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Due to some of the committee being scammed all contact details 

have been remover.  Ray  
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PRESIDENTS 

REPORT 

 

Hello fellow Model T’s 

We are in the nice cooler months, perfect for getting 

your T out with the engine staying nice and cool.     

It is just under a week till All Fords Day 2024 at 

Eastern Creek.  The weekend will kick off with a 

Saturday Swap Meet, followed on Sunday by quite literally thousands of Ford's of 

virtually every conceivable year and model.  This year we will be parked with the 

Model A's. 

I really hope that this gets to everyone before All Fords Day and you all come 

along. I have spare tickets in my pocket and will give to you on your way in. 

Please have a good look at the sale that Laraine is putting on for Gil as it all must 

go and hopefully not to the tip. Laraine is open to offers on everything but please 

don’t insult her with a stupid price as this is going to help them out for a bit longer. 

I hope you are enjoying the mag. I know Ray is working hard to keep people 

happy and has made many changes to the format. 

There will be some extra runs coming up in the future please get along and support 

them to enjoy yourself and also lets the person organising them feel it was worth 

the effort to put it together. I know it can be very simple to put on a run so if you 

have any ideas at a place to go let Phil know and he may be able to help you or be 

able to find you someone to help put on the run. 

Lastly, I just want to thank Ann-Maree and Jim for helping out with the suppers 

while Tamara has been having her joints replaced for her mid-life rebuild. 
 

Happy and safe T’ing 

Dean 

 

Dean  
CLUB MEETINGS 
Don’t forget meetings are also broadcast 

online for all to participate. 

This is an easy way for those living out of Sydney to attend. 

Emails with the link for the meetings are sent a day or so before hand. 

If you haven’t received an email, contact the Secretary. 

(mtfcanswsec2023@gmail.com) 

  

mailto:mtfcanswsec2023@gmail.com
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EDITORS REPORT 
 

It is great to report that at the last Committee Meeting, the 

Club Restoration Sub Committee which I am on were invited 

along to participate, the Sub Committee have listened to 

many members comments over the last months about what 

the club is doing well and concerns where members think we 

can improve.  These have been broken down into 5 categories, 

with the following submitted so far: Magazine, Activities, 

Runs, Meetings and Membership. You will have already seen changes in the 

magazine, and some other initiatives have started and are also planned.   

The key to any successful club, is it needs all members to be involved.   

I am still collecting the surveys and hope to sort out the views put forward by the 

members to the main committee to determine which way we should head so it is in 

your interest to fill them n and email back to me, as I have stated only the answer 

will be given to the committee and all names have been removed. YOUR VIEWS 

COUNT. 

We are now over halfway through the year and the committee is already looking to 

next year, but before we get there, we have some great events coming up, so keep 

an eye on the Events section. 

I have put an announcement on page 23 re the Bent Wire Gazette for those not 

receiving it as yet. 

Happy model T-ing.  Ray 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Wanted for the magazine. 
Stories for the magazine, do you have any tinker tips or 

questions about the running of your, for sales or run reports 

then please let me know so I can ad items of interest to be read. 

 

Have you checked out the club’s the Facebook Pages. 

lately? 
 

  Model T Ford Club of Australia NSW inc 
 

  Aussie Model T Ford Speedsters Chapter 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE MODEL T FORD CLUB 

OF AUSTRALIA NSW (INC.) HELD ON THE 19 July 2024 

  AT THE VETERAN CAR CLUB, QUEEN ST FIVEDOCK AND BY VIRTUAL 

TECHNOLOGY                                                                              

OPENING      

The meeting was opened by the President, Dean Whitehouse, at 8:x25 pm. 

PRESENT 

15 Members and one visitor attended and were recorded in the attendance book. 

VIRTUAL ATTENDEES: Bob Wilson, Steve Flemming, Ray Green, Phillip, Laurie 

McGrath 

APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Geoff Smith, Bob Walker 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the General meeting were taken as read. 

BUSINESS ARISING 

There was no business arising from the minutes.  

CORRESPONDENCE IN 

There was no Correspondence in 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT 

 There was no correspondence out. 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE 

There was no Business Arising from Correspondence  

FEES PAID  

Membership fees were received from 2 members. 

