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SALE 
Membership (Jan-Dec) $45.00 

Club Lapel Badge $5.00 
Club Cloth Badge $8.00 
Window Sticker $1.00 

Cap Badge - Model T $5.00 
Metal Car Badge* $26.00 
* Postage Car Badge $4.00 

CLUB ADDRESS 
PO BOX 2658 

NORTH PARRAMATTA NSW 1750 

WEBSITE 
www.modeltfordclubnsw.org.au 

CLUB MEETINGS 
8PM ON THE THIRD FRIDAY OF 

EACH MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER) 
VCCA HALL 

134 QUEENS RD 
CANADA BAY NSW 2046 

The Bent Wire” is published bi-monthly by the Model T Ford Club of Australia (NSW) Inc. and 
is distributed free to all financial members. All contributions are welcome and will be noted. 
Neither the Club nor the Editor necessarily endorse the views of contributors nor accept 
responsibility for the correctness or quality of the articles. The Model T Ford Club of Australia 
(NSW) Inc., caters for owners of original style Model T Fords (and Fords prior to the Model T) 
through monthly meetings, rallies and tours, social events, club registration HVS) and 
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information about club activities and technical information pertaining to Model T Fords, 
especially Australian versions and also “The Bent Wire” magazine. 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
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Michael Skura 
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Web Master Gary Amesbury 0  
 
Rego Inspector Richard Day 0 
 
Rego Inspector Dean Whitehouse 0  
 
Rego Inspector Gil Whitehouse 0  
 
Rego Trainee Charlie Sharpe 0  
 
Rego Trainee Andrew Webb 
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PRESIDENTS 
REPORT 
We are getting close to the end of another year so 
that means rego days. Yes, can you please make that 
effort to get your cars to rego day, we have 2 of 
them and it can be disappointing when Sydney 
locals can’t find the time to get to at least one of 
them when there are several of us there waiting to 
help you. 
The next thing that comes up at this time of year is the AGM and everyone has a 
chance at doing a job and helping the club along. Please remember that without 
your help we don’t have a club and it does seem that the same people put their 
hands up (maybe scratch their nose at that moment) every year to do something. 
I know Phil is also struggling with runs to put in the club runs, Is there anyone 
there that can help and come up with something for him. It doesn’t have to be to 
anywhere special or expensive, just to a park for lunch or morning T that has 
toilets and a bit of shade. It doesn’t have to be 100miles long just a short run 
around your local area, A place you have always wanted to visit as it can open 
doors to it when a club is getting involved. 
Thank you to everyone that does help out even if it is simple thing like the suppers 
at the meetings or bits and pieces for Ray to put in the magazine, even advice to 
help our cars stay on the road. 

 
 

Happy and safe T’ing 
Dean 

 

Dean 
CLUB MEETINGS 
Don’t forget meetings are also broadcast 
online for all to participate. 
This is an easy way for those living out of 
Sydney to attend. 
Emails with the link for the meetings are sent a day or so before hand. 
If you haven’t received an email, contact the Secretary. 
(mtfcanswsec2023@gmail.com) 
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EDITORS REPORT 
 

I have finished another magazine but some items that I 
needed for good stories just have not arrived on my desk so 
Richard Day and Phil Turner came to my rescue with the 
story of his car. 
I put this request in here each month so if you have good 
report or story, please contact me. 

Wanted for the magazine. 
Stories for the magazine, do you have any tinker tips or 
questions about the running of your, for sales or run reports 
then please let me know so I can add items of interest to be read. 

I have given the survey report from what members have sent in to the committee 
to see which way this club can move forward or changes that will help. 
This is your magazine and club so please help run it. 

Happy model T-ing. Ray 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Have you checked out the club’s the Facebook Pages. 
lately? 

  Model T Ford Club of Australia NSW inc 
 

  Aussie Model T Ford Speedsters Chapter 

 
. Welcome to four new members. 

Rod Soar, from Brown Hill Victoria. 

Noel Cook, from GLOUCESTER NSW 

Kevin Boardman, from NARRAWA NSW 

Benjamin Morgan, DULWICH HILL NSW 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE MODEL T FORD CLUB 
OF AUSTRALIA NSW (INC.) HELD ON THE 20th September 2024 AT THE 

VETERAN CAR CLUB, QUEEN ST FIVEDOCK AND BY VIRTUAL 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
OPENING 
The meeting was opened by the President, Dean Whitehouse, at 8:25 pm. 

PRESENT 
13 Members and 1 visitor were in attendance and were recorded in the attendance book. 

 
VIRTUAL ATTENDEES: Steve Flemming, Ray Green, Phillip Campbell, Phil Taylor, 
Niel Martin, David Kelly, David Walker. 

APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Bob Wilson and Jeff Smith. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the General meeting were read out. Acceptance of the minutes was 
moved and seconded by Bob Hawke and Jim McKern - approved. 

 
BUSINESS ARISING 
There was no business arising from the minutes. 

CORRESPONDENCE IN 
There was no correspondence In. 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT 
There was no correspondence out. 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no Business Arising from Correspondence 

NEW MEMBERS 
There were 4 new members. 

 Financial Members 
At the first of September 2024 there were 123 financial members, 7 unfinancial members 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
The treasures report was read out which moved by Bob Hawke and seconded by 
and Jim McKern – approved. 

 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE TREASURER’S REPORT 
There was no Business Arising from the Treasurer’s Report. 
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EDITOR'S REPORT 
The magazine is due to be distributed by next Thursday. Magazines posted interstate 
have incurred extra cost. 

REGISTRAR’S REPORT 
There were no special trips recorded for the month. There are 40 vehicles registered and 
29 cars registered on logbooks. 

CMC REPORT 
There was no CMC report 

CFC REPORT 
A report will be issued in the following week. 

 
EVENTS REPORT 

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd September 
Clarendon Classic truck & machinery show at Hawkesbury Showground in Clarendon. 
Please be in place by 8am 

 
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th October 
Campbelltown Steam Museum open days from 9am till 3.30pm 

Sunday 3rd November & Sunday 10th November 
Club registration days 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
The following issues were discussed: 

1. Bob Hawke queried the progress of the Roster, still in progress. 
2. Bob Hawke reported that Ros Pappalardo has been placed in a Nursing Home. 

 
TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 
Ray Green reported that new Model A engines are available. 

FOR SALE AND WANTED ITEMS 
There were no sales items. 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday the20th September 2024 at 8.00pm. 

CLOSURE 
The    meeting    was    closed    at    9:00    pm. 

Signed ...................................................................................... Chairperson. 



