year. 
There was 2 other members there with another 
display whose cars are in the photos. 
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Photos by Tim Brodie. 

 
                        Photo by Kylie Miller. 
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Tinkering Tips from 1968 Model T Times. 



17 

 



18 

A Comparison: 1903 Ford Model A vs. 1903 Cadillac Model A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posted on March 21, 2024 by MCG .Sent by Steven Graham from T Ford of Facebook. 
The 1903 Cadillac Model A and the 1903 Ford Model A have a common point of origin: 
with Henry Ford. How similar are the two Model As? Let’s take a look.                      
Through the years, historians have pondered the similarities between the 1903 Cadillac 
Model A and the 1903 Ford Model A. In no small part, that is due to the fact that Henry 
Ford had a hand in both. More than one writer has declared the two cars virtually 
identical except for their engines. But how similar are they? That’s worth a closer look, 
but first, some background: 
Before the Cadillac Automobile Company came to be, it was known as the Henry Ford 
Company. Formed in November of 1901 with Ford as minor shareholder and chief 
engineer, its goal was to manufacture a $1,000 car. But by March of 1902, Ford and his 
major investor William H. Murphy were totally at odds, and Ford departed with the 
rights to his name and $900. 
With a new technical leader on board, Henry M. Leland, and a new name, Cadillac, 
after the founder of Detroit, Murphy’s company carried on, and Cadillac had its first 
automobile ready in October. Meanwhile, Ford went to work on his own car and with 
new backing, he 
was doing 
business as the 
Ford Motor 
Company by 
February of 1903. 
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Under the supervision of Leland, Cadillac had a running prototype completed on 
October 17, 1902. (The similar 1904 chassis is shown above.) The frame was 
constructed of L-section steel with a wheelbase of 70 inches and a track width of 54.5 
inches. The engine was mounted under the seat with a two-speed planetary transmission 
and chain drive to the rear axle. Semi-elliptic leaf springs front and rear provided the 
suspension, and the chassis rolled on wood 12-spoke wheels and standard 28×3 tires. 

Meanwhile, Henry Ford’s Model A (pictured from underneath here) was built on a C-
channel steel frame with a wheelbase of 72 inches and a track width of 55 inches. Its 
engine was also mounted in mid-chassis with a two-speed planetary transmission and 
chain drive, but here the suspension employed full-elliptic leaf springs front and rear. 
The wood 12-spoke wheels carried 28×3 tires.  
In general configuration the Ford and Cadillac are indeed similar, but also similar to a 
number of cars at the time, notably Oldsmobile. However, the two Model A chassis 
differ considerably in detail. To suggest they are clones is off the mark. The real 
question might be how much of Henry Ford’s original design was included in Leland’s 
Cadillac prototype, as Ford moved on and developed some different ideas for his own 
Model A. More than a century later, there seems to be no available answer. 
Where the Cadillac and Ford differ most dramatically is in their engines. The Cadillac 
(above left) used Henry Leland’s one-cylinder design, which he called the Little 
Hercules. With a displacement of 98.2 cubic inches, it was initially rated at 9.75 hp. 
Ford’s engine was an opposed twin based on his success with the Sweepstakes racer. Its 
displacement was only slightly larger at 100.4 cubic inches with a rating of 8-10 hp. 
Still, many have noted the physical resemblance between the Cadillac (below left) and 
the Ford. However, a number of U.S. cars of the period share that resemblance. 
Reportedly, at least some of the bodies for both cars were supplied by the C.R. Wilson 
Co., a Detroit carriage maker following standard carriage practice—years before Ford 
or Cadillac would give serious thought to styling. And while the two bodies look similar 
from middle distance, they also differ in detail.  
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The two Model As do share this in 
common: Each was a resounding success, 
launching two automobile companies that 
survive to this day. 

1903 Ford Model A 

And in full circle, Henry Leland later quit 
Cadillac and founded Lincoln, which was 
bought out by Ford. So you might say 
Henry Leland was the father of the luxury 
car in the USA! 

1903 Cadillac Model A 

 

 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Colin Andersons 1916 machine gunning T.  
The earlier photo of the T without the radiator 
using the tank to circulate water is quite a 
famous wartime photo and appears often. It is an early example of how creative Aussies 
can be to keep things going when the right parts are not available. 

 

Photo by Warwick Landy. MTFC Vic. 
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How to recharge your magnets in the car. 
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1923 Ford model t For Sale.    Asking $7000. 

Motor and drivetrain have been done. The vehicle is ready to paint and finish. 
Unable to finish restoration. Please contact Bill Brand at from Maraylya for other 
details.      0417255815     billbrand@bigpond.com 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Ready for wet 
weather or winter 
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FOR SALE - 1915 FORD MODEL T Runabout 
 
Reliable car, starts and runs well. 
Restored mostly by John Hancox (Qld) who owned the car from 1965 to 2006. 
Reconditioned engine, runs on unleaded fuel. Canadian engine probably 1916 but 
original car 1915. 
Ruckstell 2-speed differential. 
Three kerosene lights from 1915 Town Car. 
Laminated windscreen. 
Restored colonial radiator, all coils restored, Kevlar bands, oil screen, accessory 
linings in parking brake, Anderson timer. 
Original turtle deck and running boards. Rootlieb for other tinwork. 
Interim timber tub, have nearly all parts for standard tub - seats and hood 
(Classtique Upholstery, Minnesota), hood frame, wood kit (Ray Wells, California) - 
missing tinwork for rear of tub. 
Odds and ends including accessory dashboard, speedometer (not working). 
2011 2-wheel Tilt-a-Trailer available, priced separately. 
On NSW historic rego. 
Need space in garage. Located in Sydney.   $24,500 ono. 
 
David Norton  0411 705 405 (leave a voice message if unanswered) 
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