NEW MEMBERS 

There were no new members. 

 Financial Members 

At the first of 30 June 2024there were 117 financial members and 8 unfinancial 

members, 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The treasures report was read out.  
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE TREASURER’S REPORT 

There was no Business Arising from the Treasurer’s Report. 

EDITOR'S REPORT 

The next BW will be issued next week. 

REGISTRAR’S REPORT 

Registrar is overseas: There were no special trips recorded for the month. Other 

statistics not available. 

CMC REPORT 

There was no report. 

CFC REPORT 

There was no report. 

EVENTS REPORT 

 

Saturday 27" July All Ford Swap at Sydney Dragway  

 

Sunday 28” July All Ford Day at Sydney Dragway  
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Sunday 18" August Sylvania Pre WW2 car show being held in Sutherland Shire 

carpark, Flora St, Sutherland.  

  

Sunday 25" August Shannon’s Eastern Creek display day at Sydney Motorsport 

Park.  

 

Sunday 1st September Flathead Day at Campbelltown Steam Museum.  

  

Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 September Clarendon Classic truck & machinery show 

at Hawkesbury Showground in Clarendon.  

 

Saturday 19" & Sunday 20" October Campbelltown Steam Museum  

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

1. The Fixed Term Deposit has now been rolled over. 

 

2. The Committee is intent on having more home-spun events, rather than 

relying on organised shows. It is also intent on encouraging more involvement 

in club runs, even with moderns, to expand membership fellowship within the 

club 

TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

Andrew McVey and his son handed around three artifacts, two small badges and a 

cannister, seeking some identification. 

FOR SALE AND WANTED ITEMS 

Jim McKern announced that there is to be a massive sale of T parts on 3rd August 

2024  

– see website 

NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting is scheduled for16 August 2024 at 8.00 pm. 

CLOSURE 

The meeting was closed at 8:50 pm. 

Signed………………………………………………………...Chairperson. 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

The June club meeting minutes and June committee meeting minutes 

have been sent out in the Bent Wire Gazette via email. 

There are still some members the club has listed as no email or the given 

email address is incorrect and I can not send to.  

If you have not the Gazettes with the minutes or the Model T parts 

clearing sale then please email me at  
Thank you for your help with the above.. Ray 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Welcome to our new member.  New Members is Noel Shephard. 

Noel is a Truck collector with many models and makes in his collection.  

 



7 

Part two of the round Australia trip with Antony Davies. 
 
In Karumba, on the Gulf, we caught Barramundi and astonished locals who 

couldn’t believe that we were headed west from there on the infamous track to 

Hell’s Gate. We made it halfway across to the Northern Territory before the wet 

season started, passing through a series of indigenous towns for which we had to 

obtain permits. The Aboriginal children loved our car and we made sure to visit 

the school in each place so that they could have a closer look. At Hell’s Gate, we 

arrived a few minutes before an ex-military Humvee, the drivers of which looked 

very proud of themselves until they realised that our seventy-year-old Ford had 

made better time 

from Normanton 

than they had! 

Making our way 

west, we arrived in 

Borroloola, the first 

time we’d been able 

to telephone 

Sydney since we 

left Cairns, only to 

find that the 

management of 

Sotheby’s had 

changed and the 

new manager had 

cancelled our 

sponsorship, 

leaving us with 

exactly $25 and no way of continuing. After two weeks surviving on fish caught in 

the Prince Edward River, we received word from the rival auctioneer Christies 

who had heard about our plight and generously stepped in to take up our 

sponsorship for the rest of the year. We had a ceremonial burning of all the green 

Sotheby’s signage, and Christies send replacement ones on to Katherine for us. 

Newly bedecked in Christie’s maroon, we made our way across the shockingly 

rough Great Top Road through the Northern Territory and Western Australia to 

Broome, where we arrived at the ABC Radio studio to find that the presenter was 

across the road running the bottle shop, his other job. He was a bit confused by the 

change in auction house, but with good grace carried on anyway. Heading down 

the west coast via Port Hedland, Carnarvon and Geraldton, we diverted out to 

York, west of Perth, and stayed in a lovely converted railway station, enjoying the 

hospitality, and international award-winning mouth organ playing, of Jim 

Harwood, curator of Peter Briggs York Motor Museum. Dean was able to drive 

their 1920s Aston Martin and the stunning 1930s Lagonda. In Perth, our friend 

Paul Blank had arranged the University grounds for our appraisal day and we saw 

a record number of visitors. The car in each case of course was centre stage. 