7  

Cover Story Phil Turner 28 August 2024 
What should the title to this article be? 
“Model T wins Concours D’Elegance”? Or, “My worst Classic Car Investment”? 
Or, “A Four-Year Roller Coster ride in a 1920 Coupe”? Or perhaps, “The most fun 
we could have with our pants on”? 
Probably better to leave YOU to come up with a title as this story has so many ins, outs, 
ups, downs and twists for a journey that takes this Model T from a small collection in 
the US to Class wins in not one but two, of the most prestigious Concours D’Elegance 
events in the southern hemisphere. 
But it came at a cost. Was it worth it? 
We already owned a MK2 Jaguar, a Triumph TR3A and have had a number of other 
classics pass our way, a ’67 Mini Cooper S, ’44 Jeep, ’26 Dodge (running on charcoal) 
and a magnificent ’58 BSA B31 with impeccable provenance. We learnt the value of 
‘history’ as a key to classic and vintage car ownership. For within the majesty of such a 
hobby, the ‘story’ behind each collectable classic is paramount. 
The whole ‘classic car’ scene is immensely enjoyable and a 
real lesson in human nature giving each classic car owner the 
ability to express their individuality – in other words, we are 
all different but respect each other’s passion and thrive on the 
outcomes of who owns what – especially at car events where 
your pride and joy gets displayed or can be seen on tour with a 
wide range of other marques. 
Winning awards at car events is not our aim here, although we 
have collected the odd trophy or two, it’s the comradery, the 
social extensions, fine coffee and the party atmosphere of such 
gatherings that appeals for us BOTH to enjoy. 
Attending such gatherings alerted us to the rising significance 
of “PRESERVATION” over “RESTORATION”, so the hunt was on for a suitable 
‘preservation’ that would allow us to enter a new realm of social intercourse and 
broaden our interest. 
A Google search unveiled a 1920 Model T Coupe coming up in a Bonham’s Auction – 
“the Scottsdale Auction”, Phoenix, Arizona. Many phone calls, emails, photos ensued. 
The head of International Motoring at Bonhams described this particular Model T as 
“probably the most original in existence” – just what we were looking for?? 
With a Heritage Certificate from the “Harrah Collection” and clear proof of its 
originality, we decided to make a bid. 
The hammer dropped in our favour at $US28,000 – about $38k of hard-earned Aussie 
dollars! 
Now to get it out of the USA and into Australia. Our research, before sale, suggested a 
cost of $AU15,000 to $AU20,000 – costs all factored into determining our auction 
budget – the one we set ourselves for this ‘investment’. 
Then the Russia/Ukraine war started and a myriad of delays ensued. Shipping lanes 
were threatened and sea freight went through the roof. It took us 6 months to get US 
Heritage clearance, quarantine, asbestos certification and the never-ending pile of 
paperwork for trivial matters kept growing. Let alone trying to get a spot of a boat from 
LA to Sydney. Leaving out detail like having to pay for four ratchet straps that cost us 
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$US3,000…“for significant, collectable, museum transport” items. Our final bill for 
freight to Sydney was just over $AU39,000 – more than we paid for the #$@& car!!! 
(We have since learnt, there are much cheaper freight options. But this was our first. 
Another chip in this bitter- sweet story.) 
Undaunted, we were overjoyed with the Model T’s arrival and its provenance, that the 
‘cost’ soon became part of its history in itself. 
We collected the Coupe from the clearing dock in Sydney, where they cut our $4k+ 
ratchet straps with a box cutter to free it from its own container, and brought the “T” to 
our local Car Club Museum in Cooma, NSW. The pretty Coupe was the ‘talk of the 
town’ and a real attraction at the Museum. A number of noted car ‘experts’ would 
eventually study the Coupe and we asked, specifically, as to its potential in 
“Preservation”. The Coupe had some repairs done but were considered ‘routine’ for 
relative maintenance and repair, the interior was faded but original with no rips or 
fraying. 
I owe a great deal to Richard Day for sharing his knowledge showing us how to start 
and drive it. Richard would later do further work to ensure it would not let us down 
when participating in Award parades. More on that later. 
As testimony to its originality, it still had its 1920 number plates fitted – CA20 383:000 
– California, 1920 and plate number 383. Now registered on historic plates in NSW and 
driven cautiously to help keep its “preservation” status – a car covered car trailer would 
soon follow – more $$$ - so we could transport the Model T to interstate events. 
One of the experts who inspected the Model T at the Cooma Car Club Museum, 
happened to be a classic car judge. Following this, we received an invitation to submit 
the Coupe to the Concours De Elegance Board of “Motorclassica” in Melbourne. This 
prestigious event, considered the largest event of its type in the southern hemisphere and 
held in the historic Exhibition Buildings in Melbourne, was heralding an anniversary for 
Ferrari and Citroen as well as featuring “Icons of Speed”. Of the hundreds of 
applications received by the Board Panel, with about 230 cars receiving official 
invitations. 
Just to be accepted at this level was a privilege. Giving us access to a segment of 
enthusiasts that punch well above our pay grade but being an ‘entrant’ gave us VIP 
status and free entry to all parts of the Concours with magnificent food and drinks 
included. We had a ‘sponsor’ – an event official – who was looking after our Class and 
arranged some magnificent dinners afterhours where we got to meet other owners with 
similar passions. 
There were 38 classics eligible for “Preservation Class” in Melbourne – all finalists 
identified by their red rosettes so, were duly inspected by us with a vested interest. Alfa 
Romeo, Mercedes, Ferrari, Rolls Royce, Porsche, Cadillac, a couple of race cars and a 
mind-blowing Phase 3 GTHO with very low kms. 
At the Award Presentation our Model T was given a handsome trophy and announced 
“Best Preservation 2022” with the GTHO being Runner-up. I later talked to one of the 
international judges, who confirmed its excellence and its originality. He said that in all 
his 30 years of international judging, he’d never seen anything like it – the paint, 
interior, its age, provenance and patina, all playing a part. 
(“Best of Show” at Motorclassica in 2022 was awarded to Lindsay Fox for his stunning 
540K Mercedes.) 
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But the Model T community, directly and through 
social media, have varying views on ‘originality’, I 
assume from the fact that its extremely difficult to 
identify a Model T as original, as Henry encouraged 
owners to put different bodies on them, convert them 
for all sorts of uses and modify them for the land, 
racing, snow etc. So, to 
herald an ORIGINAL Model T is viewed, perhaps 
understandably in this light, with scepticism. A true 
definition of “original” for a Model T Ford is not easy 
to determine. 
The US chat lines falling just short of calling us 
fraudsters! This was extremely disconcerting and 
warranted further research to find out ‘why’. In fact, 
one US comment declared the only original Model T 
was the “Rip Van Winkle” 4 door touring convertible. It has zero miles (actually, I am 
led to believe, it has been driven an estimated 100 miles as a result of kids stealing it 
and taking it for a joy ride). I’ve seen photos of it. Its originality is probably correct and 
for others to judge but its condition is no where near the standard of the 1920 Coupe 
referred to in this article. 
In essence, there are two different concepts of “original”. The one that is still ‘wrapped 
in plastic’ with zero miles – straight out of the box and those, like this Coupe, that fit the 
criteria for “originality” under the guidelines for Preservation Class in car events. 
Basically, well used but intact as sold/delivered with routine period accessories at the 
time of delivery, maintenance and repairs being more than acceptable. 
But, for our short 4-year journey as the custodians of this unique Model T, I’m sticking 
with the “experts” (admittedly, not Model T owners) who confirm its originality. 
The success at Melbourne’s Motorclassica lead to an invitation from the Curator of the 
Sydney Harbour Concours D’Elegance for the up-coming 2024 “Island Edition” on 
Cockatoo Island, Sydney Harbour (held in March 2024). 
The Sydney event is very different to Melbourne’s Motorclassica. The Sydney 
Chairman has a myriad of contacts in the exclusive global classic car arena and, 
together with his international Jury, invites just 40 cars globally to the Concours. 
Sponsored by the likes of Pommery Champagne, Calleija Diamonds, Chateau La 
Gordonne and Hilton, this is a very special event, or, in our case, a ‘party’ way out of 
our reach. 
But, to our surprise a series of invitations and assessments were carried out over a 12 
month period and we were eventually accepted into the prestigious ranks of the Sydney 
Harbour Concours D’Elegance alongside McLaren, Pagani, Porsche, Lancia, Rolls 
Royce, Lamborghini, Brabus, Bentley, Aston Martin…..with our FORD…a 1920 Model 
T Coupe! 
As an entrant, cost was zero! Sure, we had to pay for accommodation and all associated 
costs but this event with a public spectator ticket costing $1,000 a day…and limited to 
150 people, it was not only exclusive but, once again, opened doors to a ‘class’ of 
classic car enthusiasts outside the scope of mere humble folk like us. But the biggest 
surprise of all, was the like-mindedness of such a group. We all had the same thing in 
common albeit, at a new level. To chat with the owner of the winner of “Best of Show” 
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– the $32m ’64 Ferrari 250 LM – was like chatting to any one of the members in our 
local Club or our next-door neighbour. 
At the black-tie $600 a plate presentation dinner at the Hilton – free for invited entrants 
- with copious quantities of Pommery Champagne of every vintage on tap, our 1920 
Model T Ford Coupe wins “Preservation Pre-War”, as judged by the international Jury 
of experts from India, the UK, Italy, Australia and the US. 
The essence of the story so far shows a significant discrepancy between the “show” 
scene and the members of car clubs like the Model T Ford Club as to their respective 
opinions on ‘originality’ and/or ‘preservation’ in the classic and vintage car market. 
Accepting the fact that that the average Model T Ford is not and never will be a “show 
piece” as it subscribes to an entirely different and unique pedigree who enjoy short runs, 
touring, social gatherings and the inevitable mechanical discussions around Model T 
complexities then, once again, the journey for this Coupe is unique as it has stepped out 
of the mould. I’m not having a dig here, it’s just that Model T ownership has its own 
demographic – but so too do Astin Martin owners, the Land Rover fraternity, Lada Niva 
owners, Jowet Javelin enthusiasts or those who immerse themselves with the likes of 
Rolls Royce, Jaguar etc – all have their own respected communities. So, to have a 
Model T Ford on centre stage at respected Concours events – and win in its Class – is 
nothing short of remarkable. 
Testimony to its quality as a “Preservation Class” vehicle – 
Yes! But the fact that it was a FORD and a Model T at that – 
the very essence of the evolution of the automobile – cannot 
be overlooked. The wins at these two Concours events is 
confirmation that every Model T owner has the respect of a 
much wider classic and vintage car community than many 
realise. 
Now, that sounds like the end of the story, but its really the 
beginning of the end. 
My wife and I like to drive and use our classics. The Jaguar 
and Triumph have been set up to be driven like they have been stolen and they give us 
great enjoyment on short runs in the Snowy Mountains or long distance events interstate. 
Neither will be ‘show winners’ but it doesn’t stop us from attending and joining in many 
touring events and joint gatherings. 
But what about the “T”? 
Despite its originality and its documented history in significant Museums in the US 
(Caeser’s Palace, Sands Casino, US National Motor Museum etc), it has been well used. 
Temperamental to start (what’s new, you say?), it has a compression of around 20psi 
and shows significant wear befitting a vehicle that’s 104 years old…and ‘never been 
touched’ – gearbox bands, brakes, a leaking radiator and weeping head gasket all need 
urgent attention before its driven too far. 
We had to decide. Do we keep it? Get it fixed up with a mechanical rebuild or do we 
move it on? The problem is, with a mechanical rebuild (more $$$), it potentially would 
lose its “Preservation” originality. And driving around in a Model T to club events 
when you live in the Snowy Mountains, seemed at odds. (And the fact that we have 
already spent an exorbitant amount on mechanical restorations, losing 3 years of ‘use’ in 
the process, we were reluctant to start again.) 
So, the decision was made to sell it. 
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It went to auction in March 2024. In a depressed 
classic car market, it did not attract the interest 
we felt it deserved. In hindsight, the auction 
process was a mistake. There’s no opportunity to 
feel the emotion of a classic of this nature. It is, 
in our case, a very mechanical process without 
the opportunity for ‘seller’ and ‘buyer’ to engage. 
Relying on a third party to ‘sell’ when there is 
anything upwards of 100 other classics to be sold. And, the potential buyer is left to do 
his own research being kept at distance from the seller. 
The auction house set the range. In our case $35,000 to $40,0000, so we initially set a 
reserve of $35,000 – significantly lower than our ‘investment’. Two weeks before 
auction, we considered withdrawing as there was only one other person interested. With 
the support of the auction house, we removed the reserve. We knew it was going to sell 
at well below the initial investment but were surprised that no further interest was 
shown and on auction day, this extraordinary Model T Ford Coupe, sold for just 
$21,000. 
At Motorclassica in 2022, following our win for “Preservation of the Year”, we were 
offered $70,000. Never saw the colour of his money but dismissed the offer anyway as 
we hadn’t finished our “journey” with it at that stage. 
In just four years. With an outlay of some $80,000, we have taken a little known but 
highly respected Model T ford Coupe from the US to Australia where it has obtained 
national and international significance as the best in its class – at Concours. 
Considering the marques associated with such events, this is significant recognition for 
FORD and the humble Model T. 
To the lucky new owner. The author hopes you realise just how significant is your 
winning bid. We hope you go on to admire, appreciate and respect it. More importantly, 
we hope you maintain its “Preservation” status and show it off at every opportunity you 
get. Any regrets? Yeh! There’s plenty in all of this. Lots of lessons learnt. But the road 
taken to preserve a piece of motoring history, and being awarded for it on the global 
Concours Stage is the pinnacle of classic and vintage car collecting. 
Makes for one hell of a ride! 

