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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Behind the Wheel 
With the weather cooling and the number of rainy days 
growing, there is a reluctance to take the Model T out on 
a Club run.  But it is pleasing to see that several Model 
T’s are still turning up at Club outings, irrespective of 
the weather. 
We are bringing back lucky door prizes, beginning at our June General Meeting, 
where those attending will be given a raffle ticket that will be drawn at the end of 
the meeting.  Any members who participate online will not miss out, as we will put 
your name on a ticket, and you will also be included in the draw. 
To show that we are transparent in all our dealings within the Club, for the first 
time, we have decided to make an offer to any member of our Club, to log in and 
watch the Committee meeting, which is being held at 8.00pm on Thursday night 
preceding the General meeting.  If you wish to participate as a “silent witness” 
only, then please contact Steve Fleming so that he can send you the link. 
2025 is the Centenary of the Ford Motor Company in Australia, a significant 
milestone, and our Club has vehicles that were assembled by Ford Australia in 
those early days - the Model T Ford is the only Ford vehicle that can claim this 
status. 
Planning is progressing on staging a rustic/rusty mock-up display of a Model T 
assembly line, BUT I need support from members to attend All Fords Day on 
Sunday 27th July (in their Model T’s).  A good attendance of Model T’s will make 
this a memorable day for our Club in the eyes of other Ford Car clubs and 
hopefully Ford Australia, so let us all make the effort to have the Model T Club 
noticed at All Ford Day this year. 
Earlier this year we introduced a Birthday section in the Bent Wire Gazette where 
we publish names of members and their spouse/partner who have birthdays in the 
month of the Bent Wire Gazette issue.  Support for this has been somewhat slow, 
but if you are interested in participating, all I want is your name and the month of 
your birthday, e.g. “John Vickery – February”.   
Ray needs cover photos and short (he will accept long ones too) stories of your 
Model T if it has not been on the cover of the Bent Wire.  Without your input, the 
covers and content of the Bent Wire will not reflect the Model T’s of our Club. 
Looking forward to seeing you out and about. 
John 
 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

CLUB MEETINGS 
Don’t forget meetings are also broadcast online for all to 
participate. This is an easy way for those living out of 
Sydney to attend. Emails with the link for the meetings 
are sent a day or so before hand. 
If you haven’t received an email, contact the Secretary. 
(mtfcanswsec2023@gmail.com) 
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EDITORS REPORT 
Hi members, well we are half way through another year and 
with the May June issue. I hope you enjoy it and I do need some 
cover cars and stories for the next few issues so if you have a 
car that we have not seen then send in a photo and a story.  
As you can see from the meeting minutes and Johns report that 
the committee has been working hard to bring members to 
meeting as we need your support to keep going. 
The Bent Were Gazette seems to be working with for sale items 
and with interim items so if you for sales then send them into me via email which is 
on page two of the magazine and printed below.  
But we have a few problems emailing this copy out as some members do not have a 
email address or do not want their address to be given out, I have phoned a few 
members who have not replied to my calls or messages as with an offer to help or 
supply the email address and I still have a couple of dud addresses that bounce back 
so if you do not get a copy of the gazette then I can not help you, I find it just 
frustrating that I get no reply calls to fix the problem. 
I will offer that if you do not want to give it to the club that I have a special 
list of members email that only I see and use and I can put you on it and 
it will not be shared but you will get the gazette or any extra club notices, 
it’s up to you if this will help.  
rgreenfor@yahoo.com.  
I would like to thank those that have sent in items for this issue and to Steve Fleming 
for the photo of his car at the beach racing. 
Happy model T-ing.  Ray 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Wanted for the magazine. 
Stories for the magazine, do you have any tinker tips or questions 
about the running of your, for sales or run reports then please let 
me know so I can ad items of interest to be read. 
 

Have you checked out the club’s the Facebook Pages. 
lately? 

 

  Model T Ford Club of Australia NSW inc 
 

  Aussie Model T Ford Speedsters Chapter 
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MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE MODEL T FORD 
CLUB OF AUSTRALIA (NSW) INC. HELD ON THURSDAY 15th May 

2025 by Microsoft Teams 
OPENING – President John Vickery opened the meeting at 8.10pm 
PRESENT – John Vickery, Dean Whitehouse, Steve Fleming, Ray Green, Phil 
Campbell, Jim McKern  
MINUTE TAKER – John Vickery   APOLOGIES - Tim WynnJones 
PREVIOUS MINUTES -. Minutes from the Committee meeting held on 17th April 
2025, as printed in the latest issue of the Bent Wire/Gazette, moved for adoption by 
Phil Campbell, seconded by Jim McKern, CARRIED 
BUSINESS ARISING / CARRIED FORWARD - Nil 
CORRESPONDENCE IN – Nil   CORRESPONDENCE OUT - Nil 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE - Nil 
FINANCIAL MEMBERS – 108 financial, 14 unfinancial with 4 not renewing 
NEW MEMBER/S – 1 pending 
TREASURER’S REPORT – On 30th April 2025 
It was moved by Phil Campbell, seconded by Jim McKern that these accounts be 
paid.  
It was moved by Ray Green, seconded by Dean Whitehouse that the Treasurers 
report be adopted. CARRIED 
There is a level or urgency to change the Netbank ID for the Term Deposit ASAP. 
EDITOR’S REPORT - Latest Bent Wire magazine has been posted but we have 
one incorrect address. 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT - Nil 
CMC – Need at least one delegate to attend, preferably two. Will ask for delegate 
at the May General Meeting.  
CFC – Suggested our cars be on one side of the Club display, not both.  All Ford 
Day site is secure overnight. 
EVENTS – ●    Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th May – Campbelltown Steam 
Museum 

 Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th May – East Kurrajong School of 
Arts 

 Sunday 22nd June – Hawkesbury Meander part 2. 
 Saturday 26th July – All Ford swap meeting 
 Sunday 27th July – All Ford display day 
 Sunday 17th August – volunteer required 
 Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st September – Clarendon Classic 

Truck and Machinery Show. 
 Saturday 27th September to Saturday 4th October – Eureka Gold 

National Rally in Ballarat 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 Draft Position Descriptions – There have been several edits suggested to the 

Position Description’s, for President and Trainee Rego Inspector, along with a 
couple of questions.  These will be distributed to the Management Committee for 
their consideration. 
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o Will forward PD’s for Secretary and Vice President shortly for review at 
the June Committee meeting. 

 Update re Bank account signatories – To address the signatories for the MTFCA 
(Model T Ford Club of Australia NSW Inc.) Term Deposit Account No. 50196534, 
it was agreed that when the MTFCA Term Deposit matures in June, we transfer 
the entire amount to the MTFCA’s Society Cheque Account No. 00902117, then 
set up a new MTFCA Term Deposit for the maturing amount that is linked to our 
Society Cheque Account. 
o Signatories for the MTFCA Term Deposit Account No. 50196534 with the 

Commonwealth Bank of Australia will be amended as follows.  
Add – John Vickery, Tim Wynn Jones, Steve Fleming 
Retain – Dean Whitehouse,  
Delete – David Walker, Martin Whitehouse, Phil Campbell  

o Transactions on our MTFCA Term Deposit Account No. 50196534 will require 
any two signatories. 

John Vickery – President 
Dean Whitehouse -Vice President 
Tim WynnJones - Secretary 
Steve Fleming – Treasurer 

 Club’s Revitalisation Subcommittee – Agreed that we reintroduce the Lucky 
Door Prize. Issue attendees (including those online) with a raffle ticket, drawn at 
the end of the General meeting.  It was decided that vouchers rather than physical 
items would be preferable, especially for online members.  We will run the first 
one offering a $10 Bunnings voucher. 

 Question has been asked can members watch the committee meeting without 
taking part.  Committee agreed this to be a good idea, demonstrating we are open. 

 Club Calendar – suggested that we only include the activities/dates that apply to 
the Management Committee  

 PO Box has been renewed – now have two keys (a third on order for $15.00) - 
One with Jim McKern and the second with Dean, and the third key to Tim.  

 CMC membership – still need two delegates to attend meetings at Revesby 
Workers Club – will ask at the May General meeting 

 Fair Trading submission – Dean is OK with David Walker retaining the position 
of Public Officer and David is OK with retaining this position.  

 All Ford Day display – Richard Day, Andrew McVey, Phil Campbell, Jim 
McKern and John Vickery 

o Richard has the body slide, Andrew has a respectable Model T body on a 
rolling chassis 

o Dean is OK for his truck to be part of the display 
o Ray suggested we get a photograph of the Club display to be used as a cover 

for the Bent Wire – Andrew Byrnes to be asked for a drone photo of our 
display. 

 Club stamp – approval to purchase four.  We currently have 3 - Dean, Steve and 
Phil have one each.  New stamps to be for Dean, Richard, Steve and Jim.  New 
stamps were ordered through Vistaprint for $115.96 ($29 each), with Officeworks 
quoting $85 each 
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 Status of new Membership Roster – David Walker began generating one in 
2019/20 and has been updating it since, but it requires correlation to agree with 
current memberships.  Steve is working on it. 

 National Trust grant – it was noted at the April committee meeting that the 
process to obtain a National Trust Grant is quite onerous.  Following discussion, 
it was decided we abandon an application due to its complexity.  

 Birthday list in each issue of the Bent Wire Gazette – not a lot of member support 
forthcoming for this but will run it for one year.  

 Other General Business - Nil 
NEXT MEETING - The next Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday 19th of 
June 2025 at 8:00 pm. 
Our next General Meeting will be tomorrow, Friday 16th May at 8.00pm. 
CLOSURE The meeting was closed at 9.25 p.m. 
John Vickery - Chairperson ………………………………..…signature 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
A note from the Committee meeting for members. 
Question has been asked can members watch the committee meeting without 
taking part.  Committee agreed this to be a good idea, demonstrating we are 
open for all members. 
. (They will be unable to place any input to this meeting. The available access for 
comment is during General Meetings.). 
Interested members: please contact any Committee member if you wish to tune 
in - see the Bent Wire for contacts, so you can be invited. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES of the MODEL T FORD CLUB of 
AUSTRALIA (NSW) INC.  held on 16th of MAY 2025 at VCCA Hall, 134 