Continuing down the coast through Margaret River, we touched the south western-
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most tip of West Australia at Cape Leeuwin, and skirted around through Albany 

and Esperence. In Esperence we visited the talented mechanic who had just 

completed a restoration of “Genevieve” Paul Terry’s famous 1905 Darracq from 

the 1950s film, and he kindly welded up our drive shaft on which a loose universal 

joint pin had ground through the torque tube.  

On one occasion we were invited to a private restaurant 150 kms from Esperence 

late in the day, and through a misunderstanding of the route arrived at midnight, 

to be cheerfully given a magnificent meal after which we valued the contents of the 

household for our hosts.  Heading 1,800 km back across the Nullarbor, we only met 

one other vehicle – a cyclist who was headed the same way as us. The Nullarbor 

was springing to life with wildflowers which made the drive very picturesque. As 

we approached Port Augusta, with a hefty tail-wind, we were pulled up by a traffic 

policeman who was thrilled to give us his first speeding ticket – 89 kmh in an 80 

zone! 

In Adelaide, we met many old friends who had congregated for the 1995 National 

Ford Model T rally, and also the family of the 1960s owner of our Ford, to whom 

we later returned the boat-tail racing body from the car so that they could 

reinstate it on another chassis.  

We headed over Victoria, arriving in time for the Bendigo Swap Meet and a 

historic race meeting at Winton where we surprised onlookers by changing the 

head gasket and a con rod in the car park.  Travelling through Ballarat en-route to 

Melbourne, we were hit amidships at midnight by an off-duty doctor in his 

Mercedes, which bounced us off the road and broke a radius rod. The Mercedes 

was somewhat worse off. But within minutes, a lady came racing out of her house, 

and to the rescue, waking up her husband who obligingly welded us up in their 

driveway so that we could continue to Melbourne. Such kind people!  We visited 

our new sponsors in Melbourne, and headed north again, arriving home in Sydney 

just before New Years Eve – nine months and just over 35,000 km after we’d left. 
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The car did another two years work as my daily driver in Sydney, and was 

eventually regretfully sold to finance a new business. Since then  it has lived in 

Scone NSW, where I found some years later it has its own little commemorative 

space in a barn complete with pictures of our journey, and is seen by hundreds of 

people each year doing farm visits. 

 

It was a spectacular adventure, one which both Dean and I will always remember 

and which has inspired many more car experiments since. Dean mostly drives 

classic Alfas these days, though he restored a beautiful Morris Cowley, a 1930 

Velocette and has a vintage Sunbeam, and I have a small stable of veteran and 

vintage cars which keep me busy, but the “Whistling Dixie” will always remain a 

favourite, and I think, if I was to do the same trip again, I’d still choose a Model T 

Ford. Not a tent though! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Camping in the bush, 1913/14 

In Australia (as in other settler societies such as the North America and New 

Zealand, but not in Britain or Europe) holiday camping was largely a matter of 

adapting an older practice to a new purpose. Many early holiday set-ups used the 

sapling-framed tent of settlers and bush workers. The means were the same but 

the meaning had changed. 
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The large holiday 

campground soon 

generated a culture of 

its own, but many 

holiday campgrounds 

had other histories. 

Some would be among 

the oldest sites of 

settlement, reaching 

back in a continuum 

to pioneers and to 

early contact with 

local Aboriginal 

people. Their status was often preserved by being located on crown land. We can 

discern the range of these sites from the 1949 road guide Highways of Australia 

produced under the editorship of Charles Barrett of the 140 touring camping 

places he details, are on riverbanks, especially near bridges; are foreshores; are 

public reserves such as municipal parks and showgrounds; and the remainder are 

on private property and roadsides. Most of the managed campgrounds are 

maintained by local authorities and Barrett lists only commercial campgrounds. 

The camping spots with the deepest histories would generally be the riverbanks, 

but roadsides and 

showgrounds had 

long serviced rural 

industries. 