Footnote: 
1920 Model T Ford Coupe 
Original 
Harrah Heritage Certificate 
(The detail I’m about to describe here will be argued by some Model T Ford Club 
members. But it is what it is, and for its purpose with us, it has achieved its objective.) 
Build date: 6th February 1920 (Number trace using McCalley’s) 
Heavily optioned by factory and the dealer. 
Original paint, original interior and original ‘vinyl’ covered roof. Has an electric starter; 
Float-a-Ford suspension; exhaust cut out; whistle; blind; vases; Fat-Man steering wheel; 
Fuel gauge and the list goes on. 
Areas of contention: Engine number, so I am told, suggests it may not be original. 
Possibly 1922 which seems a bit odd for an engine swap just two years after it was 
built. But if that’s the case, my guess is that it was done at Harrah’s as “Bill” was 
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obsessed with pure automotive perfection within his 1,400 car collection with everyone 
of them ‘looking like new’. He also had a team of experts scouring the planet for unique 
vehicles and a staff of 70 restoring, building and maintaining the collection. 
And, to help silence the cynics and pundits who attest 
to its ‘originality’, then maybe Mr Harrah could be to 
blame. Maybe there has been some ‘adjustments’ but 
what is very evident, it all happened very early in the 
Coupe’s life. 
How appropriate and timely was the outcome at 
Pebble Beach this year – adding credence to this story? 
“Best of Show” in the 2024 Pebble Beach Concourse 
D’Elegance went, for the first time, to 
PRESERVATION CLASS - an original vehicle – albeit a Bugatti. Original, despite 
being rebodied!! 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
 