Queens Rd Canada Bay, and by Microsoft Teams 
OPENING - President John Vickery opened the meeting at 8:15 pm 
WELCOME – President John Vickery welcomed members and virtual visitors to 
the Meeting. 
PRESENT- there were thirteen members and no visitors as per the attendance 
book, virtual attendees including David Walker, Jim McKern, Steve Fleming, Ray 
Green, Neil Martin, David Killey. 
APOLOGIES – There were no apologies. 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - Minutes from the General Meeting held 
on 20th March 2025, were published in the March/April issue of the Bent Wire.  
Assuming they were read, moved for adoption by Bob Hawke, seconded by Greg 
Lewis - approved.  
BUSINESS ARISING - 27th Sept to 4th Oct – Correction: Eureka National Rally is 
in Ballarat, Victoria, not Goulburn. 
Noted. 
CORRESPONDENCE IN -  
There was no Correspondence In 
CORRESPONDENCE OUT - Nil 
There was no correspondence out 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE -  
There was no business arising from the Correspondence. 
TREASURER’S REPORT – On 30th April 2025 
It was moved by Steve Fleming and seconded by Phil Campbell that this report be 
adopted.  
NEW MEMBERS – Nil 
FINANCIAL MEMBERS – We have 108 financial, 14 unfinancial members. 
COMMENTS ON THE TREASURES REPORT –  
There were no comments on the Treasurers Report. 
EDITOR’S REPORT – March/April issue of the Bent Wire was sent. Cover photos 
and articles are required for future editions. 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT – 
There were no special trips, 35 cars on registration and 25 cars on logbooks.  
CMC – 
Two delegates are required to attend the bi-monthly meetings of the Combined 
(July, September, November at 7pm) at Revesby Workers Club to represent our 
Club. John Vickery emphasised that there are 230 motorist clubs in the 
organisation, and that it is essential that our Club should be is well represented.  
Warwick Preval has offered to attend. 
CFC – 
Centenary of Ford in Australia 
Our club will display a mocked-up display of an assembly line at All Fords Day 
this year. I/we need a good representation of Model T’s to support this event. The 
following members indicated their intention to attend:   Michael Skura, Dean 
Whitehouse, Tom Evans, Phil Campbell, Andrew Boit, Bob Hawke, Greg Lewis, 
Tim Wynn Jones, John Vickery. 
 (Secretary’s Note: This is the hundredth anniversary of T Ford production 
in Australia: 
Let’s have a record attendance of our beloved T’s!) 
Dean Whitehouse mentioned that there will be a Gala dinner at $150 per head, 
plus a booking fee. Those interested are to contact Dean. 

Please put your arms up! 
EVENTS –  
 Saturday 17 and Sunday 18th May – Campbelltown Steam Museum from 

9.30am 
 Saturday 17 and Sunday 18th May - East Kurrajong School of Arts, Hobby, 

Motor and Machinery Display 
 Sunday 22nd June – Volunteer required for Club Run 
 Saturday 26th July – All Ford Swap meet at Sydney Dragway, Sunday 27th July 

– All Fords Day 
 Saturday 27th September to 4th October – Eureka Gold National Rally in 

Ballarat, Victoria. 
 Sunday 22nd June - Hawksbury meander – see website for details. 
 Saturday 26th July – All Ford Swap Meet at Sydney Dragway. 
 Sunday 27th July – All Fords display Day at Sydney Dragway. 
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 Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st September Clarendon Classic Truck and 
Machinery Show at Hawkesbury Showground 

 Sunday 17th August – Volunteer required for a Run. 
 Eurika Gold National Rally at Ballarat. 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
John Vickery made the following announcements: 
 A Lucky Door prize, is to be introduced, including those who are online. 

Attendees will be issued with door tickets and virtual attendees will be 
appropriately logged to be included. 

 Something new – if members wish to watch Committee meetings online. 
(They will be unable to place any input to this meeting. The available access for 
comment is during General Meetings.). 
Interested members: please contact any Committee member if you wish to tune in - 
see the Bent Wire for contacts, so you can be invited. 
 If members would be happy to see their own and partner/spouses’ birthdays 

displayed in the Bent Wire Gazette, please contact John Vickery or Ray Green. 
TECHNICAL DISCUSSION – 
There was no technical discussion 
FOR SALES AND WANTED ITEMS – 

1. For Sale: 1923 T Ford Tourer, with spare parts, includes motor frame, bands, 
headlights; good condition $29,000 (ono) Bill Cole 0427 967 453. 

2. Wanted: Bumper bar brackets: David Tilley 02 6336 5214. 
3. Wanted: Borrow trailer to take T to Ballarat Rally in September, Jim 

McKern 0409 776 494 
4. For Sale: 1923 Model T Deluxe 3 door r less than 1,000 km with Bob Croft 

engine, has crown guards, square valences and timber running boards, trunk 
on rear. Steve Fleming: $16,000, 0417 406 571 Location Pt Kembla. 

5. For Sale: 1926 Ute, with Ruckstell, $15,000, Steve Fleming 0417 406 571 

NEXT MEETING – Our next General meeting is Friday 20th June 2025 at 8:00 
pm.   
CLOSURE - The meeting was closed at 8:50 pm. 
 