Until the 1930s, 

bicycles, trains, 

steamers and 

horsedrawn 

vehicles remained 

the main forms of 

holiday transport. 

A horsedrawn van 

could carry all that 

was needed for an entire party, but early model cars were not suited to the purpose 

and trailers were often necessary. From a camping point of view, the car was 

simply another means of transporting the tent and gear, but the tent began to be 

freshly marketed as an accessory to this new means of transportation. 

The Australian camping holiday has its roots deep in a distinct settler history and 

it carries strong resonances of the colonial past. Campers ritually partake in a 

tradition embodied in return to a place of meaning but not of ownership, by 

physically making a camp, and by conducting themselves according to handed-

down camping lore. With items of camping equipment such as tents, stretchers, 

folding furniture, sleeping bags and so on, we can see links to the old past in 

objects, images and practices from the recent past. 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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New Style Classic Vehicle Registration Plates for CVS  

From 1 July 2024, a new number plate will be available for vehicles in the Classic 

Vehicle Scheme (CVS). The new number plate replaces the Conditional number 

plate traditionally issued to vehicles in the scheme. It will be automatically issued 

to new CVS registrations and available to be purchased for a one-off fee for 

existing vehicles in the scheme at the time of registration renewal.  

The new number plate size and design better fits classic vehicles, without needing 

alterations to the plate or the mounting. It also includes the word ‘Classic’ to help 

differentiate classic vehicles from other vehicles.  

Be sure to read the FAQ's regarding these new plates 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/.../cvs-number-plate-fact-sheet.pd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Safety items, Seat belt rules from the TFNSW Site. 

• Seatbelts – must be road approved (including, for example lap, lap sash and harness varieties). 

The belts must comply with Schedule 2 of the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) 

Regulations 2017. 

• Vehicles built to comply with Australian Design Rules (ADR) 4 and 5 must continue to 

comply. 

• If a vehicle does not have seatbelt mounts and seatbelts are installed, they must be signed off 

by a suitably qualified Engineer. 

• Child Restraint Anchorages (CRA) – a vehicle must comply with ADR 4 and 5. 

• Direction indicators – can be white or amber (amber is preferred). The style must be in keeping 

with the defined period of the vehicle. Brake lamps flashing red for direction indicators are not 

acceptable. The replacement of semaphore type indicators is permitted. 

• Left-Hand Drive (LHD) sourced vehicles must have Right-Hand Drive (RHD) headlamps. 

• Toughened glass windscreens must have a safety zone immediately in front of the driver. 

• Imported vehicles may retain OEM belts. However, if the belts are fitted after importation, they 

must comply with Schedule 2 of the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulations 2017. 

Note: seatbelts and CRA are not mandatory if the vehicle was not fitted with seatbelts or CRA as an 

OEM fitment. However, they are strongly recommended for all vehicles where installation is possible. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2024-06/cvs-number-plate-fact-sheet.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2nh9reg2woVqc2b38eJcJ68S_IYCYaYuIPt4MaaLMIicIsnVMgZaidi5M_aem_lQXhMtWgX_sZdPSgIsJebQ
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A Model T Ford Is the Michigan DOT’s Oldest Safety Vehicle. 

By Kyle Smith 09 July 2024 Send in by PC. 

For a good long while, the main users of the paved highways and byways of the 

U.S. countryside have been cars. The transition from horse and buggy to 

automobile has not happened for all road users though, and to help ensure the 

safety of some vehicles that use a little more literal horsepower, the Michigan 

Department of Transportation has a very interesting tool: 

A Model T Ford.  

The State Highway Department of Michigan, as the Department of Transportation 

was initially known, was formed in 1905, a full three years prior to the Model T 

beginning production and long before the widespread adoption of the automobile. 

From the get-go, MDOT has been looking out for non-automotive road users, and 

the Model T makes the perfect tool to aid in that effort because Henry Ford had 

the T’s track width set to match that of a horse and buggy. 

Since the roads at the time were designed to accommodate horse-drawn traffic, it 

only made sense for the Model T’s tires to fit into the already established paths 

created by the horses and buggies. Why try to blaze a new trail when you don’t 

have to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/author/kyle-smith/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/about/history
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Model “T” Ford Speedster in California’s Central Valley. Sent in by PC. 