2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
NOTICE is hereby given that the 34th Annual General Meeting of the MODEL T 
FORD CLUB OF AUSTRALIA (NSW) Inc will be held at the VETERAN CAR 
CLUB HALL Queens Rd, FIVEDOCK on Friday 15th November 2024 following the 
Club meeting at 9.00 p.m. A Microsoft Teams link will be available for members 
who can’t attend the meeting at the Hall. Only members present in the hall are 
eligible to vote as per the club constitution. 

 
 Agenda: 

1. Apologies 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2023 Annual General Meeting 
3. Receipt of Reports 
4. Election of office bearers and Committee for the 2025 Year 
5. General Business 

 

Steve Fleming Treasurer 
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CLUB EVENT REPORTS. 
Gil Whitehouse Garage Sale. 3rd August 2024. By.. Jim McKern. 
When Ann-Maree and I returned from America back on 20th June and went down 
to Goulburn to pick up our Cocker Spaniel dogs we had a request from our long 
time friends of many years Gil and Loraine, if we could tidy up Gils collection of 
Model T Ford Parts of 20 years of collecting and stored for 15 years in a disused 
Chicken shed. 
Over the 15 years of storage the roof had collapsed in a couple of places due to 
tree foliage that built up over this time. 
Due to the area was under subdivision redevelopment and the shed had to go, 
as a sewer main was going down the centre of the shed. We had a six week 
window to sort and sell as much as possible on the sale day then 
Below are some photos of what we found. 

 

To this on Sales Day 3rd of August 2024. 
 