Signed ………………………….…… Chairperson   

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

members wishing to make a direct deposit to pay club fee’s. 
Payment of club fees. For those members who wish to pay 

by bank deposit or bank transfer. 
Commonwealth Bank. Acc Name: Model T Ford Club of 

Australia, 
BSB: 062-152 Acc No: 00902117 

“Remember to add your name for reference.” 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AUSTRALIA (NSW)  INC 

2025 Club Runs                     
Sunday 22nd June 
Hawkesbury meander part 2. Meet at McDonalds McGraths Hill at 8.45am for 
9am departure. We will visit Kurrajong for morning tea, then back to cafe 
opposite Richmond RAAF base for lunch.  There is some very scenic driving 
between our refreshment stops! Byo everything, or purchase food & drinks at both 
stops. Full route instructions will be on website soon.    Contact Phil Campbell     
Saturday 26th July 
All Ford swap meet at Sydney Dragway 
Sunday 27th July 
All Ford display day at Sydney Dragway 
Sunday 17th August 
Volunteer required for run 
Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st September 
Clarendon Classic Truck & Machinery Show at Hawkesbury Showground 
Saturday 27th September to Saturday 4th October  
Eureka Gold National Rally in Ballarat 
www.modeltfordclubnsw.org.au 
In case of wet weather check website early morning or contact run organiser.   
If you would like to organise a run please contact Phil Campbell on 0449671213    
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
  
Here is my report on the Campbelltown Steam Museum event.  Photos are those 
that I have from my attendance on Sunday, John Vickery. 
                             
Campbelltown Steam Museum was one of two Model T 
Club event venues for the 17th and 18th of May.  It was 
satisfying to be able to get the Model T out and celebrate 
National Motoring Heritage Day on Sunday 18th. 
Due to family commitments I Saturday I decided to 
attend the closer venue at Campbelltown.  I believe that 
Saturday was a well-attended event by the public with 
the weather being fine and the temperature relatively 
warm for this time of year.  Sunday was another story – cloudy, cool, with a wind 
chill that I think was coming from somewhere that was quite cold – not the nicest 
of weather, but there was one positive - it did not rain. 
Model T’s that attended the museum on Saturday were John Hunter in his 1926 
Tourer, Andrew and Cora-Ann McVey in their 1923 woody.  Sunday had Andrew 
and Cora-Ann with their 1923 woody, Warwick and Helen Preval in their 1925 
Tourer and yours truly in our 1916 Jitney Bus.  In addition, the Model A Ford 
Club were represented on Sunday, but decided to leave before the Model T’s, 
probably due to the weather. 
There was an abundance of things to see and do - the Steam Museum had their 
popular steam traction engine rides, mini steam train rides, displays of tractors 
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both static and running, stationary engines, steam powered machinery, assorted 
static machinery displays, and a good display of remote-controlled model boats. 

Additional to entertain the public this year was a military vehicle and personnel 
display, a tractor pull with several tractors of varying vintage testing their 
capability – some of the older tractors performed very well considering their age, 
plus a ride on lawn mower derby – not one of these resembled the sedate machines 
that you would expect to see undertaking actual lawn/grass mowing. 
All too soon the day ended, with those attending packing up and heading for home 
to some welcome warmth. 
Thanks to those involved in the organisation of this enjoyable event, see you next 
time. 

     
Photos.                                      

Museum logo   
Mini steam train   
1913 Fowler Traction engine Sunday 
display of Model T’s                                                  
The McVeys 1912 Shuttleworth 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Engine and head photos from Richard Days Travels. 
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Book on ORIGINALLY A FORD CANADA AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP.  
(NE Corner of Chatham and Ferry Street) Photo: March 1921  
The two-storey, red brick structure which occupies the northeast corner of 
Chatham Street and Ferry, was completed in February 1913 as the home of the 
Universal Car Agency, a prominent Ford Canada automobile dealership owned by 
John M. Duck and William Donald McGregor—the latter a younger brother of 
Gordon McGregor, the founder of Ford Motor Company of Canada in August 
1904. 
Another brother, Malcolm Pedan McGregor (1869-1930), a distinguished Detroit 
lawyer, gave the commission to the Toronto firm of Wells & Gray, who functioned 
as both architect and contractor of the 100 by 100-foot building. The repair 
garage, measuring 55 by 100 feet, occupied the Chatham Street side as seen in the 
photo. Also contained on the first floor was an automobile showroom. (An uncle of 
the brothers, Robert Latham McGregor, served as mayor of Windsor in 1876.) 
This photo, taken during March 1921, shows a Model T Roadster Pickup being 
driven out of the garage and onto Chatham Street. 
Note the curb side gasoline pump 
on the far right, situated just 
behind a municipal streetlamp 
affixed with a parking restriction 
sign. In the early 1920s, curb side 
gasoline pumps were a common 
sight in Windsor. But it took two 
men to pump the gasoline: one to 
hold the hose, and the other to 
operate the manual pump. 
Usually, the hapless motorist 
hadn’t the foggiest idea of 
whether he got the exact number 
of gallons he paid for. Pumps 
showing the number of gallons 
dispersed, and total cost came later. 
The building subsequently became the home of Baum & Brody Furniture—named 
for Samuel K. Baum and Benjamin Brody—whose grand opening was celebrated 
on October 2, 1924, remaining in business there until 1977, when it became the 
home of The Old Fish Market Restaurant. 
Notes: 
With the establishment of Ford Motor Company of Canada in August 1904, 
interested buyers purchased their automobile direct from the factory.                          
That all changed in 1911, with the company’s first recorded ‘distributor:’ The 
Windsor Auto Sales Agency, founded by John Burns and Arthur O’Neill on Pitt 
Street.  
The Universal Car Agency was established the following year (1912), initially in a 
structure on the northwest corner of Ouellette and Park Street, before relocating 
to the Chatham and Ferry Street site in 1913. 
Image from my award-winning book “Faces of Ford: The Windsor Years.” 
#MichaelGladstoneWhite Well worth a rear with interesting facts and details. 
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What speedo suits my car???    SPEEDOMETERS from 1909                                                            
Speedometers were optional in early 1909 and a number of brands were supplied by Ford, perhaps 
more than those listed. Stewart Model 11. Brass case 60MPH with 4-digit odometer plus 3-digit trip 
odometer. Similar in style to the Model 24 and 26. $25 extra cost. 
Stewart Model 12 
Stewart Model 24  
Dial pointer 60MPH. 5-digit odometer using small disk dials seen through holes across the face above 
the speed pointer. All-brass case, mounted on the firewall. Almost identical to the Model 26 except 
that it did not have the trip odometer.  
Jones Model 20  
50MPH brass case with 4-digit Veeder odometer and 3-digit Veeder trip odometer mounted below the 
main body of the unit.  
Jones Model 21  
Similar to the Model 20 but 60MPH.  
National  
5 to 60 MPH brass case. Dial scale almost 360 degrees, beginning and ending near the top of the face. 
Veeder 4-digit and 3-digit trip odometers on the right side of the main body. $30 extra. Another model 
with a 5 to 50 mph face was $25.  