This charming postcard image was taken in 1924 and includes a group of friends 

or coworkers. The automobile appears to be an updated circa 1913 to ’14 Model 

“T” Ford chassis with a 12-rivet rear axle outfitted with an aftermarket speedster 

body.                                                                                                                                                                  

The uniforms that the two women and the man on the far-left are wearing and the 

pair of shovels lashed together the right-hand running board seem to point to this 

photo being shot at some kind of a work detail for an unknown organization.           

Tell us what you find of interest in this photograph courtesy of the Michael J. 

Semas Collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points of interest.  
The rear axle has aftermarket shocks, which are extra levers in place of the stock 

shackles with light weight springs attached. It also looks like it may have rebound 

straps to limit the travel. The gas tank is huge. There is something funny with the 

radiator: it looks like it is missing fins at the top or has extra fins at the bottom. 

The wheels and tires are correct for the year of the chassis, 3.5 x 30 in back and 3.0 

x 30 in the front. The front tire needs air and the back tire has a funny extra piece 

between the tire and rim? The engine looks stock except there are some extra 

things hung on it. The ladies must take all morning to lace up their boots. 

Between the twelve-rivet rear end, and the “billed” front fender, it likely is a late 

’14 or very early ’15. The headlamp appears to be an early version T electric 

headlamp used in ’15/”16 and ’17 (detail is not clear, so cannot be certain, however 

the rear plug and surrounding back area look to be?). 

The radiator is a late ’17 to ’23 style (the early ’17 used a fan shroud). So, believing 

it is a brass era chassis would mean the radiator was changed to the later style, 

likely to fit the after-market body. The front fenders as said are brass era. 

However, the rears appear to be “crowned” (a compound curve stamping) whereas 

the ’15/’16 fenders were similarly curved in one dimension, the curve was flat 

around the arc. Often, it can be very difficult to see in photos whether the rear 

https://theoldmotor.com/?s=Michael+J.+Semas+Collection
https://theoldmotor.com/?s=Michael+J.+Semas+Collection


15 

fenders are crowned or not, but in this case, I am almost certain they are. 

In addition to the shock absorbers, the rear end has a truss rod. They were often 

used on the riveted rear ends before 1915. Usually, they were not used on light-

weight bodies. However, we can only speculate what sort of body it had before it 

was turned into a speedster. It is also possible, given the surroundings, clothing 

types, and shovels, that the truss was added because they frequented especially 

rough areas. 

Another unusual detail. Brass era and pre-’19 black era Ts had the wishbone 

mounted above the axle instead of below the axle as in some 1919 and all later Ts. 

The above axle wishbone had some stability “issues”., and after-market braces or 

stabilizers were fairly common. Most after-market stabilizers reached from the 

bottom of the axle back to just in front of the wishbone ball. This one appears to 

attach under the axle, go straight back about four inches, then angle sharply up 

(likely attaching to the upper wishbone mid-way back?). 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

CLEARANCE SALE-Austral Area – WATCH THIS 

SPACE.  New items being added daily 

The date for the clearance sale is Saturday 3rd August 2024 

commencing at 8.00am 

All enquiries to Laraine Whitehouse..  

Items for sale and photos are displayed on the link below. 

There are still many items being sorted and will be added. 

Only a few items have been priced to date.  
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Pictures from the past club events and photos the member has no idea that I have them, 

watch out as you could be next. These photo from a time long long ago. Ray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
John Vickery tiring out Vic Jacobs Fonty Ford Racer. Check the hair style. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Early club BBQ and Christmas part at Gwen and Richard Day’s Oakville home. 
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How to Steam Bend Wood    Co-authored by wikiHow Staff  

Steam bending wood is a woodworking technique used to create curved wooden 

forms. You’ll need a steam box or plastic bag, steam generator, and some wooden 

forms or molds to bend the wood with. Steam the wood in the steam box or bag, 

then carefully bend it while it is still hot and secure it against a form or in a mold 

Steaming Wood in a Steam Box. 
Soak the wood you want to bend in water for at least a day before steaming. This 

will make the wood much easier to bend after 

steaming. Place the lumber you want to bend in 

a container full of water, completely 

submerged, and soak it overnight before you 

steam it.  