Three days after sale day. 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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As President Dean advised several months ago, our friends from Henry's offered 
the Club a gift certificate. The certificate was to be awarded to the person who 
attended the most club runs this year commencing March through till All Ford 
Day. I'm pleased to advise our winner, by quite a margin, is Warwick 
Preval. Warwick & Helen have been regular supporters of our club runs for many 
years, and as such are worthy competition winners. Congratulations Warwick! 
I'd also like to thank all those who have attended our runs, especially those who 
have made the effort to come in their Ts. Runs are an integral part of our club, 
and I've yet to be on one that hasn't been great fun. Some of the best runs we've 
had have been one off suggestions from members. Please contact me with any ideas 
you may have. 
Phil 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
All Fords Day 
All Fords Day this year was held on 28th of July at the usual venue at Eastern Creek 
Fortunately, the weather was fine ad sunny, but chilly. 
There were only four Model Ts on display, entered by Tom Evans with his Fordor, 
Warwick Preval with his Tourer, Dean Whitehouse with his TT Truck, John Vickery 
with his Fordor and Hamish Dobinson with Tim Wynn Jones’s Tourer. 
The number of Fords on display was in the region of 1,200, with perhaps the highest 
percentage being Falcons. The quality of restorations of these cars, even in their engine 
bays, was exceptional. 
There was, perhaps, a dozen beautifully restored A Models, most of them wearing the 
traditional front mesh grill in front of their radiators. It is interesting to ponder whether 
these widely open grills are either adornments, or have with some functionality or both. 
Sadly, there was a dearth of sedan cars from the thirties, forties and fifties, their being 
only a couple of Mercury’s from the forties and fifties and a handful of Prefects and 
Anglia’s. In East Africa, the Swahili word “Angalia” means “look”, or “watch out”, and 
Anglia’s are mistakenly called Angalia’s. There were several Utes. 
Also on show, was a handful of closed and open Fairlanes, an LTD and a Mustang – all 
stunningly beautiful. There also was one Army Duck, presumably Ford made. 
Every club was issued with two trophies, to be distributed at the discretion of club 
members. One award was bestowed on John Vickery, who’s immaculate Fordor stole 
the show. The second trophy was awarded to Hamish Dobinson. 
A great day – hearty congratulations to the organisers! Tim Wynn Jones. 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
ALL FORD SWAP MEET 2024 By John Vickery. 
All Ford Day 2024 was held on Saturday 27th June at Sydney Dragway, Eastern Creek 
with the gates opening at 6am to a very chilly start. As daylight arrived, so did the rain, 
making the vendors with literature unwilling to expose their wares to the elements. The 
rain was moderate, but persistent, but I thought that the Swap Meet was well attended – 
only three Model T Club members braved the elements. 
Noticed from a distance a 1926-27 Model T Coupe body on a rolling chassis on a trailer, 
so I had to have a closer look. The body was a US body which had the usual rust lower 
down, but it was sitting on a right-hand drive Model A running gear. 
Not surprising, to find no other Model T parts were on offer on the day. 
ALL FORD DAY 2024 
All Ford Day opened its gates at 7am on Sunday 28th June at Sydney Dragway, Eastern 
Creek. The weather was different to Saturday – we had no rain, but we did have a very 
cool wind all day – one of those lazy ones that blew through, not around us. 
This year we celebrated the 47th Annual All Ford Day – seems only yesterday that the 
first All Ford Day was held in Parramatta Park in 1978, consisting of a small number of 
Ford Clubs (Model T Club being one of them) and a small contingent of representative 
Ford cars. The Combined Ford Clubs of NSW now consists of many more Ford Car 
clubs within NSW, and I am not sure of the actual number of Ford manufactured 
vehicles that were on display this year, but my estimate would be more than 1,500. 
Probably the Club with the best attendance was the Mustang Owners Club that had over 
100 cars on show, celebrating 60 years of the Ford Mustang. 
The five Model T’s representing our Club shared an area with the Model A’s, near the 
Drag Strip entry. Model T’s in attendance were Dean Whitehouse 1919 Truck, John 
Vickery 1926 Tudor, Tom Evans 1926 Tudor, Warwick Preval 1925 Tourer and Tim 
Wyn-Jones in his 1924 Tourer. I did see Club members Andrew Byrnes and Tony Fayad 
in attendance – there may have been others who I missed. 
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Run report: Flathead Day and Early Ford V8 Concours 1st September. Reports 
from Phil Campbell. 
For the first time ever. we were blessed with fine feather for this annual event. 
However, it also coincided with Father's Day & Model A nationals, and this may have 
kept some away. Those who attended were treated to a diverse range of flathead 
powered vehicles from several decades, 
predominantly Ford, but including trucks, tractors 
& crawlers. Jim & Ann-Maree's '27 Fordor was 
awarded a trophy for best non V8 flathead. Other T 
Club attendees were John & Bianca Everett, Russ 
Johnson and Andrew & Cora McVey. Ruby the '15 
Torpedo was on the Shannons stand with Phil 
Campbell. The Steam Museum is a great location 
and we look forward to this event growing over the 
years. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Clarendon Classic Truck & Machinery Show 21st & 22nd September. 
This annual event is a huge display of 
machinery of all types, including cars, bikes, 
boats, tractors & farm implements, plus 
hundreds of trucks. Featured this year were 
Chrysler cars, Chevrolet trucks, pre '40s tractors 
& Wolseley agricultural equipment. Double 
decker bus rides, vintage tool & machinery & 
book stalls, plus numerous food trucks were 
some of the show features to interest all family 
members. Several car clubs including ours also 
displayed vehicles. Richard Day brought the fire 
engine & make-a-tractor, David Walker had his 
'11 tourer, Peter Coco his '26 tourer, Tom Evans 
his '26 Tudor, and Kylie Miller & John Everett 
had the '26 Grace Removals truck. Also sighted 
were Clare Miller & Phil Campbell. It's a great family event. But if attending for the first time allow 
most of a day to take everything in! 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AUSTRALIA (NSW) INC. 2024 Club Runs 