1910 
Stewart Model 24 same as 1909  

1911 
Stewart Model 24 (Early production) 
Stewart Model 26  
Dial pointer 60 MPH. 5-digit odometer using small disk dials seen through holes across the face above 
the speed pointer. 3-digit trip odometer of similar construction was below the speed pointer. All-brass 
case, mounted on the firewall.  

1912 and early 1913 
Stewart Model 26 (Early, same as 1911) 
Stewart Model 26 (Later)  
Similar case but odometer how had 5 digits on the left upper half of the face, and a 3-digit trip 
odometer on the right, with drum-type dials seen through rectangular holes in the face.  

1913 
Stewart Model “C”  
Drum type 60 MPH. 5-digit odometer above the speed drum. 3-digit trip odometer to the right of the 
regular odometer, with the reset knob on the right side of the case. Black case with brass bezel. The 
case was about one-half inch shallower that the 1914 model 100. There were apparently two versions 
of this speedometer; one with the manufacturer shown as Stewart and Clark, and the other as Stewart-
Warner.  

1914 
Stewart Model 100  
Drum type 60 MPH. Black case with brass bezel. Similar to the 1913 types but had a deeper case. 5-
digit odometer with a 3-digit trip odometer below the speed drum. The trip reset is now a knurled shaft 
on the right instead of the knob. Mounted on the firewall.  

1914 FORD SPECIALS 
Johns Manville  
Dial pointer 60 MPH type. 5-digit odometer plus 3-digit trip odometer below the needle, with reset 
button on the right side of the case.  
Standard  
Dial pointer 50 MPH. 5-digit odometer just below the speedometer needle. The trip odometer was a 
disk type dial appearing through an opening in the face at the bottom.  
Sears Cross  
Dial pointer 60 MPH with scale of about 270 degrees or arc. 4-digit odometer at left of the face, with a 
3-digit trip odometer at the right.  
Jones  



14 

Dial pointer, 50 MPH, with scale only about 90 degrees or arc. 5-digit odometer with numbers on 
small disks that appeared through holes in the face. The 3-digit trip odometer was also of the disk type 
and was just below the regular odometer.  
Stewart Model 102  
Drum type 60 MPH. 5-digit odometer above the drum with a 3-digit trip odometer on the right.  

1915 
The Ford specials described above were supplied until speedometers were discontinued as standard 
equipment during 1915. 

SPEEDOMETER WHEEL GEARS 1909-1912 
#22 Stewart Speedometer Sprocket (on wheel) — brass; History of this part) 

Assigned as Factory Number 3199, the wheel gear as used on 1909-1912 cars was a sheet metal 
stamped gear that was brass plated and had six holes in it to facilitate three-screw or four-screw 
mounting although Ford used four screws. Although the speedometer was optional until February 1 of 
1911, this gear was used as the standard wheel gear during 1909-1910 and was adopted as standard 
equipment and remained unchanged until November 19, 1912 at which time it is believed the part 
changed to the cast iron. The wheel gear was mounted to the right front wheel during all years and in 
1909-1910 1/2” long spacers were used. They were 7/16” O.D. x 5/16” I.D. The mounting screws were 
#14 x 1-1/2” round-head Wood screws and it is believed that these parts were brass plated. On 
February 3, 1911 the mounting spacers were changed to 3/4” length and the screws were changed to 
#14 x 1-3/4” Round Head Wood Screws. It is believed these parts were still brass plated until June 12, 
1913 at which time the spacers were black enameled and the wood screw was changed to blued steel. 
Documentation on these plating changes is not fully available. 