It’s possible to steam bend wood without 

soaking it overnight if you aren’t able to do so. 

Keep in mind that air-dried lumber is easier to 

steam than kiln-dried lumber. Woods with 

more open grain, for example oak, are the 

easiest to steam bend. 

Place the moist wood into a steam box.  

A steam box may be constructed from wood or PVC pipe. The steam box needs to 

be big enough to let the steam flow around the piece of wood and needs openings, 

like drilled holes, so that the steam gets airflow and does not become volatile.  

You can buy a steam box from a home improvement centre or construct your own 

steam box from lumber, like plywood, 

or from PVC piping. A steam box is 

essentially just an enclosure that 

opens at 1 end and has a hose running 

into it from a steam generator.  

If possible, work outside when you are 

steam bending wood. Steam gets very 

hot, so be incredibly careful around 

the steam box and generator. Wear 

heat-resistant gloves and safety 

goggles while you are steaming and 

bending the wood. 

 
Hook up a steam generator to the 

steam box with a hose.  

A steam generator may be store bought or you can use an appliance like a 

wallpaper steamer. Attach the steam generator to the steam box via a hose or tube.  

Wallpaper steamers are the most recommended way of creating a homemade 

steam generator. They are available cheaply at most home decorating stores.  

If you made a homemade steam box, you can drill a hole to fit the hose or tube that 

connects to the steam generator. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Steam-Bend-Wood
https://www.wikihow.com/wikiHow:Content-Management
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Steam the wood for 1 hour for every 1 in (2.5 cm) of thickness.  

Fill the steam generator’s tank with 

water and turn it on. The general rule 

for steam bending wood is 1 hour for 

every 1 in (2.5 cm) of thickness of the 

piece of wood that you are processing, 

but since all woods are different the 

time can vary.  

If you don’t steam the wood for long 

enough, then it will snap when you 

try to bend it. It’s a good idea to do a 

test on a scrap piece of the same wood 

you want to bend to get the correct 

amount of time down. 

 
Maintain the temperature at about 212 °F (100 °C).  

This is the temperature that water 

boils at, so as long as you have proper 

ventilation in your steam box the 

temperature should stay close to this 

number. Open the steam box door to 

reduce pressure and temperature if it 

gets more than 2 degrees higher than 

this.  

You can monitor the temperature in 

the steam box by inserting a 

thermometer, like standard kitchen 

thermometer, into an opening (like one 

of the ventilation holes). You can add 

more ventilation to your steam box by drilling holes if you have difficulty 

maintaining the temperature. 
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Remove the steamed wood with 

heat-resistant gloves when the 

time is up.  

Turn off the steam generator and 

carefully open the steam box with 

heat-resistant gloves. Remove the 

steamed piece of wood and begin 

the bending process as fast as 

possible before it loses its 

pliability.  

Make sure you have everything 

ready for bending before you 

remove the wood from the steam 

box so you can get started right 

away. 
 

Bending Wood After Steaming.                                                                          
Make a plywood form or bending board to shape the wood to.                                      

Cut plywood to create forms to shape the 

wood you want to bend. Attach several small 

curved pieces of plywood to a board to 

create a bending board, or cut large forms 

that you can clamp the steamed wood to.                                                                

For example, you can use a bandsaw to cut a 

single large curved form out of a piece of 

plywood. You will attach the steamed wood 

to this form with clamps.                  

Alternatively, cut up several smaller curved 

pieces from plywood or MDF, then screw or 

nail them to a backboard to create a mould 

for your steamed wood. You will need to 

make pieces for the inside and outside of the curves so that the steamed wood is 

held in place between them. 

Clamp the steamed wood to the forms if you cut large plywood forms 
Place the wood you are bending against the 

form, then clamp it to the form. Start with 

the flattest area, secure it in place, then 

carefully bend the wood around the form.  

You can put scrap wood between the 

clamps and the wood to protect it and hold 

it in place better.  

Try to work as quickly as possible. The 

longer you take, the harder the wood will 

be to bend. 
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Place the steamed wood in the mould if you made a bending board. Carefully bend 

the wood in between then curved pieces of plywood or MDF that you used to make 

a mould. Start at one end and work your 

way to the other.  