 

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd September 
Clarendon Classic truck & machinery show at Hawkesbury Showground in Clarendon. 
Please be in place by 8am 
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th October 
Campbelltown Steam Museum open days from 9am till 3.30pm. Entry by gold coin 
donation if displaying your T 
Sunday 3rd November & Sunday 10th November 
Club registration days 
Sunday 1st December 
Christmas party 
www.modeltfordclubnsw.org.au In case of wet weather check website early morning or contact 
run organizer. If you would like to organize a run, please contact Phil Campbell on 0449671213 
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CLUB BADGES OVER THE YEARS THAT WERE OFFERED TO MEMBERS. 
The following is a little background on the badges / logos that the Club has had during 
its history. The 
very first logo that the Club had was simply the Ford winged triangle with a scroll 
beneath with the Clubs name “Australian Model T Ford Club”. It appeared on our 
newsletter but was never made into a windscreen sticker, metal car badge or a lapel 
pin. This remained so from 1973 (when the 
Club was formed), through to 1976. Only seen 
in black and white, it was the next logo / badge 
that utilized color. 

Sometime in 1975, it was decided that we 
should redesign our Club logo. We retained the Ford winged triangle, placing it within a 
map of Australia that was contained inside a spoked wheel with the Club name around the 
outside “Model T Ford Club of Australia”. This was made available as a lapel pin; 
windscreen sticker and we considered a metal car badge. In the process, we also had sew- 
on embroidered patches made. This design remained until 1988 when we became 
incorporated. 
Following Incorporation 
in 1988, the 1975 design 
was primarily retained, 
but modified to accept 
the new Club’s name 
“Model T Ford Club of 
Australia (NSW) Inc.” 
With a background in 
design (Roads), I am not 
sure if I originally offered, or I was coerced into designing the majority of our Club 
badges. There have been several other Club related badges that I have designed over the 
past 50 years, 9T2 Griffith Rally, Banana Run from Sydney to Brisbane, 40th and 50th 
Anniversary badges – just to mention a few. John 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Now these where the main club badges and for all the run or anniversary but there where 
a few odd badges that we came by or offered to us due to their mistake as below. 

The badge to the right 
is a re-make for the 
Ford Club of the 1920 

This one in enamel and metal. From the MTFC Aust in SA 
 

The cloth badge from the 1980’s 
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Report from the RESTORATION OF THE CLUB 
Thank you to each of those who have provided suggestions of what we, as a Club, should 
consider in the restoration of our Model T Club. 
All of your suggestions were sorted into five key areas of Magazine, Meetings, 
Runs/Activities, Membership and Other. In each category, we rationalized each of your 
suggestions for commonality, generating an abridged set of recommendations that were 
sent to the Club Management Committee for consideration. 

NOW, your Club needs YOUR HELP to organize a trial of some of the following 
recommendations suggested for Runs/Activities. 
 Continue with the current one-day Sydney based activities, but consider inviting other 
Car Clubs with similar performing vehicles to the Model T. 
 Consider organizing an event say in the outer areas of Sydney. 
 Consider out of town runs that may cover two or more days - one or more each year. 
 Consider runs/activities different to the format of our current activities – such as 
o Social get together utilizing the Seniors $2.50 Opal Card for travel. 
o Movie or a live theatre show. 
o Mid-week runs. 
o Drive to a location for a sit-down lunch. 
o Garage crawl – fix a member’s problem. 
o Mini swap meetings with a sausage sizzle. 
o Cars on show at National Trust open days. 
o Learn to drive a Model T Day. 