ACCESSORY SPEEDOMETERS (Not supplied by the Ford Motor Company) 
1915-1918 

Stewart Model 102 
Similar to the Model 100 but all-black finish. 5-digit odometer with 3-digit trip odometer to the right, 
just above the drum speedometer indicator. Reset button was on the side of the case above the 
centreline (in line with the odometer drums). Mounted on the firewall or on a Stewart-supplied 
instrument panel. Interestingly, Stewart speedometers were “dated” with a letter stamped in the face. 
1915 was “G,” 1916 was “H,” 1917 was “J,” 1918 was “K,” etc. (Apparently no “I” model.)  
Johns Manville 127FS  
Dial type 60 MPH with dial of a little more than 180 degrees arc. 4 or 5-digit odometer with 3-digit 
trip odometer below the needle.  
Standard 
Corbin-Brown 
Perhaps many other brands. 

1919-1925 
Stewart Model 160  
This was the most common of the Ford speedometers. Mounted on a rectangular escutcheon that in 
turn mounted on the right end of the instrument panel. Drum type 75 MPH. Had a 5-digit odometer 
plus a 3-digit trip odometer below the speed indicator. The trip reset button is on the right side.  
AC (First series)  
Similar in dimensions and mounting to the Stewart. Drum type 80 MPH. 3-digit trip odometer was 
below the 5-digit odometer. The reset button was on the lower face below the trip odometer.  
AC (C series)  
Similar to the First series but with a less ornate face design. Trip reset button out the side of the case 
behind the instrument panel.  

1926-1927 
Stewart Model 490A (Passenger cars) 
Stewart Model 490J (Trucks)  
Small, about 2-1/2” face, without a trip odometer. The two styles differ only in the method of 
mounting. 
For members information.  
From The MTFCofA site   reseach By Bruce McCalley 
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RATTLETRAP 2025 

 
Saturday 10th May was the 8th 
running of the Rattletrap Beach 
Sprints at Crowdy Head Beach near 
Harrington in Northern NSW.  
Inspired by the Race of Gentlemen 
in USA the Drag-Ens Hot Rod Club 
conceived this Australian concept 
and after two years of gaining 
approvals, insurance, etc the first 
event was held in May 2018.  The 
inaugural event saw 46 cars with 
body shapes pre 1940 and 16 bikes pre 1960 enjoy the sprints. 2025 had 60 cars and 20 
bike enjoying up to 7 runs up the beach with entrants coming from all states in Australia.  
Many entrants drive their cars to the event.  As well as V8 hotrods there are plenty of 4 
bangers running as well.  The event draws 2-3000 spectators and has a Show n Shine 
display as well.  The club provides a band at the caravan park after the event and entrants 
and spectators enjoy the festive 
atmosphere.  The influx of 
visitors to Crowdy Head is a 
boon for the town. 
 
Club member James Rodriquez 
ran his Model T speedster 
Rattletrap 999 in the inaugural 
event. The next year saw him 
run both Rattletrap and a 
purpose-built Flathead powered 
Model T special Jimmy James # 
46.  After watching this event I 
was hooked, and the next year entered my Twin Carbie T Head Speedster # 8. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t make it off the start line as a magnet came loose and destroyed 
the hogshead.  In subsequent years 
I entered my 1914 Model T 
Speedster and then my 1923 
Frontenac powered Speedster. 
 
This year #8 was back on the 
beach after a rebuild by Joseph 
Rodriquez and it completed 7 runs 
successfully. Other Club members 
entered this year were James 
Rodriquez alternating in 
Rattletrap #999 and the Jimmy 
James special #46 with James 
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Minas.  Kevin Boardman ran his 1913 
Speedster #30 which he built for Lake 
Perkolili Red Dust revival events.  
 
Thanks to the Rodriquez family for 
their assistance in making it possible 
for me to enter this event by providing 
mechanical support and Camp-site 
accommodation.     
 
Qudos to the Drag-Ens Hot Rod Club 
for continuing to run this event 
providing entrants and spectators with 
a great motoring weekend. Steve Fleming 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

                                                       Early Travel photo. 
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The Model T coil by Martynn Vowell of the Model T Ford 
Enthusiasts Group.  
This man is the best drawing person I have seen. Ray 
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Martynn Vowell  ·  