Bending boards work well with smaller 

pieces of steamed wood to create more 

intricate curves. 

Let the wood sit against the form or in 

the mould for 24 hours. Leave the wood 

to cool, dry, and set for at least a full 

day. Unclamp the wood from the form 

or remove it from the bending board 

mould after a day has passed.  

Keep in mind that the wood will likely 

spring back a bit after you remove it from the form or mould. 

This was Last Updated: April 26, 2024 It has not been tested by myself or any one 

I know so attempt at your own risk.  Ray 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

                            Oh, to just be on the open road once more. 

 

 
  

https://www.wikihow.com/Steam-Bend-Wood
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A sad story of another t lost to drivers not giving way. 
In Victoria on June 27th. 

While on a test drive after repairing a faulty cam bearing in Kerry’s Coupe, Frank 

was t-boned by a car coming out from a side street in Heyfield. The Coupe was 

raised up onto the bonnet of the Mondeo and flipped around 180 degrees and then 

came to rest. The front end was ripped out from under the T and when it came to 

rest some wheels were broken. Plenty of damage for a relatively low speed impact. 

Despite initial shock, Frank was uninjured and is now on the damage for a 

relatively low speed impact. 

Despite initial shock, Frank was uninjured and is now on the hunt for a 

replacement closed car, Coupe or Sedan! 

After the ordeal Frank later returned to his normal self and was obviously in 

better spirits saying, “I’ve just lost a good tank of fuel!” 

 
It got killed yesterday   

A car took off to soon at a stop sign intersection, didn't see me. The frame is bent, 

and a ripple effect travelled through 

the body, creases in the roof and the 

boot lid won't shut and left door 

won't open. 

 

 
Extract from the   

The Newsletter of The Model T 

Ford Club of Victoria (Inc.) 

Thank you, Warwick. 

 

A reminder to our club 
members to be very vigilant 

when out driving.   
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This 1936 photograph comes with a very heavy caption: 

"One-room hut housing a family of nine built on the chassis of an abandoned Ford 

in a field” Another use for a old TT truck.   

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

CLUB EVENTS, THESE EVENS NEED YOUR SUPPORT. 
EVENTS REPORT 

 

Saturday 27" July All Ford Swap at Sydney Dragway  

 

Sunday 28” July All Ford Day at Sydney Dragway  

 

Sunday 18" August Sylvania Pre WW2 car show being held in Sutherland Shire 

carpark, Flora St, Sutherland.  

  

Sunday 25" August Shannon’s Eastern Creek display day at Sydney Motorsport 

Park.  

 

Sunday 1st September Flathead Day at Campbelltown Steam Museum.  

  

Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 September Clarendon Classic truck & machinery show 

at Hawkesbury Showground in Clarendon.  

 

Saturday 19" & Sunday 20" October Campbelltown Steam Museum  



23 

 

 

.  

 

 

For Sale, this trailer due to lack 

of space and non-use, here are 

the details. It was professionally 

built in 2019, has Compliance tag and 

is registered in NSW.  

Suit tall Vintage or Veteran Car.  

Firm price of $10,000, way less than it 

cost to build.  

Contact John De Brincat on 

0414522533. 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Note to members, I have started sending out a mid bi-monthly Email 

called the Bent Wire Gazette. 

“BUT”, There are quite a few members with no email address or an 

incorrect email address on my lists so you are not receiving it.  

I hope to get a note into your magazine bag asking you to please supply 

the address so I can send it to you next month or if none has turned up 

then contact me as my email and phone number is on page 2 of this 

magazine.  Ray.  Editor. 
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FOR SALE. 

Up for sale today is a new 30x3 1/2 Coker tyre, 

still soft. Pick up only in Menai NSW or your 

shipper to come and pick it up.  

$200 ono Contact Andrew Webb. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

FOR SALE. Numerous Model T Ford parts. Following Model T Ford 

engines: 1922, 1923, 1924, 1926, 1927, 1919 block, 1914 block. Contact, 

Laurie McGrath  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Up for sale today is a scat crank standard to suit a T. Brand new still in 

the box. These are now over 4K here $3650 posted to you around 

Australia. Andrew Webb 