My request is not specifically aimed at one person only – if you like, a couple of members 
wishing to combine their efforts will be very welcome. So, if you are interested, give me 
a call (phone or email) and remember that these recommendations are to be a TRIAL at 
first, and if found to be successful, we can do them again. 
If a trial does not work, it will not be a reflection on you – BUT, we do need to determine 
a recommendation’s success or effectiveness. 
We do realize that the restoration of our Model T Ford Club will not be a 5-minute fix, it 
will take time, and it cannot be achieved by only a couple of members, so please, if you 
want to have our Club continue, we need your help to trial these measures that will 
generate its restoration. 

 
Just remember, NO CLUB = NO MAGAZINE OR NO REGO FOR 
YOUR MODEL T. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Other Club’s Publications. 
Veteran Torque – October 2024 - Veteran Car Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc. 
https://www.vccaq.com/_files/ugd/43316f_8235b38eff3f4363a7cbd7d5755ea8c2.pdf 

The Vintage Car Club of Queensland Inc. (back issues available on website) 
http://www.vccq.club 

Retroautos – September 2024 issue is accessed via your Shannons Club login: 
https://www.shannons.com.au/club/news/retroautos/all/ 

 
Southland Branch Invercargill - Vintage Car Club of NZ Inc. - Rumour Magazine 
September 2024 
http://www.sporty.co.nz/southlandvintagecar 

Model T Ford Club of Australia – Buzzer Box September 2024 
https://www.modeltfordclubaustralia.org.au/_files/ugd/4aa909_1d71a95a79a34ffeb9e6d 
9f611cdfe71.pdf 

 
The Australian MOTORLIFE Museum - Motorlife News - 2024 September Edition 
www.australianmotorlifemuseum.com 

I receive many other club magazines so if you are interested to read then let me know 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
 
 

 
Hands up all those that remember the early all Ford days at Peter Warrens. 
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CLUB EVENTS, THESE EVENS NEED YOUR SUPPORT. 

MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AUSTRALIA (NSW) INC. 
 

Rest of club runs for this year. 

Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th October 
Campbelltown Steam Museum open days from 9am till 3.30pm. Entry by gold coin 
donation if displaying your T 

Sunday 3rd November & Sunday 10th November 
Club registration days 

Sunday 1st December 
Christmas party 

www.modeltfordclubnsw.org.au 
In case of wet weather check website early morning or contact run organiser. 
If you would like to organise a run please contact Phil Campbell on 0449671213 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Hi Everyone, 
This is a reminder to ALL who filled out an expression of interest form for 
the Eureka Gold National Model T Ford Rally 2025 that ENTRY FEES 
INCREASED AGAIN on 27th SEPTEMBER 2024. 
If you have already entered, please ignore this communication and we thank 
you. 
The rally committee have been working hard behind the scenes and have 
now also acquired some discount on accommodation for the Rally. The 
following is with the Accommodation choices listed on your Rally Entry 
Form. 
The accommodation must be booked personally (by phone) not online. 
Mention the reason you are booking the accommodation and the discount 
will be applied. 
The BELL TOWER INN has even agreed to hold all their rooms for the 
rally period until July 2025. If you require another entry form, please go to 
www.mtfcv.com 2025 Rally and print one off. 
Rally numbers will be capped, so get in soon. 
Great runs and visits are organised thus far with more in the mix to come. 
A great week of rallying is assured. 
Thank you if you have already entered and if not, we look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 
Regards the Rally Committee 2025. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

This is the way late model clubs see us on the road 
from comments made to me. 
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Note to members, I have sent out 3 mid bi-monthly Email called the 
Bent Wire Gazette. 

It has the odd months minutes and run changes and extra for sales 
“BUT”, There are quite a few members listed with no email address or 
an incorrect email address on my lists so you are not receiving it. 

I have put a note into your last magazine bag asking for you to please 
help with suppling the address so I can send it to you next month or if 
none has turned up then contact me, as my email and phone number is 
on page 2 of this magazine. Ray. Editor. 

 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT. 
2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

NOTICE is hereby given that the 34th Annual General Meeting of the MODEL T FORD CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 
(NSW) Inc will be held at the VETERAN CAR CLUB HALL Queens Rd, FIVEDOCK on Friday 15th November 2024 
following the Club meeting at 9.00 p.m. A Microsoft Teams link will be available for members who can’t attend the 
meeting at the Hall. Only members present in the hall are eligible to vote as per the club constitution. 

 Agenda: 
1. Apologies 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2023 Annual General Meeting 
3. Receipt of Reports 
4. Election of office bearers and Committee for the 2025 Year 
5. General Business 

 
Steve Fleming Treasurer 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

Some photos from a club run to the train museum. 
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This is a Certificate of Title for a Model T from Missouri in 1921. For those that 
have never seen one. 
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