I got to thinking about the 13-14 coils and realized their case wasn't like the 15-16's 
at all. They didn't have the sliding door front nor the stepped back either, they 
were must plain pieces of wood, cut to the same overall size of the box with both 
sides and the top and bottom fitted together, then they were nailed shut with either 
4, 6 or even 8 nails, like the previous coils were, only these coils were the same size 
as KW/Ford coils that we accept as the standard size, all previous coils were both 
taller and their coil box contact points were in different locations on the wood box 
exterior. Some have said that the entire box was nailed together, but that seems 
illogical, tongue and groove sides would be much more dimensionally stable when 
assembling the components within the box than nails and there would less of a 
chance of sinking a nail into some vital part of the coil (like contact wires or the 
bridge assemblies) than with nails. 
1915 was the first year that the "front sliding door" was introduced and of course 
this arrangement carried through to the end of production, mainly because it made 
the assembly process much easier with both adding the components and the 
potting tar and of course they sealed much better than the nailed versions also. 
But basically the 13-14 coils were identical to the 15-16 coils with the exception 
that the 13-14's were nailed shut both front and back and didn't have the sliding 
door front nor the captured rear cover as in all later coils (except the Wheat 
Gluten/Asbestos) cased coils 
1916-1918 Wheat Gluten/Asbestos Coil Assembly 
Contrary to popular belief, this coil was produced between late 1916-1918 and 
replaced the brass top coil, mainly due to WWI where brass was a strategic 
material for the war effort. So, the Ford Motor company came up with a substance 
that was not considered "strategic" in any way. Wheat Gluten. But this substance 
had some dimensional stability problems all by itself, so they added one other 
component to make it both dimensionally stable but also rather heat resistant too. 
Asbestos Fibers. 
Just how these cases were moulded is any bodies guess, my guess is that they were 
injected moulded (because the details are way too fine to be just a pour) into a 3 
part mould and that the spew way is in the upper left back corner, the "breathers" 
were 3 vent holes along the side opposite of the contacts, which when surfaced (cut) 
would also provide pressure points on the contacts against the coils box. But that's 
just my thinking on them, how they were actually done I don't really know, but 
one thing I do know is why you almost never find one of these coils 
"unmolested".... over time the case tends to expand and so not fit into the coil box, 
the reason for this expansion is the asbestos fibres retain moisture, and the 
constant heat to cooling of the coil case. Ever build an evaporation distiller? I have 
on more than one occasion when stuck someplace where water was either rather 
scarce and or undrinkable....any how what is it is basically a sheet of plastic held 
off the ground over whatever container you have handy, then place a fist sized 
rock in the centre of the plastic sheet (sort of forming an inverted tent pointing 
down into the container), the result is that the plastic sweats (distils) moisture out 
of the air and runs down the inverted tent shape and drips into your well placed 
container.  
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Gluten is a sort of an organic plastic, so it tends to sweat when it gets hot, which 
the asbestos fibres absorb (which helps maintain its shape, at least until it cools a 
bit) and of course expand, then when the coil cools because it's not running the car, 
the asbestos fibres retain the shape they had when they were hot and swelled. The 
common cure for this was to hit the sides with a belt sander, to get them back 
within the tolerance to fit within the coil box. As to whether or not the 
disadvantages of asbestos fibres occurs when belt sanding these coil cases, I'll leave 
you to guess on that score. Now that doesn't mean that these coils are dangerous, 
they're not, just that if you've ever sanded one.... I hope you were wearing a mask 
(with a rebreather) and eye protection. 
The other thing that seems to be in some contention in regards to these coils, is the 
front cover. There were actually two different types, the early type was a cast 
(poured) cover with a FORD logo on it much like the one moulded into the rear of 
the case. The later style (probably because it was easier to mould, which of course 
in Henry's view equals "cheaper") was the rounded ribbed cover, which is the 
most common one you find. 
Now as to their "innards" it's the same as the other coils and wires the same as the 
later coils that didn't have the bridges for both the points and the vibrator. These 
coils were discontinued after 1918 why? Probably because a source of inexpensive 
(cheap) wood could be obtained that was not a "strategic material". This is also 
when the advent of the "slide in" front cover started and Mr. Wilson's new coil 
design was introduced, that continued through 1927.  
I have a couple of other coils to do and maybe the Master Vibrator 
assembly...haven't made up my mind on that contraption yet, but it was used on 
Model T (albeit briefly), so I guess I've got to do one at least, right? It's like I 
always say.... fun never quits.  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
For Sale. The revamped Old Regie. 
 
1927 Ford Model T Tourer ‘Reg’.  
I have owned Reg for 10 years. 
When I got him, he was 
converted to 12v and distributor 
ignition and ran like a dog. I 
converted him back to 6v and 
coils (as Henry built them). 
Since then, the motor has been 
fully rebuilt with all new 
internals including, new SCAT 
crank, new connecting rods 
(with cast dippers) new 
aluminium 60 thou oversized 
pistons, new cam and tappets 
and valves, new ‘Prus’ 
aluminium head.  
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A hi-flow oil line to number 1 main added. Modern 4th main installed. The 
radiator is a new Bergs unit. Transmission was checked over at the same time and 
a new, upgraded, multi disc high gear clutch installed. The rear end has also been 
gone through including new half shafts and brakes. The kingpins have also been 
replaced. Reg drove from Lithgow to Dubbo and back, in 2022, for the Nationals 
and ran beautifully. Car was restored in the 1970’s and the paint and upholstery, 
whilst not showroom, is good and usable as is the top/roof. On historic rego. 
$21000, the car is in Lithgow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
What Kind of Transmission Did the Ford Model T Have?  
By Madeline Cuccio.                    Sent in by Dean 
Pioneering automobiles typically do very little in terms of what we consider 
"conventional design choices," and the Ford Model T is no exception. Perhaps 
nowhere is this exemplified more than the layout of its transmission and how to 
actually drive the thing. Unlike most manual transmissions as we know them today, 
the Model T's transmission featured a two-speed planetary gearset, providing a 
basic high and low-gear configuration. So, while it was still necessary for a person 
to actively change gears, the actual layout of those gears was arranged like a modern 
automatic transmission, with a 
central sun-gear and planet 
gears that rotated around it. 
The transmission is perhaps the 
most enigmatic component of 
the Model T's design, with an 
internal makeup that looks 
vastly different from modern 
designs.                                                    
Its component diagrams feature 
items which we'd normally 
never associate with a transmission, such as brake drums, an internal flywheel, and 
clutch bands.  
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Looking at a diagram, especially for the less mechanically minded, is often an 
exercise in pure frustration and futility. It's not surprising that this distinctive and 
critical element colored the entire Model T's functionality — namely, the 
transmission dictated its bizarre pedal controls and throttle layout, though it was 
well-loved for its reliability and durability. 
So, when Ford commenced production of the Model A, one of its most apparent 
differences from the Model T was the presence of a conventional three-speed manual 
transmission, with a shifter and everything, combining the strengths of the Model 
T's design with an ergonomic layout. Let's explore the origins of its progenitor: the 
Model T's infamous two-speed, and break down how this eccentric device actually 
works. 
The transmission's components. 
Let's start with the layout of the gears and 
how they function. Low-gear utilizes three 
planetary gears, known as the triple gear. 
This system rotates on pins with the 
flywheel, like three spinning planets orbiting 
the Sun. A single unit of the triple gear itself 
has three different sets of gear teeth, one of 
which is for low-gear and two for reverse. 
The way they engage is through two large 
bands, each controlled by their own pedals. 
These bands are meshed with their 
respective gear teeth and will clamp down on 
the driveshaft's working components when 
their pedals are depressed, forcing the 
driveshaft to rotate at different speeds 
The most important pedal here is the left pedal, which, when depressed, will engage 
the planetary gears and rotate the driveshaft in low-gear. When the pedal is released, 
the clutch plates compress and connect the flywheel to the driveshaft. The 
transmission is effectively bypassed in this configuration, becoming one massive 
flywheel and rotating at the same RPM as the rear wheels in a direct-drive mode. 
This means you have three configurations for the main drive pedal: the first is 
released, where the clutch is engaged by springs and the car is in direct-drive. The 
second is neutral, or halfway-depressed, not far enough to disengage the clutch fully 
to allow the planetary gears to take over. And the third is pressing the pedal all the 
way down, engaging the planetary gears and forcing the driveshaft to rotate more 
slowly. The same rule applies to reverse, which is operated on the middle pedal using 
its own dedicated band and gear teeth. Similarly, the brake utilizes its own unique 
band. 
How everything functions together. 
Just to reiterate, the transmission is essentially a series of three compressing bands. 
The pedals operate one band each, and by depressing a pedal, it stops the band by 
compressing it with its own clutch. When the left pedal's band compresses, it shifts 
into low-gear or neutral, depending on how far it's depressed. The middle pedal 
shifts it into reverse by engaging its own ratio in the planetary gearset. And the final 
band acts as a transmission brake, bringing the whole system to a halt. Because it's 
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all springs and clutches, these pedals operate with some slippage, much like a 
modern clutch pedal. 
This configuration comes with two main inherent downsides. Firstly, when low-gear 
is engaged, a number of components will move out-of-sync with the input shaft, 
including all three planetary gears (which is what provides the low ratio in the first 
place). This leads to excessive noise in low-range, and that's not accounting for the 
driver having to fully depress the pedal at all times, which can be quite painful on 
hills. The other downside has to do with the brake pedal – because the band interacts 
with the driveshaft, when you press on the brake in high-gear, it'll want to stall your 
engine. 
So, the correct way to bring a Model T to a stop is to first shift into neutral by 
pressing the left pedal halfway down, then apply the brakes. Otherwise, the brakes 
will fight the input shaft and flywheel as well, resulting in poor braking performance 
because you're trying to stop far more momentum with nothing more than a brake 
shoe. You use the handbrake once it's stopped, which will shift it into neutral and 
apply the brake automatically. 
Read More: https://www.slashgear.com/1846170/ford-model-t-transmission/ 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
For Sale, 1923 tourer,  
this a well-known club vehicle having 
been on many tours. The car is in 
very good condition with a range of 
spare parts as part of the sale and 
worth a look at if you are in the 
market for a good car. 
Bill Cole is asking $29,000 ono for it  
 
 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A 1923 T at Wattle Flat NSW.           A pre T photo. 
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Hand brake rod repair, from Jim McKern. 
 
While repairing the rear worn hand brake shoes, I noticed the 
Clovis pin was loose at the back end of the brake rod. 
After removing the brake rod, I found the Clovis yoke was 
slotted and at the point of braking. 
So rather replacing the rod completely I decided to repair it. 
In my box of small parts I found an adjustable Clovis yoke 
with long arms. 
I sized it up along the worn one and found it was long 
enough to clear the old worn part along the rod.  Cut the 
old part off. 
Ran a cutting dye down the shaft. 
Good as new !!!! 
 
Jim McKern 

 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
 
I have these two speedo’s that I will not be using so they can go.      
 Contact Ray if interested with an offer around $60 each also a list will be in the 
next gazette of items to go. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 Wanted by Jim McKern and can you help.  
Still looking to borrowing a car trailer to take the 1914 Roadster to 
Ballarat in September. Can any member not going help me out please.  
Jim. 


